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COVERNMENT OF BENjCAL. 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

^^cellency Lt.-Col. the Right Hon'hle Sir FiuifOis Stanlii 
Jackson, p.c., g.c.i.e. 

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hon’hle Maharaja Ksiuunish Chandra Rat Bahadur of Nadia, 
in charge of the foPowing portfolios: — 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. liand Acquieition. 

3. Excluded Areas. 

4. JaiL. 

6. I/egislative. 


The Hoiride Nawah Bahadur Smyid Nawab Ali CHAtJDHtriu, Khao 
Bahadur, r.i.E., of Dhanbari, in charge of the following 
portfolios: — 

1. Emigration. 

2. Immigration. 

3. Juri.Hdiction. 

4. Haj Pilgrimage. 

5. Forests. 

fi. Irrigation. 


The^Bon’ble Mr. A. N, Moiikki.y, c.i.e., t.c.s., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1 . Appointment. 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

i. Fx^clesiastical. 

5. •Regulation of medical and other professional * qualifications 
and standards, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Legislature. 

€. Judicial. 



* GOVEBMIENT OF BmOAL 

^ * ’ **“ ^oUowiag 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce and Industrial subjects. 

4. Marine. 

6. European Education. 


MINISTERS. 


The Hon’ble Sir I'aovAsii Crnmnwi Mittee, *t. c.i.e. 
the followings portfolioi;;:— > ■ ■ u 


in charge of 


1. Local Self-Government, 

2. Agriculture and Industries (excluding Excise) 

3. Public Works. 


HcsiuHHOK HosAiN/Khan Bahadur, in cb.«. 
Of the foHowing portfolios: — 


1. Education (excluding European Education) 

2. Exciee. ^ 

<1. Registration. 



QOYSBmiSNT OF BSNOAL. 

PRIHOIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BEHOAL LEOISLATIVB 
COUNCIL. 


PRKS[I)F.NT. 

Ili€ Hon’ble Raja Manmatha Nath Ray CiiArDHuni, of Sanipth. 


Dhtutt PJ^esihent. 

Khan Bahatkir Mauivi ]9\fM)iT£)iN Anum, b.l. 


Panel of Chairmon for the Twenty-eighth Betiion. 

1. Maharaja Shashi Kanta ArwAiuYA CHAUDHuai, of Mukia* 

gacha, Myinensingh. * 

2. Dr. Sir Deva Prosad Smihadhikari, Kt., o.i.i., c.B.i. 
t). Mr. AV. L. Trwers, (m.k., o.b.k. 

4. Mr. M. Asitraf Am Khan Cracdhitri. 


Secretarj' to the Council — J. Bartley, i.c.s. 

♦ 

AsBistaut Secretaries t(» (he A. M. Jli rt iiisiiN arnl K. N. 

Majumdar. 


Registrar to the Council — J. W. McSLat* 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Acharjya Cliaudtiuri, Maharaja Shashi Kanta, of Muktagaoha, MyiuoD- 
(Dacca Univereity.) 

Afzal, Maulvi Syed Mahamud. [Bakarganj West (Muliamiimdan).] 
Ahamad, Mauvi Asinmddin. fTippera South (Muhammadan),] 

Ahamad, Maulvi Kasiruddin. [Bangpur West (Muhammadan).] 
•Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin. [Rajshahi South 
(Muhammad&nA 1 

AH, Maulvi Syed TJtausher. [»Tessore S6uth (Muhammadan).] 

AH, Mr. Altaf. [flogra (Muhammadan).] 

Atiqullah, Mr. Syed Muhammad. fMymen.singh Eaat (Muhamma- 
dan).] 


B 

Bagchi, Babu Homes (.’liandra. I Malda (Non-Muhammadan).) 

Baksh, Maulvi Kader, ii.l. [Diiiajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Banerjea, Dr. Pramathanath. [Calcutta East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banerjee, Babu Prornotha Nath (Midnapore South (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Banerjee, Mr. A. (\ (Calcutta S<-uth Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bannerjee, Babu Jitendralal. [Birbhum (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Barton, Mr. J. F. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Basu, Babm Sasi Sekhar. f24-]*nrganns Rural South (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Basu, Mr. P. C. [Burdwan South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Basu, Mr. Sarat C. [Bunlwan North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Biswas, Babu Surendra Nath. [Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bose, Babu Bejoy Krishna. [Calcutta South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bose, Mr. S. C. (Calcutta Fniversity.) 

Bose, Mr. Subhas Chandra. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

C 

GasaeUs, Mr. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Chakravafti, Babu Jogindra Chandra. [Dinajpur (Non -Muhamma- 
dan).] 


Deputy PreMdeot, Bengal LegielatiTe Couactl. 



8 


ALPHABETICAL UST OF MEMBERS. 


OhakraTarti, Mr. Byoinkes. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Kangpur East (Non-Muhamma* 
dan).] 

Chatterjee, Srijut Bijay Kumar. [Bankura West (Non-Muhamma* 

laan).] 

Chaudhuri, Khun Bahadur Maulvi Hafiznr Rahman (Nominated Non* 
official.) 

Chaudhuri, Rai llarendianath. f24‘Parganas Rural North (Non* 
Muhammadan).] 

Chaudh*uri, the Hon’ble Nawah Bahadur Saiyid Nd(wab Ali, Khan 
^hadur, c.i.k., of Dhanbari. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Chotidhury, Maulvi Gholam Mawln. [Faridpur South (Muhnin- 
madan)J 

Choudhury, Maulvi Khoi>heil AlaJii. [B^^karganj North (Muhamma* 
dan).] 

Cohan, Mii D. J. (Nominated Js on-official.) 

D 

Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. [ihdcutta Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. [Tippeia (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Datta, Babu Amulya Chandra. fHooghly Municipal (Non-Muhamma- 
dan)..] 

Dey, Mr. G. G. (Nominated Official. 1 

Dowding Mr. T. W. (Indian Mining Associatnui.) 

Drummond, Mr. J. G. (Nominated Official.) 

Dutt, Babu Saral Kumar. [Bakarganj North (Non-Muharnmadan).] 

Dutt, Mr. G. S. (Nominated Official.) 

E 

Eddis, Mr. A. McI). (Bengal (^lamfier of Commerce.) 

F 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. (P M. [Tippera N(»rth (Muhammadan).] 

Forrester, Mr. J. CainplMdr. | Ifiesidency and Burdwan (European).] 

C 


Ganguly, Babu Khagendm Nath. [Howrah Municipal (Non-Muham* 
madan).] ^ 

Ohoee, Babu Amorendra Nath. [Mymensingh West (Non*Muhamiiia- 
dan).] 

Qhose, Mr. M. C. (Nominated Official.) 



AUPHABETIGAL LIST OF MFlfRiirBS ^ 

Ohosli Ijlsiilik, Ssbu S&ty6ndrft Chsiiidni. [N^oftkbftli (Non-Muh^^mmi^ 
dan).] 

ObumaTi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Xhmed Kban. [Mymensingb Soutb- 
Weat (Mnbammadan).] 

Goenka, Rai Bahadur Badridas. (Bengal Marwaii Asaoeiatiou.f 
Gofran, Maulvi Abdul. [Noakbali West (Muhanimadan).] 

Guba, Mr. P. N. (Nominated N<m-official.) 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. [Daeoa City (Non-Muhammadan).] 

H 


Habibulla, Nawab Khwaja. [Daira City (Muliammadau^'] 

Haque, Rhan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 
Himatsingka, Balm Prabhu Doyal. [Calcutta West ^Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] , I ^ 

Hoque, Kazi Emdadiil. [Rangpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Hosain, the Hon’ble Nawab Mushnrruf, Khan Bahadur. (Minister.) 

[Malda cum Jalpaiguri (Muhammadan).] 

Hueain, Maulvi Latafat. (Nominated Non-otbeial.) 

Husain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi . Syed Ma(|hul. [Chittjigong North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Iluq, Khan Bahadui Maulvi Ekrainul. [Muishidabnd (Muhamma- 
danb] 


I 

Ismail, Khun Bahadur Maulvi Muhaniniad. ( Myniensjngli (Vntral 
(Muhammadan).] 


4 

James, Mr. F. E., o.b.e. [ l^residemy aixi Burdwan (European).] 

K 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. [Burduan Divi^tion South (Muhammadan).] 
Kaseni, Maulvi Abul. [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadan.)] 
Kban, Babu Debendra I/al. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Kban Cbaudburi, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali. |llujshahi North (MubammA- 
dan).J 

Kban, Kban Sahib Maulvi Muazimm Ali. [Pabna (Muhammadan).] 
Kban, Maulvi Tainizuddin. [Faridpiir North (Muhammadan).] 

Kban, Mr. Razaur Rahman. [Da^ East Rural (Muhammadan).] 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBEBS. 


L 

Lahiri, Hr. Busanta Kumar. [Nadia (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Lala, Babu Saroda Eripa. (Chittagong Tiandholders.) 
Lindsay, Mr. J. H. (Nominated Official.) 


M 


Mttcuriney^Hr. J. G. | Dacca and Chittagong (European),] 

MacBean, MV. J. A. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) f 

Haiti, Babu Mahendra Nath. [Midnapore South-East (Non-Muham- 
^ madan).] 

Marr, the Hon’ble Mr. A., c.i.e. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Mazumdar, Ilai Bahadur .ladunuth, c.i.k. [Jessore North (Non- 
Muliammadan).] 

McCluskie, Mr. E. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Mitter, the IToirble Sir ProvaSlf *Clni!ider. Kt., c.i.k. (Minister.) 
(Presidency Landholders.) 

Moberly, ihe Ilon’ble Mr. A. N., c.i.k. (Member, Executive Council).] 
Moitra, Srijut Jogendra Nath. [Bogra mm Pabna (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Morgan, Mr. G., c.i.k. (B<*ngal Chamber of Commerce. > 

Mukerjea, Srijut Taraknath. [Hooghly Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Mukerji, Mr. S. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 


N 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandra. [Murshidabad (Non-Muham- 
madanb] 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. f2‘LParganas Ruial Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Naaimuddin, Mr, Khwaja, c.i.e. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan).] 
Nelson, Mr. \V. TI. (Nominated Official.) 


0 


Oaten, Mr. K. F. (Nominated Official.lJ*» M 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBEES. 
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P 

Parrott, Mr. Percy. (Bengal ChamlnM* of Coiiimerce.) 
Phelps, Mr. Ti*evor J. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 
Poddar, Mr. Auanda Mohan. (Bengal Mahajan Sahha.) 
Prentice, Mr. AV. D. R., (m.e. (Nominated (Mficial.) 


R 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur, [(’alcuita North (Mulianiniadun). j 

Rahman, Maulvi Azizur. [Myniensingh North- VN'est (Muhuntniadan).] 
Rahman^ Maulvi Shainsur. [Khulna (Muhammadan). J 
Rahman,'^ Mr. A. F. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur. [24-ParganaH Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan). | 

Rauf, Maulvi Syed Abdur. (Jessore North (Muhammadan), j 
Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayun. [Rangpur West (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Babu Radha Oobinda. [Bankura East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Babu SurcMulra JVath* - [24*l>rganns Municipal Sonih (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. [Furidptir Noith ( .\on-Muhummadun ).] 

Ray, Maharaja .Icigindra Nath, of Nator. (Hajshahi FaindholderM.) 
Ray, the Ilorrble Maharaja Baliadur K^haunish (Miandra. of Nadia. 

(Member, F.xecutive 0(»uncil.) 

Ray Chaudhuri. Mr, K. C. (Nominated Non-otlicial.) 

*Ray Chaudhuri, the Ilon’ble Raja Mnnmatha Nath, of Santo^h. 

(Dacca Landholders.) 

Reid. Mr. R. N. (Nominated Offirial ) 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath, f Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Dr. Bidhun C’handra. [24-1 *nrganas Municipal North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh. (N<»minated Non-f>fficial.) 

Roy, Mr. D. N., Bar.-at-Law. [Jessore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Eiran Sankstr. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath. [Baknrganj South 
(Non-Muhammadan).] 


Sachse, Mr. F. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Sanyal, Babu Sachindra Narayan. [Rajshahi (Non-Muhazmnadaii).] 


* Pritideni of Aftb^agal LegUlativo Council. 
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ALFHASenCAL LIST OF lOSMBEBS. 


Sarbadhikari, Dr. Sir Deva Prosad, Kt., c.i.e., c.b.b. (Nominated 
Non-official.) 

Barker, Babu Naliniranjan. [Mymenaingh East (Non-Mahamma- 
dan).] 

Saiier, Bai Sahib Bebaii Mohan. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Sattar, Khan Sahib Abdus. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).] 

Sattar, Mr. Abdool Bu/.ak Hajee Abdool. [Hooghly cvvi Howrah 
Municipal (Muhammadan).] 

Sen, Mr, Satish Chandra. (BengUl National Chamber of >Conuneroe.) 

Sen, Srijut Na^gendra Nath. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sen Gupta, Mr. J. M. [Chittagong (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Shah, Mr. Gholani Ifossain. [24-Pnrgana9 Municipal (Muhamma* 
dan).] 

Sinha, Buja Bahadur Bhupeudra Narayan, of Nashipur, (^urdwaa 
LandholdeiR.) 

Skinner, Mr, S. A. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Solaimun, Mauivi Muhammad. [ Bai rackpore Municipal (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Stihrawurdv, ^fi. IF. S. [Calcutta South (Muh am mndan).] 


T 

Tate, Major-General Godfrey, M.n., v.n.s., i.m.s. (Nominated Official.) 
Thompson, Mr. \V. H. ^Bengal (^hamber of Commerce.) 

Travers, Mr. W. 1.., c.i.k.. o ii.f. [Bnjshnhi (Eim)peani.] 


W 

Wordsworth, Mr. W\ ('. [ Eiesidcncv and Burdwun (European).] 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 

lOflkial R«port of tiM T«v»iit||^igiitti Sotsion.) 

VOLUME XXVIII— No. 2. 

Proetoditigs of tlio Bengal Logislatioo Counoil aitomblad under' tlio 
provisions of ths* Govornmont of India Aot 

The Council met in the Council Chuinlwr in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 20th Fehruary. 1928, at d p.h. 


Present: 

The Hon’hle the President <Uaja Manua^ia Nath Hay CirAumiusi, 
of Santosh), in tl^a Chair, the Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nuwah 
Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, c.i.e., of Dhanbari, the lIoB'ble 
Mr. A. N. Moberly, c.i.e., the Hon*ble Mr. A. Matr, c.i.k., and the two 
Hon’ble Ministers and 07 nominated and elected membt'rs. 


Starrod Qiisstlons 

(to which oral answsn wort givsn). 


CharitoMs disponsarioi in thana hoadquartors in Rangpur. 

Maidvi KASIRUDDIN AHAMAD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Wal .Self-Government (Public 
Health), be pleased to state the names of the police-station headquarters 
in the district of Eangpur which are still without a charitable 
dispensasgrF 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stale wiORiar t^jra is 
any amount available for distfibution to dideioni^ dilllfisti ^ fOf * the 
establishment of new dispensartee? 
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QUESTIONS. 


[2^ Fib. 

* 

(0) If the answer to (h) ie in the native, will the Hon’hle 
Minister be pleased to state idiether the GoTemment are considering 
the desirability of setting apart a certain amount for this purpose in 
the next budget? 

MINISTER in (^ge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF-GOV- 
ERNMENT (PUBLIC HEALTH) (tho Hoiililo Sir ProviMi Chundir 
Mittif): (a) A list of the police-station headquarters in the district of 
Bangpur which are without a charitable dispensary is placed on the 
table. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. 

% m 

List referred to in the answer to clause (a) of starred question No. 60 

showing police-station headquarters in the district of Rangpur 

which are without a charitable dispensary. 

(1) Pirgacha, (2) Katinia, (3) Kotwali, (4) Kaliganj, (5) Hatibandha, 
(6) Kishoregnnj, (7) Suidjmr, (8) Lalmonirhat, (9) Fulbari. and 
(10) Fulchari. 

Khtn BihadlMr MiSlvi-AZIZ-UL HAQUE: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state under what circumstances this amount of money 
will be available for the district boards Bengal? 

Tho Hon’blo Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: lism afraid 1 
do not quite ToUow what the hon’ble member means by “under what 
circumstances,” 

Khtn Bahadur Mauivi AZIZ-UL HAQUE: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether there is any amount available for distribu- 
tion to diSerent districts for the establishment of new dispensaries? 

Thf Hon*blf Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Yes. 

Khw Balwdur Maulvi AZIZ-UL HAQlKt How can that money be 
available? ^ 

Thf Hotl'blf Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: If applications 
be made, we shall deal with them. 

• 

IChMS Bahadur Maulvi MIZ-UL HAQUE: Is it essential that the 
district boaidf must spend a certain amount of money before this 
money is made available ^ them P **• 



1928.] 


QUESTIONS. 


iff* 

WMfi’bIt Sir PROVASH CHlAiOER MITTER: Tb<^ amount ia # 
Re. 500 for, each thana ttfspeneary an4|, Rs, 250 for each villain dis*- 
pensary. Naturally that does not coter the entire amount and the*^ 
district boards have to make up the balance. 

* Chotora vaociiMi inMiffloiant supply for Nadia. 

*51. Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: Will the Ilon’hle Minister in 

chai^^ of the Department of Ijocal Self-Government (Public Health)^ 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that owinj? to insufficiency of 
supply of cholera vaccine, the District Board of Nadia could not under- 
take the vaccination of a large number of villagers in the district P 

If 

(b) What was the cause of the shortage and who was resimtirible 
for it? e 

The Hofi’Ma Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) When the^ 
recent epidemic of cholera broke out, there was a very large and 
unexpected demand for cholera vacxdne from Nadia and other districts, 
and it was mot )K>Hsibie fully to <’omply with all requisitions at once. 

(b) The shortage was due to the fact fhat the Government Lalxira- 
tory which manufactures antindiolera vaccine had only lieen working 
for a few weeks whan the e]>idemic broke uut, and it t(M>k time to- 
secure increased output and a stipply of ^cciile fmm other sourt'cs. 
The extent of the demand this quite unpreq^dented and could not 
possibly have lw»en foreseen,*^%o no individual cAn l>e held to blame.* 

Mr. G> MORGAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased ty %iate 
whether the Government Lalmrat/iry works all the year round, or only 
at stated periods? 

Tha Hon’lAa Sir TROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The Govern- 
ment Laboratory' works all the year round, but as I have already stated 
it was started only recently; it is now' working and producing its full 
output. But even that was not quite enough and we had to gS^ imr 
vaccine from other parts of India. 


AiffifUfit Ragiitran Of Cffiopffralivt SiolfUat. 

*82. BMmi JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: (a) Will the Hon'bli^ 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industrial 
lie please^ to state — 

(t) whether there is any provision for traiisferri^ Aseiatant 
Registrars of Co-operative * Societies from " one divU 
slon to a act her; 



1« QUESTIONS. [2q»H M. 

% 

(n) whether it is the pc^cy of the ^vernment to aWow these 
officers to be the pi^anent incumbents of their respective 
posts; and 

(in) w’hether these Assistant liejifistrars are as a rule recruited from 
the Provihcial Executive Service of Bengal? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (Hi) is in the affirmative;: will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether there is any special reason for 
allowing the present Assistant Kegistrars to have continued in their 
posts? 

MINISTER in ohargo of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE ancl 
INDUSTRIES (tfio Honlilo Sir Provash Chuntfor Mittor); (a) (t) Yes. 

(it) No. ^ 

(Hi) and (h) Yes; but the question of the continuation of the 
present system is under consideration. 


Logiflation on lino of Caloutta Rant Aot. 

*53. Babu illTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of Uie Department of liocaji Self-dovemment l)e 
pleased to state the ifumber of ejectttient suits against tenants filed in 
the Calcutta Small Clauses Court since the etpiry of the Calcutta 
Bent Act, mi) (Heiighl Act HI of 1!)20), on the Jllst of March, 1927? 
^ (b) Are the (iovernment considering the advisability of revising 
the Hn^d Act (>r of undertaking fresh legislation on similar lines? 

MINISTER in ohargo of; DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hofil^li Sir Provaili Otmmler Mittor): (a) 562 

(b) No. 


Soramporo Woaving Inotituto. 

*54. Kaii EMDAOUL HOQUEs.. (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Deportment of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state how many of — 

(i) the teaching staff, 

(h) the ministerial officers, and 
(m) J^e menials, 

of the Serampore Weaving Institute have been dismissed ^ ouapended 
during the tenure of offieb^of the present Pnncipol? 



QFESTIONS. 
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1928.1 

(/>) Tllmt are the grounds of such or Buspension in each 

case? 

(r) Who took the initiative in these eases? 

{(1) Is there any case of a teacher, ministerial officer or a menial 
of the Institute at present pending a decision under notice of dis- 
charge, dismissal ojc suspension? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason in each case? 

Tfm Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a), (M and 
(c) A statement is laid on the table. 

(d) and (f) The stoi-e-keeper of the Institute has been served with 
a notice ol discharge on the ground of inefficiency. 


Statement referred to in (u), (b) and (c) of starred question 

No. 64. 


(a) 

staff. 

(i) Teaching staff. 

(1) DiHnimnal, 2 (two) 


(2) Susponaion. 2 (two) 


(it) Ministerial staff, 

(1) DismisMtl, nil. 

(2) StiBpenmon, nil. 

(Hi) MtnitU staff. 

{D DmiummU, 1 (one) . . 

* 

(2) SuBponskm, nil. 


it) 

Grounda of diRmiflMl or 
HiuipenBion. 


(1) Ineffit’iency, ne^H- 

genw ttrui nnaooii • 
duct. 

(2) Misconduct and for in 

Citing tlie boys to 
cause trouble 

(1) ('riming I oliargo 

« .... brought against 

him.* 

(2) Worthless and ttnreli* 

* sbk'.f 


DismiwKl for theft of Oo' 
vemment nioney. 


(f) 

Initiative taken by — 


Principal, (iovemmant 
Weaving Institule, 
Sorainpore. 

Ditto. / ^ 


Director of IndustriiM, 
Bengal. 

Peripatetio Weaving 
Instructor, Malda, hit 
immosMkte auperior^ 


Principal, Oovemtneni 
Weaving luaytute, 
fferatnpore. 


^Honovunablr aoqniited by the Court and rein a ta t ad. 
tSttbaaquently rateala t ad , ,, 




1$ QUESTIONS. [20rH Feb. 

f ProelaiiMitiBii f9$ rtalisBii In tiki courts of ttio Munslfs of Kurigrom. 

•96. Kasi EMDADUL HOQUE: (a) U the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Judic ial Department aware that in the courts of the 
Munsifs at Kurigrain a proclamation fee of Ke. 1 is realised with the 
petition of attachment of movables? ^ 

(h) Is the Iloirble Member aware that this realisation is in con- 
travention of the High Court Circular Rule which requires the pay- 
ment of such fee only after uttachmeut and only in cases where the 
value of the property attached is considered to exceed rupees twenty? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Meml)er be pleased to state whether the 
money realised by the aforesaid courts as pnM'lamation fee is at all 
refunded where the movable attached is sold at or below rupees twenty? 

(ft) Is the pru(;tice of realising the pmclamation fee before the 
attachment of the movables followed in any other court in the district 
of Kangpur? 

(e) Has not the practice been recently introduced into the Kuii- 
gram courts? 

(/) If so, what is the date of the introduction of the practice? 

MEMBER in ohargt of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. N. Moberly): (n) Re. I as pnadamaticm tee is realised with 
the execution petition for attachment of movable^ unless tl*e value of 
the properiy to l)e attached is alleged by the de( ree-holder not to exceed 
twenty rupees. 

{b) The realisation of the fees is made in strict observance to Rule 
91*, Cbt'pter I, page -‘10, High Courts (General Rules and Circular Orders 
(Civil).* 

(r) Under the High tlourt cin ulars the refund of such fees will 
depend upon the discretion of the courts. • . 

(f/) This pMMUice is also followed in the Munsif’s Ist Court, Sadar. 

(f) and (/) This practice was introduced in the latter part of 1919. 


Arta of tho lofid aoquirod for tho Covommont Prosi at Aliporo. 

•SB. MoiHvi LATAFAT HUSSAIN, (o) Will the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state— 

(i) the exact area of the plot of land acquired for the Qa^ernment 
Press at Alipore; and 

(ti) the area of the plot actually used for the purpose of the Press 
building? 
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(b) I*' It a fact that at least three-fourths of the fand is lying 
unused for the purjx)ses the l*re8s and is being devoted to the culti- 
vation of cauliflowers, jdantuins, flowers, etc. ? 

(r) Is it a fact that the major |H»rtion of the building of the Press 
lies unoccupied and unused!^ 

MEMBER in aiiarga of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tho Honltlo 
Mr* A, Marr): (a) it) 12 highas Id, 659 square feet. 

{it) The area covered by the Prt*ss buildings is 5 highas 8,924 sfiuare 
feet, 

(b) The area of the land not covered by buildings, walls, iwiths 
and drains is 4 bigbas d.112 square fetd, which is less than one-third 
o? the land accjuired. A reference is invited to the reply given to 
starred (juestion No. 17 asked by Ih*. Kurniid Sartknr Ray on tho 
2drd August, H)27. 

(r) No. 


Number of Inspeetors end Assistant Inspectors of iohools. 

*57. Mauivi TAMIZUODIN KHAN: ut) Will the lion'ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Kducation be pleased to state the present 
nuniln*! of Ins|s‘ctors aini Assistant lns|HM‘tors of Schools in this 
province? 

(5) How many (d each of th«*se niiiks are — 

(j) Moslems: and 
(ii) Hindus? 

MINI8TER in chargo of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tlio 
Hon*blo Nawab Musharruf Hosain, Ktian BahaBuf): and \b) A 

statement is laid on the table. s 


St^itement referred to in the annrer to tiurred gvertion Mo. 67 showing 
the present numher of higher inspecting nnd^ 

Moslems. 

(J) Divisional Inspectors of 8ch(K»ls— 1 Hindu and 2 Moslems. 

(2) Second Inspectors of S<h(M>Is — 1 Hindu and 7 Moslems. 

(J) Assistant Inspectors of Schools for Muhammadan Education — 
5 Moslems. 

(4) District In8pe<dors of Schools — ^22 Hindus and 6 Moslems. 

(5) Subdivisional Inspectors of Schools — 37 Hindus and 24 Moslems. 

(6) Sub-Inspectors of Schools — 124 Hindus and 119 Moslems. 
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P«y and firotpaota of th$ miniotoriil offloero in BongaL 

*5S. Srijut NAGENORA MATH SEN: (a) With reference to the 
reply ffiveii to starred question No. 4 on the 13th December, 1927, will 
the Hoii’hle Member in charge of the Finance Department be pleased 
to stale whether the Government have now arrived at any decision 
regarding the improvement of pay and prospects of the ministerial 
office rs in Bengal? 

(h) If 80 , what is the decision? 

fr) If no decisiou has been arrived at, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state the reasons for the delay? 

(r/) When is u hnal decision of the question likely to be expected? 

Tho Hon’blo Mn A. MARR: (a), (c) and (d) A reference is 
invited to the reply given to starred (luestion No. 3, asked by Maulvi 
ShaiuKur lluhman on the 7th February, 1928. 

(h) DecisionH have been reached on the following 'points : — 

(/) Orders have issued discontinuing, as far as possible, frequent 
transfers among the offices of Superintendents of Police. 

(//) No action is considered necessary as to the proportion of 
( pper Division jmsts in the Civil Courts and in the offices 
of the Deputy 1 nspectors-General of Police. 

(fit) The leave reserve in Police offices has been increased. 

(ir) DiscuHsion of the representations of accounts clerks in the 
P(»lice offices ha*i Ihumi defened for the present on adminis- 
' trative grounds. 

fc) No action is (‘onsidered necessurv on the representations of 
ministerial officers in the Forest Depannent. 


ImpBrial Sarvioe offloers in the Sundarbans Forest Division. 

*59. Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the lion bio 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue < Forests) be pleased 
to state whether tut number of Imperial Service officers of the Forest 
Department under the Government of Bengal ha'* Wen increased in the 
Sundarbans Division during the last 5 years? 

(h) If so, by how many and for what reasons has the increase been 
made? 

MEMBER inohargs of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (FORESTS) 
(tho Hofiliif Nawali Bahadur Saiyid Nawah All (^odhurif Kliaii 

Bahadurv of Dtianhili): (n) No; but 3 extra men are at present 
posted there temporarily. 

(h) Bensons; i^vision of the working plans. 
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AppHiMiom iiUMli Mort th% fuH bMk in tN PnMmo^ SmaH 
Caiisas Oaurt^ 

•afti Hf. E« T. MaGLUftKIEs With reference to the reply jriven 
to my starred question No. 64 on the 14th December, 1927, will the 
Hon’ble Member in charffe of the Judicial Department lie pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showinjf for each of the years 1924, 
1925 and 1926— 

(i) how many applications were made before the full l)enrh in the 
Presidency Small Causes Court : 

(it) how many of those applications were admitted; and 

(iii) how many of the admitted applications were reje<'ted after 
contest ? 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: A statement is laid on the 
table. 


Statement referred to in the ansire? to starred question .Vo. 60, 



1924. 

1925. 

1926. 

(l) 

H2t> 

675 

452 

(fi) 

400 

282 

i;i8 

(ill) 

252 

258 

IHO 


Unttarred Queeliont 

(tfifwers to whioh were laid on the table). 

Typists and copyists of courts. 

44. Mauivi KADER BAKSH: fa) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether there 
is any scheme under the consideration of the Government for bettering 
the present condition of the typists and copyists? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state when a final deidsion is exi>ected? 

The HM’blo Mr. A. H. MOBERLY: (a) The eamii)),;** ot typists 
and copyists are being examined, but no scheme has lieen fnitiied yet. 

(b) Does not arise. 
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j.' 

Uninipioyiiiaiit probtam in Bengal. 


[20th Feb. 


45. Babu AMULYA CHANDRA DATTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
MiiJ inter in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
f)e pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the number of 
employed and unemployed graduates and under-graduates in this 
Presidency? 

(/f) It no such figures are available, aie the (jovernment consider- 
ing the desirability of making an in(|uiry and prejiaring a list of such 
persons? 

(r) Will the Ibiirble Minister W pleased to state whether Govern- 
iiKMit have taken any, and, if so, what steps to S(»lve the problem of 
unemployment in this Presidency? 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) and (6) 

No such figures are available and, in the absence of a special agency 
for the purpose, it is not iiossible to j)repare a list of eniploye<l and 
unemployed graduates and under-giailuates in this Presidency. 

(c) Yes. A <-ommittee was appointed in 1922 tor investigation 
into the <niestion of unemployment ann)ngHt educated middle classes 
and foi suggesting r(*medial measures. The rectnninendations made 
in its rei>ort were considered by Government, and a statement showing 
the decision of Government thereon is laid on the library table. 

Mr. P. N. CUHAs Does not the Hoii’ble Minister think that the 
appointment ol a special agency is really necessary in view of the 
imp<>rtance of tlie problem? 

The Hon’biBSir PROVAtH CHUNDER MITTER: I do not think 
that a special agency will solve the problem. We all have a general 
idea that the number of unemployed men is very large and the employ- 
ment of a vspecial agency will mean the expenditure of money without 
getting any adeiiuute return. 


Beggar problem. 

48. Babu AMULYA CHANDRA DATTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in (‘barge of the Department of I#ocal Self-Goverhment (Public 
Health) In* pleased to state whether the Government have taken any, 
and, if so. what steps to grapple with the beggar problem of Calcutta 
as well as other parts of the Presidency? 

(b) Alt* the Government considering the desirability of mtroducing 
charla amongst thos4 people w’ho, by reason of physical infirmity, are 
unable to earn their living by hard manual lalmur, and have therefore 
to take recourse to liegging? 
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TIN Hon'W* Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTSRt (o) Govern. 

ment are of opiuiou m a result of inquirien made that no ajief'ial 
measures are needed to deal with the begjrar problem outside Calcutta. 
In 1920 Government appointed a committee to make i^commendafions 
fur dealing with the iu*oblem in ('alcutta. The committee submitted 
its report in the same year with a large numl»er of recommendations. 
Government were unable to put all these into effect, but decided in 
the first place that there should l>e an iiifirmarv for treatment of 
diseased beggars to be maintained at the exjiense of the (Vrj>orotion. 
The matter is still under corresptuidem'e Wtween the Corporation and 
Government. 

(b) This will l>e considered if any institution is established in the 
future for the housing of l>eggars wlio are capable of light lal»our. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With reference i(» answer {b'K will 
the Hon’ble Mini<>tei be pleased to state whether h) the word “ institu- 
tifui ” a (f(^vernment or private institution is meant P 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Any institu- 

tion. whether (Jovernment or private. 


Administrator-General and Defnity Administrator-Cenerali Bengiit 
47. Babu SATYENDRA CHANDRA GHOSH MAULIK: {a) WiU 

the lloirble Menilier in ( barge ol the .ludicial l)e|mitment lie pleased 
to state whethei theie is any bur to the up|M»intnient of a native of 
India as the Administrator-General td Ikuigul or the Deputy Adminia* 
trator-(ieneral of Ikuigal P 

(b) If tlu» answer to (o) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Member Im* pbmsed to state wh\ no native of India hu-s e%er h(*ld such 
an appointment P 

{c) Will the Hon’ble Meml>er W pleased to state the reasons for— 

(I) apiKiinting Mr. Carey Morgan as Additumul Administrator- 
general of Bengal; and 

(ii) not ap|K)inting Mr. Surita as Additional Deputy Administrator- 
General of Bengal P 

(d) JYill the Hon'ble Member lie pleased to state what will lie 
the additional coat imposed on the tax-payera by the ap|>ointroent of 
Mr. Carey Morgan an Additional Adminiatrator-General of Bengal? 

(e) For how long has this appointment been sanctioned? 
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Tfm Hofl’lrib Mr. A. N. MOtERLY: (a) There is no such her. 

(h) Until 1917 the officer was under the Government of India. 
Whcm it was transferred to the Government of Bengal, Mr. Kinney, 
who was Deputy Administrator-General and Official Trustee, was on 
leave, and no one was acting for him. On his return he was appointed 
to officiate as Administrator-General and Official Trustee and for a 
time there continued to be no Deputy Administrator-General and 
Official Trustee. It was found to be impossible to cope with the work 
without a second officer, and in 1915) Mr. Carey Morgan, who had pre- 
viously worked on Deputy Administrator-General, was appointed to 
officiate as Deputy* Administrator-General and Official Trustee on his 
release from military sei-vice. Both Mr. Kinney and Mr. Carey Morgan 
were subse(|uently confirmed in their resix*ctive appointments. 

(c) (i) and (/V) Mr. Alexander Kinney, the permanent Adminis- 
trator-General and Official Tnistee, was deputed to Hongkong in con- 
nection with the affairs of a particular trust ; during his absence on 
deputation Mr. (\ (’arey Morgan, who is the |)ennunent Deputy Adminis- 
trator-General and Official Trustee, was apiminted as Additional 
Administrator-General and Official Trustee to carry on the duties of 
the Administrator-Genenil and Offii.iaJ Trustee. He had previously 
officiaUnl in that capacity. Mr. Surita, an outsider, who had officiated 
as Deputy Administrator-General and Official Trustee on a previous 
(K'casion, was u(>pointed in Mr. C. ('arey Morgan's place tis the Deputy 
Administmtor-General and Official Trus-tee. It would have been 
unusual and unecommiical to appoint Mr. Surita over Mr. O^y 
Morgan's head. 

(d) The deputation (uu.sed an extra cost of Rs. 3,418-11 to the 
tax-payer, but as the ivsult of the deputation, two new estates have 
been taken over by the Administrator-General and Official Trustee, the 
fees from which will amount to Rs. 10,498-8, so that the tax-payer 
makes a nett giiin. 

(c) The ap)Miintineut continued from 10th June, to 23rd 

August, 1927. 


Ragistratioii of salt csrtillcatts prtpartd in ths Kiirigyam Mvil ooiirta. 

48. Kill EMOADUL HOQUE: (a) Will the Hon^ble Member in 
charge of the Judicial Depi^rtnient he pleased to state— 

(i) whether the civil courts maintain any register for the entry 
of stamp papers filed for writing instillments of sale certi- 
ficate thereon; 
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(ii) ^liether the civil courts of Kurigram systematically send up 
copies of the draft sale certificatee^ to the nearest sub- 
registry office for registration of the same ; 


(Hi) how many draft sale certificates have l)een preyed in the 
Munsifs’ courts at Kurigram during the last 3 years; 

(ir) how many copies thereof have been transmitted to the Sub- 
Registrars’ offices for registration ; and 


(r) whether any account of the tmnsmission of the copies of draft 
sale certifi<*ates is preserved in the afor^aid courts? 


(b) If the answer to (a) (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member he pleased to state whether the same have l)een verified by a 
reference to the paj)ers of the Suh-]{egistnu*s‘ offices t‘oncerned? 

Tll0 HOfl’bte Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (n) (i) llie dates of filing 
requisite stamp are noted in (’ol. 7 of the presmlH'd register (Form 
M. 57) as shown on juige ttit II. ('.(’.O., Fart II. The value <»f the 
stamp is not noted. 

(fi) It ap(M*a]‘s from the rejmrts of the Munsifs, Kurignun, that 
copies of sale certificates are systematically sent to the irgistrntion 
offices concerned. 

(Hi) 3,314 draft sale certificates wcie preiwired during the last 
3 years. 

(ir) <*opi(‘s <»f sale certifi<ates were transmitted under Itule 

115, (’hapter I. page 41 of Il.t’.C'.th, (’ivil. (’opies of sale certificates 
are not sent to legistry office until the purchaser tenders the neces- 
sary stumps and the original certifu-ates dniwn up. 

(r) (>»I. 9 of the presiribcil register (Form No. 57) quoted almve 
shows the dates of sending copies to the registration office. No other 
separate a<'count is kept. 

(h) Theie is no nriungemeiit for any such verification as is con- 
templated in the question and none is required hy the Tircular Orders. 


Junior modratilit at Mahisar and Shailtdighi in tho Kandi 
subdivision. 

m. Khan Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether the junior madrasahs at Mahisar in the Kandi subdivision and 
Sheikdighi in the Jangipur subdivision of the Murshidabad district are 
getting any grant-in-aid from the Government? 
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The Hon’bfe Newell MUtHARRUF HOSAIN, Khen Behedur: 

The junior maxlraitah at Mahiaar in the Kandi aubdivision is in receipt 
of a of Its. 50 a month from Government. The Sheikdighi 

Madrasah in the Jangipur subdivision of the Murshidabad district is 
yet unaided. 

Khen Behedur Meuivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Hon ble Minister 

be pleased to state whether Government is going to provide more 
money for the madrasah? 

The Hon’bie Neweb MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khen Beheduri 

As soon as the budget is passed, Government will provide more money 
for grants-in-aid to madrasahs and the case of Sheikdighi Madrasah 
will receive due consideration. 


Morteiity from malaria, cholera and small-pox in Faridpur. 

50. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Ilon'lde Miniate^:/ 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government (Public Healtb) 
be pleased to lay on the table a statenient for each of the last 5 years 
showing separately for each subdivision how many people died of — 

(a) Malaria; 

(h) (Uioleru; and 
(c) Sinall-pox 

ill the district of Faridpur? 


Tho Hon’blo 8ir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: A statement is 
laid on the table. ^ 


Statement referred to in the ansirer to unstarred question No, 50 
shou'tny mortality from malaria, cholera and srnall-po,r in each 
subdiriswn of the district of Faridpur durtny the years 1922 to 
1926. 


Malaria. 





1922. 

1923. 

1934. 

V 1936. 

1926. 

1 . 

SacUur ftufadiivwion 


8.361 

9.669 

10.9& 

9.703 

8.636 

1 

Qoalimdo •ubdiviwon 


6.637 

6433 

7.393 

7.678 

6.993 

i. 

Madoripur aubdivimon 


16.607 

16.063 

17.668 

15.009 

13440 

4. 

Gopdimij aubdiviaiou 


6.366 

7.397 

6.664 

9.166 

7.864 
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1922 

1923 

1924 . 

1926 . 

1926 . 

1. 

Sadar atibdivii^ion 

497 

286 

434 

248 

1,020 

t. 

Goalnndo subdivUion 

71 

397 

178 

101 

1,472 

3. 

Madaripur aubdivtsion 

947 

43 S 

388 

860 

1,807 

4 . 

Gopaltranj aubdi vision 


639 

227 

613 

866 



SnuiU-par. 





1. 

Sadar subdivision 

9 

1 

4 

42 

18 

2 . 

Goaluiulo subtiivision 

'2 

1 


66 

32 

8. 

Madaripur aubilivuuon 

i:i 

8 

4 

66 

32 

4 . 

Gopalganj subdiviMion 

(>6 

13 

9 

Os 

112 


Reilisation of audit fees from liquidated tooietiet. 

51. Mr. KHWAilA NAZIMUDDIN: th<> Minis- 

ter in charge of the Department of Afrriculture and Indufttries be 
pleased to state whether audit fees are realised fnim liquidated 
WH‘ietiesy 

{h) It s(», on what principles aie they realised y 

ic) Is It a fact that the rej^istiation of a soidety is cancelled as 
soon as an order for its licpiidation is passed y 

{(1) ruder what law are audit fees realised from such a cancelled 
emiety y 

ic) Is it a fact that sometimes audit fees are realised from the 
leserve funils of such li()uiduted Hiw ieties, there l>ein^^ no other assets 
(i» th<‘ credit of the scx iet} Y 

if) Is it a fact that furthei interest is not levied from the ilebtt>rft 
of a liquidated society and the Ontral l}|»nk also does not f^et any further 
interest from such licjuidated s<Mietyy 

ig) Are the (lovernment considennjr the desirability «»f disc'on- 
tinuinf^ the realisation of audit fees from li({uidated feMieties? 

Tho Hon’blo Sir PR0VA8H GHUNDER MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(h) The audit of the accounts of a liquidated sisiety is nec'essary 
in order to ascertain whether the prcK'eedinps are in order and the 
accounts have l>een properly kept. The audit fees are thus a charge 
lor necessary service, and are therefore essentially a part of the cost 
of liquidation. 

(c)Yj*. 

((/} Section 42 (J!^) {(/) of the Co-o|)erative Swieties Act. 

(e) Yes: the proper function of a leserve fund is to meet so far 
as possible all the liabilities of the society in the event of liquidation. 
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(/) Yes, but when there are surplus assets, the Central Bank is 
paid interest from the date of liquidation to that of payment. 

(g) No. 


Ayia River. 

82. Mr. KHWAJA NAZiMUDDIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in rharjre of the Department of Irripration be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the Ayla River in the subdivision of Patuakhali is being 
silted up and in consequence its connected khals and channels lire 
also dried up? 

ih) Is it a fac^t that the Ayla River was the only means of com- 
muni(‘ation by launch and boats from the headquarters of Patuakhali 
to the Barguna and Betngi thanas of the subdivision? 

(r) Is it a fact that the iieople of those thanas are in great difficul- 
ties to come t(» Patuakhali for litigation ? 

{(1) Are the (Government consid|p'ing the desirability of re-excavat- 
ing the Ayla River or ojhmi any khal or channel to make the river 
deeiwr and wider for the convenience of the i>eople and for facility 
of trade? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Honlile Nawab Bahadur iaiyid Nawab All Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadurp 
of Dhanbari): in) Yes. Of the 3 branch khals, Baidyapasha is silting, 
but the other two (the Ayla and Majidbaria) are in fair condition. 

(h) The river in question is the shortest water (’ourse connecting 
the 3 stations — ^Ihituakhali, Barguna and Betagi. 

(r) This de))in'tinent has no information. 

(</) The <[^u»ation of dredging the river has l)een examined and 
found impracticuble as the dredged channel is not likely to maintain 
itself owing to its lanng the meeting ground of the tides from the 
rivers Ayla, Kagd<me and Beghai. 


Ministerial oflYoors and copyists. 

S3. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur: 

(fl) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Finance 
be pleased to state — 

(i) w'hether a dei>utation waited iHH»n him from the ministerial 
officers t<» repi*esent their grievances; and 
(if) whether any dwision has Wen arrived at in the matter; if so, 
what? 

{b) Are the tGoverumeut considering the desirability of improving 
the prospects of the copyists? 
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Tilt MtnHilt Mr. A. MARII: (a) (i) Yes. 

(iO BcfeitBoe is invited to the reply given to a starred (|uestiou put 
by Snjut Nogendra Nath Sen at this meeting, which indicates the 
decisions reached on cert^iiu jxiints. The remaining questions aie 
still under consideration in the various deiwrtments of Government. 

The matter is under consideration. 


« Sttfit to arrest the spread of cholera in certain distriota. 

5i Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadurs Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Ijocal Self-Oovera- 
ment (Public Health) aware that the object of combating or preventing 
the spread of cholera epidemic has failed in certain districts on account 
of the delay made hv local authoritie> either in supplying anii>cholera 
vaccines or in sending dcs-tors in time? 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Anti^holera 
vaccine is supplied to Im-al authortSies by Goveriinient free of charge. 

When the recent epidemic of cholera broke out, there was for some 
time a shortage of vaccine for which the hK*al authorities were not 
to blame. The (lovernment lalxuatory for manufacture of th<v vaccine 
had only l>een working f<ir a short time and was unable at first to 
cope with the demand which was very much gi*eater than could 
possibly have lM*en foreseen. In respect cd the despatch of medical 
men, local authorities in general did all that might reasonably l)e 
expected of them with the stuff and funds at their disposal. 


durisdiotioii under the proviio to sootlon 3 of tho Indian Companioe 
Act not oonforred on district oourts. 

55. Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: to) Will (be Hon’ble 
Member in ( hurge of the Depaiinient of Commerce he jileased to state 
what district (ourls. if any, in Bengal have Ix'en invested with powers 
under the proviso to section -1 of the Indian Companies Act, 1913 
(VII of 1913)? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Me)ii}>er aware of the extreme hnniships caused 
to mufassal companies and the general public owing to the mm-invest- 
ment of district courts with such fxiwers? 

(r) Are the Goveriiinent considering the desirability of investing 
all district courts with suc h powers? 

MEMBER In ohirgo of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (tho 
HonlNo Mr. A. Mm): (a) None. 

(6) No such hardships have lieeii brought to (he notice of Govern-^ 
ment. 

(c) No. 



OTJESTIOSa 


[itora Ihm, 

•earohing fae fil the r^ietri^ioii offloe and in oeurts. 

M. Rai MTYENORA NATH RO^Y CHOUOHURI Bahadur: (a) 

Will tke H6n^ble Minister in charge of the Department of Education 
fBegjstration) l)e pleased to state — 

(i), whether the searching fet' in the registiation office is Aie 
rupee ; and 

(//) whether such searching fee in the civil and criminal conrtt^ 
five annas only? 

(Ij) If so, what is the reason for this difference? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble -Minister b<* pleased to state whether a search- 
ing fee of one rui)ee is realised for the coi)y of a do^•unlent even wlien all 
necessary informations are suj>plied? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’hle Mini(4ter l)e ])leii8ed to state why the 
fee is charged even when no search is recjuired ? 

(«), Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that the practice in civil and 
criminal (‘ourts is different? 


MINISTER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION 
(REGISTRATION) (tho Hon’blo Nawab Musharruf Ho$ain» Khan 

Bahadur): (a) (i) F ees payable for searching the indexes inipfct* 
ing the registers are given in Article F of the table of fees under thO 
Indian Registration Act, a copy of which is laid on the table. 

It will he seen (hat the amhunt of searching fee payable varies in 
different eases. 

{it) Rules on the s!U)je<*t of payment of searching fees in the civil 
and criminal courts are c<>ntained in Rule 279 of the Bengal Records 
Manual, 1917, and in rules 8 and 1, pages \2Z and 120 of Volume I 
of the (General Rules and Circular Orders of the High Court, Civil and 
Criminal, respectively. (\»pieN of these rules are laid on the table. 

(h) Registration WMjords are of ]MM'manent character, and copies of 
these rfMHmls are much in demand. With a view to ensure proper care 
in the handling of thcvse record?! and to prevent bad usage, a higher 
searching fee has Wen prescriWd for these records. 

(r) and {d) Ac(‘ording to the rules, when the information necessary 
is given in the application, no fee for sean'hing Hie Index i.s levied, 
but H fee for the insi>ertioo of the regicrter in which the document is 
copied is still due, as the date of registration,^ the number of wprds and 
the stamp value have to W asi^ertaimNl Wfore the copying charges 
(including the stamp on the <M;>py) can W assessed. 

•^(f) Yes. 
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Article F referred to in the anh^ to cloute (a) (0 «/ »n*tarred 
question Xo, S€. 

F. (1) Fees payable for searcbinjr the indexes and inspecting 
regi^ers shall be as follows: — 

« Rs. A. 

(1) For the first year for each entry or document for which 

search of the indexes of a s|>ecified office is made "... 1 0 

(ti) For everj* other year as aforesaid ... 0 8 

(Hi) For each register ImkiIj 1, 2, 3 or 4 inspected ... 1 0 

Provided that — 

(a) rii^fi^e for the search or iuspe<'tion of the regisiera of Any one 
office in respect of any one entry or document shall exceed 
Rs. 10; 

(h) no fees for the sean*h or inspection of the registers of any one 
office in re‘<pect of any numlK‘r of entries or din uments 
relating to one and the same property shall exceed Rs. 20, itnd 

(c) no fee for search shall 1 h* payable if in any application fen’ a copy 
of an entry or for inspection ol any eiitjy, the nature of the 
document, the date of registnition, the register and volume 
in which it is copied and its numl^er in such volume are 

■^ 4 * «hown. 

(2) Every applii ation tor the grant of a certified copy, except at the 
time of the registration of a doi’ument. ehall, subject to provigo (c) 
above, be accompanied by the fee presciilied for searching the indexes. 


A. 

Rules referred to in the answer to clause (a) iti) of unstarred question 

No. 56. 


Thk Bemmi, Rk(x>ri>s Mamaj., 1917. 

279. The ordinary Hearching fee shall be uniformly four annas for 
all cafres, leviable iu j|^]hesive court-fee stamps. This stamp is to bo 
afBxed to the applica'tion in addition to the one>anna gtamp in the cage 
of application for information and the two-anna stamp in the case of 
application* for copiea required under Rule 278 before being presentad 
to the proper officer. One search ing^.fee only shall be charged for any 
nninber of copies taken froiq the same record and included in the same 
application. 
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B. 

General Rule$ and Circular Orders of the High Court of JudiccUure 
at Fort William in Bengal ^ Appellate Side (Ciml), Volume I 
(pa^s 123-124). 

8. A«lee of four aniiafl shall be charg^ed for searching fot all 
documents, of which copies, whether certified or uncertified, are 
required. [Vide section 63 of Act I of 1872 (The Indian Evidence 
Act).] This fee shall be levied by means of a court-fee stamp to be 
affixed to all apjdications for information or copies, except such copies 
as the law requires t<) Ik* given free of cost. The stamp shall, in the 
case of applications for copies in Form No. (M) 181 in Volume II, 
be in addition to the one-unna stump required under Article I (a), 
Schedule*^ II, of the Court-fees Act, VII of 1870, on such applications. 
In the case of applications for information the searching-fee shall be 
the only fee required to l)e affixed to Form No. (M) 180 in Volume IT. 
One searching-fee only shall l)e charged for any number of copies 
taken from the same record and included in the same application. 
No searching-fee shall Ik* charged in resf>ect of copies of papers 
which have not Iwen dei>ositc*d on the racks of the record-rcwm. 

/Vote /. — The searching-fee is intended to meet all cases of* search, 
no distinction l)eing made Wtween sear(‘hes which entail a small 
amount, aird those which recjuire a large amount of labour. 

/Vote 2 . — As regards applications for copies under the (Joujrt-fees 
Act, 1870, Schedule II, A^icle I (a), jKiragraph 5, only one applica- 
tion with a single court-fee stamp of one-anna is necessary when a 
copy is applied for of any numl>er of documents in the same record; 
but when copies are recjuired of documents in more than one record, 
there must Ik* sejwrate applications with a sejwrate stamp for each. 

Note 3 , — In connection with applications for search for documents, 
and the like, in a Collector’s office, the Itearching-fee should be 
remitted by the civil court t<i the Collector in court-fee stamps and 
not in cash. 


C. 

General Buies and Circular Orders of the High Court of Judicature 
at Fort Willtain in Bcngaly Appellate Side (Criminal), Volume I 
(page 120). 

1. A fee of four annas shall be charged for searching for all 
documents of which copies are aptdied for, whether certified or un- 
certified. [Vide section 63 of Act I of 1872 (The Indian Evidence 
Act).] This fee shall be levied by means of a court-lee stamp to be 
affixed to all applications for information or copies, except such copies 
as the law requires to be given free of cost. The stamp shall, in the 
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ease of a^lications for copies in Foim No. (M) 116, Volume II, be 
in additimi to the two-anna stamp required under Article I (a) pf 
Schedule II of the Court-fees Act, VII of 1870, as amended by the 
Bengal Court-fees (Amendment) Act, 1922, on such applications. 
In the caee of applications for information, the searohing^fee shall 
be the only fee required to be affixed to Form No. (M) 115 V5w/. One 
eearching-fee only shall be charged for any numl)er of, copies taken 
from the same record and included in the same application. No 
searching-fee shall be charged in respect of copies of papers which 
have not been depoaite<l on the rack of the record-room. 

Note 1 . — The searching-fee is intended to meet all cases of search; 
no distinction being niade^ between searches which entail a small 
amount, and those which require a large amount of labour. (H. C, 
881, 1883.) 

Note 2 . — As regards applications fur (‘opies under Act VII of 1870, 
Schedule II, Article I ia), paragraph o, as amended by the Bengal 
Court-fees (Amendment) Act, 1922. only one application with a single 
court-fee stamp of tw(> annas is necessary when a copy is applied for 
of any number of documents on the same record: but when copies 
are recyiired of documents in more than one record, there must be 
separate appli(‘ations with a separate stamp for each. (H. (’. 1187, 
1881, and 1749, 1882.) 

Moilum tnd non-Mostamt in tlie rinkt of 8iilioliii|liotor and Impaolor 

of Police. 

57. Mauivi TAMiZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the l*oli<'e Dtqmrtment be plea.sed to lay on the table a 
statement showing, district by dislii<t. and year by y«»r, since the 
reconstitution of Ben^l in 1912 — 

(i) the iiumlMM-M)f Moslem and non-Moslem Sub-lnHiK*ctorM of 
l\)lice apiK/inted by (o) promotion from the grade of 
Assistant Sub-fnsfM*ctors, and (h) new recruitment; and 
(li) the nunilH»r of Moslem and non-Moslem Sub- Inspectors of 
Police promoted to the i*nnk of Inspe<*torsy 

MEMBER in oharga of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tlii Hon'bla 
Mr. A. N. MoNHy): Three statements are laid on the table. State- 
ments B and C do not give the desired information district by district 
because, in the matter of direct appointment to the rank of Buh- 
Inspectors \he information cannot be obtained without an expenditure 
of time and trouble incommensurate with its value, and in the matter 
of {^motion to the rank of Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors are home on a 
provincial list. 


3 
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Statement A referred to in the reply clause (i) (a) of unstarred question 
No. S7 shoxrinff the number of Moslem and non-Moslem Assistant 
Sub-Inspectors promoted to the rank of Sub-Inspectors. {The 
appointment of Assistant Sub-Inspectors was created in 1920^ vide 
G. a^No. 1H91 P. J., dated the 1st May, 1920.) 


Year. 

Ditirioi. 

Moelem. 

Non*Moalem. 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

1020 

Faridpur 

- 

1 

1 

1020 

Balca^anj 


2 

2 

1020 a 

Noakhali 


1 

« 1 

1920 

Mymonaingh 


2 

2 

1020 

Tippera 


1 

1 

1020 

Dacca 


2 

2 ‘ 

1020 

Howrah 


2 

2 

1920 

Birbhum 


1 

1 

1020 

4020 

Hooghly 


1 

L 

Midnaporc 


2 

2 

1020 

Burdwan 


) 

1 

1020 

C. I. D. 


1 

1 

1020 

Pabtia 


1 

1 

1020 

Darjeeling 


3 

3 

1920 

Jalpaignri 

i 


1 

1920 

Rangpur 


i 

1 

1020 

8<'aUlnh 0. R. P. 


1 

1 

1020 

Jewnre 


3 

3 

1020 

MiimhidAbaii^ . . 


1 

1 

1020 

Na<lia* ^ 


1 

1 

1020 

24-Pnivanafl 


2 

2 


ToUl 

1 

30 

31 

1021 

24ParKana« 

i 

1 

2 

1021 

Birbhum 


1 

1 

1021 

Burdwan 


1 

1 

1021 

Darj(*oling 


• 1 

1 

1021 

Malda 

i 


1 

1021 

Cliitiagong 


i 

1 

1021 

Myinenniiigh 


1 

1 


Total 

2 

6 

8 

1022 

Khulna 


1 

1 

1022 

£aat Indian Railway. Howrah 


1 

1 

1022 

Pabna 

.... 

1 

1 

1023 

1022 

Jalpaiguri 

P. T. CoUego, Sardah 


' i’ 

1 

1 

1023 

Noakhali 

«... 

1 c 

1 

1022 

Tippera 

1 

.... 

1 

1022 

My^niifigh 



1 


ToUl 

2 

0 

0 








1928 .] 


QUXSTIOKS. 


SB 


Ymt. 

Dittriet. ^ 

Hoafem. 

^on-Moalam. 

Total. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

1923 


Sealdah G. R. P. 


1 4 

1 

1923 


Nadia 


2 

2 

1923 


Khtilna 


1 

1 

1923 


24PargaDa8 


1 

1 

1928 


Jeaaore 


1 

1 

1923 


Hooghly 

i 


1 

1923 


Mklnapore 


i 

1 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 

1923 


Eaa^ Indian Railway. Howrah 
Bankura 

Howrah 


1 

1 

] 

1 

1 

1 


Jalpaigun 

Darjading 


1 

2 

1 

2 

1923 


Rajfihahi 


1 

1 

1923 


Faridpur 

Noakhali 


2 

2 

1923 



1 

1 

1923 


Bakarganj 


1 

1 

1923 


Dacca 


2 

2 

1923 


Mymenaingh 


2 

2 

1923 


Tippcra 


2 

2 



Total 

1 

24 

26 

1924 


I. B. 


1 

1 

1924 


Mymensingh 

i 

2 

3 

1924 


Dacca 


2 

2 

1924 


Bakarganj 

i 

2 

3 

1924 


Faridpur 

1 


1 

1924 


CTiittagong 


i 

1 

1924 


Pabna 

i 

1 

2 

1924 


Hajfiliahi 



2 

1924 


Rangpur 



1 

1924 

1924 


Jalpaiffuri 

P. T. College, Sardah 


* J 

1 

J 

1924 


Darjeeling 


1 

1 

1924 


Jcaaorc 


1 

1 

1924 


24Parganaa 


"1 

1 * 

1924 


Khulna 


1 

1 

1924 


Nadia 


1 

1 

1924 


Howrah 


2 

2 

1924 


Hof>ghly 


1 

1 ^ 

1924 


Midnapore 


2 

2 

1924 


Bankura 


1 

1 

1924 


Ea«t Indian Railway, Howrah 


1 

1 



ToUl 

4 


30 

1923 


24Parganaa 



1 

1925 


Jeaaore 



1 

1923 


Khulna 



1 

1923 


Nadia 



2 

1923 


Mumhidabad 

.... 


1 

1923 


Howrah 



1 

1923 


East Indian Railway. Howrah 

1 


2 

1926 


Midnapoce 



1 

1926 


Btrbhum 


1 

1 

1926 

1926 

» . 

Hooghly 

Aaai^f . * 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1926 


Burdwan 

* . . . 

1 

1 

1926 

1926 


Jalpaiguri 

P. TTCoUega, Sardah 

2 

.... 

2 

1 

1926 



— 

1 

1 
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Yw. 

DittHoi. ^ 

Moslein. 

Non'Moalero. 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1925 

R^ngpur 

ibjshahi 


1 

1 

1925 


1 

1 

1925 

Mmlda 


1 

1 

1925 

Dacca 


1 

1925 

Tippera 


2 

2 

1925 

Blymemingh 

i 


1 

1925 

Faridpnr 

1 

i 

2 

1925 

Bakarganj 


1 

1 

1925 

Noakhali 

.... 

1 

1 

1925 

C. I. D. 

.... 

1 

1 


Total 

6 

24 

30 

1926 

Miirthidabad 


1 

1 

1926 

24>Pargaiiaa 

.... 

2 

2 

1926 

Bealdah Railway Police 


1 

1 

1926 

Khulna 


1 

1 

1926 

Jeaaore 


3 

3 

1926 

Midnapore 

i 

1 

2 

1926 

Bankura 


2 

2 

1926 

Howrah ' . . 


1 

1 

1926 

Mymoniiingh 

i 

2 

3 

1926 

Dacca ^ . 

1 

1 

2 

1926 

Tippora 

1 


1 

1926 

Fandpur 


2 

2 

1926 

Bakarganj 


2 

2 

1926 

Dinajpiir 


o 

2 

1926 

Pabna 


1 

1 

1926 

P. T. (V>llegc, Sardah 


1 

1 

1026 

Jalpaiguri 


1 

2 

1926 

Malda 


1 

1 


Total 

6 

25 

SO 

1927 

24‘Parganaa 


1 

1 

1927 

Khulna 


1 i 

1 

1927 

Nadia . . | 



1 

1927 

Eaatem Bengal Railway, 





Sealdah 


1 

1 

iS? ;; 

Howrah 


2 

2 

Burdwan 


1 

1 

1927 

Midriat>on' 


1 

1 

1927 

Haiikuro 

.... 

1 

1 

1927 

birbhiitn 



1 

1927 

Honghly 


i 

1 

1927 

Pab^ 

i 


1 

1927 

Malda 

1 


1 

1927 

Rangpur 


i 

1 

1927 

1927 

Darjeeling 

P. T Coltegc, Saidah 


1 

2 

1 

2 

1927 

Kaatem Bengal and AMam- 





Ttengal Railways, Baklpur 


1 

1 

1927 

River Police 


1 

1927 

Farkipur 


1 

1 

1927 

Chitting 


2 

2 

1927 

Noakhali 


1 

1 

1927 

Tippera 


2 

2 

1927 

Myrnnsingh 


2 

• 2 

1927 

Daooa 


2 

2 

1927 

r. r. D. 


* 

1 


Toial 

4 

16 

30 



















QUESTIONS. 


1928.} 
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Statement B tef erred to in the repl^Jo clouee (i) (6) of ontiorred question 
No. S7 showing the number of Moslem m\d non^Moslem Sub* 
Inspectors of Police recruited direct. 


Year. 

Moetem. 

Non'Moafm. 

Total. 

I 

2 

3 

4 

im 

44 

57 

101 

1913 

67 

51 

108 

1914 

61 

47 

108 

1916 

54 

52 

106 

1916 

58 

67 

125 

1917 

90 

93 

183 

1918 

86 

97 

183 

1919 

37 

1 40 

77 

1920 

No direct n'rniitnK'nl wiw 
year. 

made in thia 

1921 

5 

5 

10 

1922 

3 

4 

7 

1923 

1 3 

4 

7 

1924 

12 

13 

25 

1025 .. 

15 

15 

30 

1926 

15 

15 

30 

1927 

15 

15 

30 


State/ncnt C referred to ni the reply to clause (n) of unstarred question 
No. o7 showing the nuinher of Moslem and non-M onlem Sub- 
Inspectors promoted to the rank of Inspectors. 


Year. 

Moslem , 

Nun>Maa8nn. 

Tot^U. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1912 





(After the reconetJtution -of Bengml.i 


1913 

1 

16 

17 

1914 

6 

19 

25 

1915 

2 

8 

10 

1916 

2 

32 

34 

1917 

2 

34 

36 

1918 

2 

26 

28 

1919 

4 

13 

17 

1920 . . 


9 

9 

1921 


4 

4 

1922 . . 


1 

1 

1923 .. . 


2 

2 

1924 • 

*'*3 

19 

22 

1925 .. 

5 

30 

35 

1926 , . 

5 

18 

23 

1927 

5 

17 

22 
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QUESTIONS. 

Mtdioil tofiool i|^ Btrliifiipare. 


[20th Fjsn. 


58. MahifiJ Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA HANDY: (a) Will the 
Hon’Ue Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to state whether there is any likelihood of the Medical 
School at BerRanipore being opened next year? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons for (he delay? 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) and (b) 

Every effort will be made to open the Medical School in July* 1928. , 
The delay is due to lack of complete detailed plans and estimates. 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

f 

Demand for Grant. 

43— Famioe Relief and Insurance. 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. MARR: On the lecommeudation of His 
Excellency the Governor I Wg to move that a sum of Its. 40,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “ 4.‘1 — Famine Relief and 
InsuraiH'e ” for granting relief to people affected by the scarcity. 

A meniorunduin has been (irculuted amongst the members of this 
Council explaining the present position. Out of the sum of Rs. 50,(MM> , 
voted V Legislative Council sums of Rs. 16,000, Rs. 10,000 and 
Rs. 12,(K)0 have been advanced to different district boards. These 
make a total of Rs. d8,000 leaving a balance of Rs. 12,0(K) in the present 
year's budget. A further demand of Rs. 46,000 has already been 
received from the districts of Murshidnbnd and Nadia. If the present 
4lemand is voted, this will give a total of Rs. 52,0(K) which will leave 
a balan<*e of Rs. 7,000 for unforeseen demands. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: In the absence of my friend Babu 
Jitendralal Bannerjee, I heg to move that the demand of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Marr l>e i-educed by Re. 1. As my friend who grave notice of this 
motion stated, this is done simply to expivss the opinion of the House 
that the amount asked for is veiy* small considering the requirements. 

I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 40,000 under the head “ 43 — 
Famine Relief and In8Ui*anre ” be reduced by Re. 1 (as a token cut 
in order to draw attention to the fact that the sum is utterly inade- 
quate). 



DEMAND FOE GSANT. 


n 


[3.15 I 

■** 

There is* no gainsaying the fact that distress in more or less acute 
form is prevailing in several parts of the province. Government’s 
policy has been laid down that they will protect every one from death 
due to starvation, but Wfore the man reaches the stage of death, I 
claim that Government ought to take steps to see that the people ai'e 
saved from death itself. Crops have failed in Western and Northern 
Bengal. There was a resolution to that effec t which would have been 
discussed in this Hou^e hut for want of quorum — except the I^eader of 
the House and the Hon ’hie Mr. Moherly, the Government l)enches 
were entirely empty. I submit that (rovernment have not taken 
sufficient steps to inquire and find out the actual slate of affairs in the 
n^'al areas. Bural aieas have always l>eeii neglected in the past, and 
will continue to he neglected in the future, the policy of Government 
being to look after the cities. Agriculture is the main indlistry in 
this province — I may say in this counfty, hut it is the most uiu'ared 
for department in the administrative machinery. But that is a 
question l)esides the mark. I submit that much moi-e money is ie(|uired 
for the relief of distress and famine. It is very difficult to convince 
Government that there is actual famine. wrote to the Hoirhle 
Revenue Meml>er aliout the state of affairs in a certain part of the 
district to which I l>eloiig, and T receivttd a reply from the Revenue 
Secretary in which he said “ with reference to your lefter Government 
is not aware of any distress jirevailing in that part of the country,” 
although (Toveniment was in close communi(*ution with the local 
authorities about this affair. I have seen with my own eyes and I 
have met people who have made applications to the Revenue Officer and 
Collector for relief, and if Government is not aware, in spite of this 
close communication with the p«»ople, I can only say that I pity the 
Government for its ignorance. Relief is wanted in every diriction. 
In the first place relief works should l>e started, in the seronir place, 
there should he gratuitous relief given to those absolutely in need, 
and thirdly, loans on reasonable terms ought to Ik* given to the people 
now in want of funds. 1 tlijnk the state of affairs that prevails in my 
district is the same in many other districts, and if I s{)eak of the condi- 
tions in my district it is simply Wcause I am personally aware of the 
facts there. The situation is that people who own lands and w'hc» have 
agricultural lands are now in distress because crops have failed, and 
it cannot be denied that our agricultural population from year to year 
have very little margin left to them to meet the scarcity of famine; 
naturally they are now in want and their number is very large, and 
our <'ountr^^nen, the money-lenders, are taking advantage of the situa- 
tion and demanding exhorbitant rates of interest even to the extent 
of 30 per cent., and in some cases more than that. Under the circuin* 
fiances it will be a sheer act of mercy and I think it is alsi> the duty 
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of Government to come to the relief of these people and to giTe them 
money on reasonable terms and on aufficient security. In some cases, 
I was told the other day in my district that relief works were open, but 
nobody came f o work at the rates offered by the Government or the district 
hoard. The rates offered for the test work are so ridiculous that peofde 
could not l)e expected to accept them. Eij^ht or 10 pice a day offered 
for a day’s lulmur when rice is selling at 5 annas a seer is absolutely 
uselcsM, because if a man worked even the whole day he could not get 
more than half a seer of rite. If a man (annot get more than half a 
seer of rice f(»r himself and his family, where is the inducement? They 
are placdiig the rates lower and lower, and if they do not get the people 
to come and work, they say “ there is no distress, because people will 
not accept relief work.^* I think it is a dodge of which any adminis- 
tration ought to be ashamed. I submit that this was an opportunity 
in which Government in the Revenue Department could have done a 
great deal of good to the (*oinmunity. Our irrigation tanks have 
silted up through the neglect of Government and the zemindars, not 
of the cultivators, and this is the time when action could have been 
taken under the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act, 
but unfortunately the procedure laid down there is so cumbrous that 
no acti(m can he taken Sinless a year has passed. The time is critical 
and I say the people have begun to die and whatever has to l)e done 
must Ih* done now or never. The ordinary details which are associated 
with all Government measures should l>e avoided in the present instance 
just to save the population from distress and death. 

1 hope the members of the House will support my motion. If this 
motion is lost, I will undei'stand that the House does not appreciate 
or recognise that there is distress in the <*ountry or that relief is neces- 
sary. 

Khtn Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: I rise to support the 
motion of my friend Mauivi Abul Kasem. I l>elong to the district 
of Murshidahnd, and I know acute distress is raging in that part of 
the country, and from reports I have received from other places, the 
same is the ca^e in other districts as well. In my own district I have 
found, many persons raine to get work at the Bally Bridge in order 
to get a living, hut they had to return as there was no work there. The 
authorities have tried to some extent to alleviate the distress but much 
remains to l>e done, and the misfortune of the whole affair is that 
the business of meeting the wishes of the people and of representing 
their grievances rests w'ith those persons who are in absolute wrant of 
sympathy with the masses. It is unfortunate that they are the heads 
of the Government w'ho are dealing w'ith very wide areas, they have 
nothing to do w'ith the masses and know very little of the people remain- 
ing in the country. It is this to a great extent which is responsible 
for the way in which the affairs of the masses are looked after, and it 
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is tliis Hull enables the people of the country to live in distress, and 
particulatfy on this occasion when it was necessary’ for Gk>Teniiiient 
to come forward with a liberal grant, Government did nothing what* 
soever. 1 gave notice of a resolution in this Council that R«. 6 lakhs 
should be provided in the budget for the relief of famine in Murshida* 
bad, but somehow the resolution never came up for disi'ussioii, and 
there was no possibility of the matter coming up again, and the replies 
received to the question put to the Government wei'e not very 
encouraging. This is how the matter stands, and I can assuie the 
House that the extent of the distress in Murshidal>ad and the ueighltour* 
ing places is veiy* great, and it is alisolutely necessary that Govern- 
ment should come forward with a liberal grant for this purpose if it 
cares for the welfare of the people. It is very necessary to give 
gratuitous relief to the people, and also necessary to piovide a large 
sum for the assistance of the ciiltivatoi*s. It is they who have to go 
to the money-lenders to borrow money, and we have Just heard fi*om 
Maulvi Abul Easem of the very high mtes of interest charged. This 
may mean nothing to those who live He<‘ure with fat salaries, but to 
those persons who have to mortgage their lands, and if that land is 
taken from them, it means that they and their children have to starve. 
I appeal to the inemWrs to see to this and to provide a sufficient sum 
of money for this pur|MJse, and in order to show our displeasure of the 
way in which Government are acting in this matter, I appeal to tb 
House to accept the motion that has lM»en laid l)efore Ihem by Maulvi 
Abul Easem. 

Khan Batiadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: 1 am afniid 1 cannot 

see eye to eye with Maulvi Abul Kasein in the matter of this Hiucudment. 

I (’ome fi*om Nadia where recently some famine operations lui\e Ijeen 
carried on, and I speak with the experience of one who has had to do 
a certain amount of work in (onnection with th*s famine work. If 
the amendment hud Wen differently vrorded, namely, that early steps 
should be taken for the revision of the Famine Code, I would have 
certainly supported him. This Code U antediluvian and antiquated, 
and more in keeping with the kind of work that was done in Behar, 
but does not at all suit the conditions and cirrm in stances of Bengal. 
If in connection with this motion T can do anything, it is to draw the 
attention of the Government and the Hon^ble Member in charge to 
the fact that early steps should be taken to reviw this Famine Code. 
There is no doubt of the fact that so far as this amount of money ia 
concerned, it is veiy^ inadequate, but I think the mover of the motion 
is ignorant of the difficulties under which the famine operations in 
these districts are being carried out. Under the present Famine Code 
Oovernineift has responsibility which comes into operation at the 
secondary stage, only after the district lioard has taken up the work 
in its initial stage in starting test works. The difficulty which U 
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experienced by everybody in test works is that the Famine Code has 
been prepared in such a complicated manner that it is totally unsnih 
able to the conditions of Bengal, and it is most difficult to cany out 
the district board test works. I should say that what is actually 
necessary is not that more inone>; should just now be paid by Govern- 
ment, but that Government should be in actual possession of the real 
facts to enable them to know the extent of famine. A certain amount 
of responsibility is thrown on the district boards; but they cannot 
take up any work under the present Famine Code because the construe- 
•^ion of the Code is so complicated that they cannot come to any decision 
one way or the other. If I had on opportunity 1 would be able to 
explain in more detail how in actual practice it is very difficult to 
start real test works. In my own district, I know, it took the Chair- 
man, the Vice-Chairman of the district Iwiard, the District Magistrate 
and the District Engineer about two months to find out the actual rate 
that should he paid in relief measures. They <*ould not come to any 
-definite decision and had to change their mode of operations from 
time to time to suit conditions — all in view (»f the complicated nature 
of the Famine Code. Therefore, so far Ois this amount of Rs. 40,000 
is concerned, the real point is, it is not a (|uestion of so much money, 
but a revisicm of the Famine Code, and to this T would draw the 
immediate attention of the House. At present Government have no 
opportunity of knowing the real state of atfairs. Then fore, it is 
impossible f(»r me to support the amendment in it'* pie^ent t-om. 

'{-Ul C.M. 

Mr. 8. C. MUKERai: I aim not very niu(*h lomerned with the 
fact whether the Famine Code is complicated or uoi or whether it is 
an antediluvian document. What I am camcerned with is to get a 
definite statement from the Hon’Me Member in a harge us t^ the gravity 
of the situation and the magnitude of the scarcit\ that is pi’evailing 
in different parts of the province of Bengal and to know whether the 
facts and figures given hv the hon’hle members who have sfwiken on 
the amendment are correct. Is the Hon’hle Member in possession of 
the facts atiout the actual state of things and is it a fact that hundreds 
and thousands of people are actually suffering from dire starvation and 
are faced with deaths That i*' the question with which we are con- 
cerned. If the facts and figures given by the lumHde members of this 
House me correct and if it is a fact that Rs. 40,000 is not sufficient 
for the purpose, then it is the Imunden duty of the Government to 
provide f<»r more money and save people from ileath. 

Ra|t BHUPENORA N>IRAYAN tINHA BtliMNir, of NailiiBiir: 

Bir, I rise to support the motion just moved by the Hon*ble Member. 
It is a matter of great gratification that the Hon’ble Member baa 
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brought forth this kind of motion of public- interest and utility and I 
express our best thanks to him for same. 

I doubt not that this motion will be universally acH-epted by the 
members of the different parties, I find that my friend Mr. Abul Kasem 
has brought an amendment with the object of di-awing the attention 
of the Hon'ble Member to increase the grant. I have every sympathy 
with the mover but considering the shortness of the time, as the finau* 
rial year will l)e closed in the (*ourse of a month and a quarter, I 
think it wcmld not he jM»^sihle to spend a larger ainimnt in the shoif^ 
time available, adecfuately and properly even if the H(»n’hK* Member 
accepts a demand for higher amount'^. In that c-ase, there would l>e a 
surplus amount left unspent at the close of the year which w’ould lapse 
automatically. Under the circuin.stunit*s. I think we should be content 
with the amount of Hs. set apart for famine relief work for the 

prenent and we should recjuesi the Hon ble Member to piovide a suit- 
able sum under the same head “ Famine Relief Work ’* in the budget 
for the coming year: so that we <*an utilise the sum from .\prii next if 
it be re([uii*ed to do so. 

Sir, lieing one of the inhabitants ot the distric t of Murshidabad 
and having some landed property in the districts of Murshidabad and 
Birbhum, I had occasion of visiting the %ffec‘ted areas of the districts. 
It is impo'^sible for me to depic t the suffeiings of the cultivators due to 
the want of rain. Had there Iceeii no Famine (\ule and a wretched Ulause, 

I think Famine would liaM* allead^ Ikm-ii dcM-lared in the attec*ted areas 
instead cd dec laring scarcity only. As regards Mui-shidabad distric t, I 
am thankful to Mi. French, the Distric t Magistrate for the interest he 
has taken in the mattc>r. He has visited the affected aieas of the Ica ality 
and has made ai rangeinents for opening out of test works tin the relief of 
di.stre.ss. JJ’he Distric t Hoard of Miirshidahud has advanced Hs. l,o(Ml for 
the purpose. Rut as the financial position of the Distric-t Board was not 
equal to the tusk and us the (loveruiiient loan was not forthcoming, the 
District Magistrate advanced Us. 7,otM) t<* the H<»ard as a tenijnirary loan 
out of the Flood Relief I’und whic h was raised some years ago and w'hich 
was ’lying at his disposal. Since then the (biverniiient has iidvanced 
R.S. 20.000 to the Board without interest on different dates. Though 
this sum has relieved the sufferings to a ceilain extent, it is ejuite 
inadequate tec cojh* with the present situation and the District Board of 
Murshidabad in pursuanc-e of the resolution, dated the ^Ird Dec^einlier 
last, moved the (loverninent for a further loan of Rs. 54,000. 

iSecoiidly. Sir, I wrould draw the attention of the Hon’hle Meiiilier 
of the Revenue Department to a c-ertain matter. This has alraady l>een 
done by my c-olleague Khan Bahadur Maulvi Kkraiiiul Huq. We all 
know that Relief Work has lieen started to mitigate the sufferings of 
the cultivators, it would then be a great hardship to them if the 
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cuhivatorfi and the land owning elasaes were forced to paj tlie coat of idle 
Settlement Operations in the districts of Murshidabad and Birbhum in 
this year of scarcity. Belief Operations would not be a real relief if 
the people have to pay this unexpected additional sum. I would appeal 
to the Hon’ble Member, on behalf of the tenants and the landholders, who 
are also affected on account of the failure of crop, to postpone the pay- 
ment of the cost for the settlement operation for one year only. With 
these few words I heff to supp<)i*t the motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Marr. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi $YED MAQBUL HUSAIM: Sir, I beg to 
support the motion which has been moved by my hon’ble friend Mauivi 
Abul Easem. We have been hearing a good deal about famine in 
Northern Bengal and Westeim Bengal, but about the situation in East 
Bengal we have not heard anything. So far ns my knowledge goes— 
I belong to the Chittagong Division — owing to the recent flood in 
September and October a considerable damage has been done in a 
laige area in Chittagong. That damage was on account of the stag- 
nation of water and the water could not pass quickly owing to the *ig- 
zag course of the rivers Telparni and Konkria and the Gunaimardan 
Bil and thtd flood continued for about 15 or If} days, as a ivKult of 
which all the crops were A^^maged, and the people are now starving, 
as the price <irf rice has jl^creased very considerably. Durinji the 
givater poHion of the year rice in Chittagong i< sold at famine price. 
So, my submission is that this Rs. 40,000 is quite inadequate. This 
sum. T think, is intended for the big famines which have ravaged the 
districts of Mur‘»hidabad, Hiibhum and rjfljcr pbues in North and AVest 
Bengal. I submit that piDvision should also be made for other dis- 
tricts in Bengal. With these wor<b I 'submit that IG. 40,0(K) is 

too inadequate and it ought to be considerably increased in order to 
meet the situation. ^ 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Sir, I would not have thought it 
necessary to intervene in this debate, but for the fact that my young 
friend, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Azizul Haque, has come forward in 
support of the Government Meml)er, as if the Government have not 
got suflBcient numl)er of suppoiiers at their command. 


Khin BslMMlur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE S On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. I did not intend to support the Government Member 
and it is not my practice to support Government at all times. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL*UL HUQ: AA'heu I have explained the position 
to him he will piesently find whether the part attrilmted to him ia 
correct or not. 
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in.Jn i •*“* “ 5««tlemM, who holds the title of 

Khan Madur and is a Public Proseiutor. to come forward «„d 

Members «t inconvenient times. I have nothing 
to say. me remind my friend, however, that in supporting tlS 

rendered a great disservice to his country and to his communitv 


M . PRESIDENT: I do not think you are right ip costing reflec- 
tions upon the character of a memlier of this House, and I shall b* 
glad if you will confine yourself to the amendment 


Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I how to your ruling. So far as mv 
remarks weie concerned I may say that they were meant for a membeV 
of this House who IS a friend, and I would ask him to take them in the 
spirit in which they were made. As rejyards this pai*ticular provision, 
it 18 not Its adequacy or the inadetiuacy which is in question, hut the 
apparent neglect of the (foverninent to take note of the situation and 
make provision accordingly. My friend. Mr. Mukerji. seems to ask 
the Hon’hle Memlier fo put liefore the Council facts and figures as 
regards the actual distress. I can almost anticipate what |he Hon’hle 
Mr. Marr will say. I say the Hon ’hie Ml^Mlher cannot put the concert 
facts and figures liefore the (’ouncil, liecause he himself is not aware 
of the magnitude of the distress prevailing in the country. He is in 
possession of those facts and figures only which have heen forwarded 
to him thi-ough the official channel.s--^the district officers, whose main 
business is to minimise as far as possible the actual state of distress 
prevailing in the districts. If it is admitted that there is actual dis- 
tress, it becomes the Iwunden duty of Government to make ade<iuate 
provision to meet it. I have no doubt that Government at the present 
moment will not be prepared to make this admission and provide more 
money, liecause its resoun'es are swallowed up by other less important 
things Sir. so far as the voting on this motion is concerned. I have 
got absolutely no doubt : it will lie supported by the votes of the (lovern- 
ment hirelings and it will be supported by the votes of the Eurof)ean 
members whose duty, it seems, is to support Government at all times. 
But I hope the Indian memliei-s will rise to the height of the occasion 
and support this amendment in order to express dissatisfaction with 
the Government for not making sufficient provision to meet a serious 
situation that has arisen in the country. In some districts there has 
been a failure of crops and in many places the distress is so acute that 
that it beggars all description : the newspapers have given full accounts. 
This smal] provision has been made os if to shut the eyes of the people 
to the actual state of affairs, but there are people who know the real 
situation and I say that ^lese makeshifts will not deceive them. There- 
fore I wholeheartedly support the amendment. 
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Mr* W« H« NELSONS A great deal of the criticism which thia^ 
motion for a grant has come in for is due to misapprehension. In 
addition to the grant of Rs. 50,000 in the budget, supplemented by 
Rs. 40,000, loans to the amount of Rs. 57,460 were distributed to the 
cultivators to enable them to purchase seeds for the spring crop. Over 
a lakh of rupees has been distributed as land improvement loans in 
the affected areas to enable private individuals to carr>' out works of 
improvement and give employment to labourers affected by the scarcity. 
Such loans are still being distributed and a sum of Rs. 1,57,000 is avail- 
able for distribution. 


3-45 r.M. 

Gratuitous relief has also been granted in cases of real necessity. 
Government have sanctioned Rs. 5,000 from Trust Funds at their dis- 
posal and Collectors have granted relief from similar funds of which 
details are not available. 

Those District Boards which have found it necessary to open relief 
works have spent about Rs. 50, (MK) out of their own funds before apply- 
ing for assistance from Government. 

Adding these figures together we get Rs. 2 ^ lakhs which have been 
spent on rflief works and loans up to date; Rs. 1,57, 000 is still avail- 
able within this financial year for distribution in T^and Improvement 
lioans. 

As regards this particular demand of Rs. 40,000 the demand comes 
\inder sections 84 and 85 of the Famine Code. To explain it I may 
quote parts of the sections 

“ 84. AVhenever distress is apprehended, the District Board of the 
locality should economise in its ordinaiw expenditure in all reasonable 
ways, and should set apart a.N much of it.^ funds ns possible for expendi- 
ture on works, adapting its programme of works, as far as it can, to 
subserve tlie purpo'^es of relief. On tlie approach of distress, the 
ordinary works of the District Board should be expanded in order to 
meet the increased demand for labour and to enable the opening of 
regular relief works to be postponed ns long as possible, as also to 
afford a teet of the severity of the distress and of the necessity for 
regular relief operationa. 

" 86. Expenditure on test works should, in the fii-st instance, be 
defrayed by the District Board, so far as its funds permit. If it is neces- 
sary to carry on such works for any length of time, funds may be 
advanced by Government as required and, at the final adjustment of 
accounts, Government may reimburse the District Board to such extent 
ns may be thought proper upon a consideration of the state of its 
finances and of the utility to the Board of the works carried out.” 

Out of Rs. 50,000 allotted in the Budget Rs. 47,000 has already 
been distributed to those District Boards who had applied for advances 
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for tbe purpose of opening test relief works. It is estimator tbat a 
further sum of Rs. 40,000 will be retjuired for this particular purpose 
till the end of March. There are 40 daj's till the end of Mart'h and 
expenditure has not reached Rs. 1,000 a day. On the first of April a 
provision under this head of Rs. 2} lakhs will, it is hoped, become 
available. 

As regards criticisms of the Famine Code 1 may say that the 
Famine Code repi-esents the experience of a hundred yeinii of famine 
in this Province and in other provinces of India. Officers of Govern-^ 
inent are following its provisions. It is out of the question to consider 
a change in the provisions of the Famine Code at this moment. The 
rate at which labourers are paid has been criticised. The rules for 
fixing the rate of pay are laid down in the Famine ('ode. The money 
wage is (‘alculated with reference to the price of rice in the locality. 
The rates are not intended, to be competitive. Test works are not 
supposed to compete with ordinary work. For that reason, the wages 
are regulated by the rules in the Famine Code. 

Tha Hon'Wa Mr, A. MARR: Sir, 1 only wish to make one jxnnt 
clear. Mr. Nelson has explained the position up to date. With 
reference to certain arguments advanced as to the inadecpiacy of the 
amount now demanded, 1 may that these relief works cannot pos- 
sibly l)e finished within one financial year and must be carried over 
from one year to another. Mr. Nelson has explained why only 
Rs. 40,0(M) is re(iuired for the balance of this year. I shall explain 
later on diying the coui*se ol niy llud|!^t speech that in the next year, 
instead of the m)rmal provision of Rs. r)l),tMK) for advances to District 
Boards, we aie |)ropt»sing a sum of R*'. 2A lakhs. As regards J^and 
Improvement and Agricultural l/oans, the original pr(»vision was Rs. 2 
lakhs. We added another Rs. 2 lakhs to that making if Rs. 4 lakhs. 
Since then we have made piovi^ion in the revised estimate for 
Rs. 6,72,(K)0. In next year^ budget we propose to provide Rs. 7} 
lakhs instead of Rs. 2 lakhs. 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 40, (MM) under the head “ 4.3— 
Famine Relief and Insurance ” lie reduced by Re. 1 (as a token cut 
in order to draw attention to the fa<‘t that the sum is utterly inade<iuate) 
was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Afal, Mauivi Syttf MtfMmiiuuf. 
AtaiMi, Mattlwi AtimiidAln. 

AliaiMitf. Maiilvi lUtinNMin. 

Aii, Mr. Allaf. 

Atiairilam Mr. tyttf Mi. 
eiMiMllMiry, Maalal KiMrtAti Alaai. 
OaiMi, Mr. P. N. # 

Hm IOmh ■ai ai i i r MmUM Ikraimii. 
Him, Mr. A. K. PaxHil. 


NtfMifi, KMan aalMMlur Maulvi Syai MmAmI. 
HtttMin, Maulvi Lataffat. 

Karim, Maulvi AMut. 

KatMi, Maulvi Abul. 

KKan, Klum faliib Maulvi Muaxtam All. 
Kfuui, Maulvi TamimMia. 

Khali, Mr. flaxaiir morntm. 

Muhtrli, Mr. t. 6. 

Naiiiy, Maharaj KuaMir Srlt Oh aa i ra* 



48 


[2DrH Vbii. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT, 

♦ 


HslMiaii, Mftiilvi Aiimr. 
Ralmiafi. Maufvj tlunuMir-. 
flalNiuui, Hr. A. P. M. AMur-. 
flalkat, Mr. Prataima Otb, 
nauf, Mavivi Sytd AbdtM*. 
flay> Aiku Naaantfra Narayan* 


Ray, MalMraJa J tii iKra NaM, af Naltpa. 
Ray diaiidAMri, Mr. K« 6. 

•arkaaiMkari, Dr. Sir Oava Rratai. 

•an, Mr. iatiali cnanira. 

•ataiman, Mavivi MuIumnmmI. 


NOEt. 


Datian, Mr. <1. f. 

•aaiallt, Mr. A. 

diaiiaavri, tat Man’Via Nawab ialuiaur 
•aiyU Nawab Ali, Khan DabaVur, af 
Dbanbari. 

Oaban, Mr. 0. 4. 

C iapar, Mr. C. Q. 

Day. Mr. fl. 0. 

DawAlng. Mr. T. W. 

Orummand, Mr. 4. Q. 

Dvlt. Mr. 0. t. 

■ddia, Mr. A. MaO. 

Parraatar, Mr. 4. Campbalt. 

Obaaa. Mr. M. C. 

Dbiuuiavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Abmad 
Kban. 

Naaain, tba Han'bla Nawab Mitabarruf, 
Kban labadur. 
damaa. Mr. P. K. 

Lindsay. Mr. 4. H. 


MaaDaan. Mr. d. A. 

Maguira. Mr. L. T. 

Marr. tba Han*bia Mr. A. 

MaCliitfcia. Mr. I. T. 

Miitar. tba Nan’bla Sir Pravaab Cbundar. 
Mabarly. tba Han’bla Mr. A. N. 

Nalaan. Mr. W. H. 

Oatan. Mr. E. P. 

Parratt. Mr. P. 

Pbalpa. Mr. Travar d. 

Prantiaa. Mr. W. D. R. 

Raid, Mr.-R. N. 

Saabaa. Mr, P. A. 

•arhar. ^aj tabib Rabati Mahan. 

•attar, Khan babib Abdus. 

•hinnar, Mr. •. A. 

•tuart-Willlama. Mr. •. C. 

Tata, Major-Oanaral Oadfray. 

Tbampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Wardaworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes F)einj^r 29 and the Noes«^ the motion was lost. 

The following' motion was then put and ujr^ed to: — 

“ That a sum of Rs. 40,000 he prrauted for expenditure under the 
head “ 4-1 — Famine Relief and Insuranre ” for f?rantinp relief to 
people affected by the scarcity.** , 


Introduotion of the Budget of the Government of Bengal for the year 

1828-2S. 


4 r.M. 

The HonPble Mr. A. MARR: I have the honour to piesent the 
hudpet estimates tif the Government of Benpal for the year 1928-29. 
This is the first budget which falls to me to present as Meml)er in charge 
of the Finance Departmviit, and I regret exceedingly that if is not a 
more satisfactory dwument from the point of view of the province as 
a whole. 

S ivm estimates are presented in the usual form, with the 
statements and usual api>endices. The list of original works, 
showing separately works in progress and new works, is given in 
Appendices A and B, while original works not charged to revenue are 
shown in Api>endix €. The two parts of Appendix D give tllie detaile 
of the charges incurred by the High Commissioner and the Accountant- 
General, India Office, in London. This latter^ statement is M out 
in detail, so that members may be able to see how the expenditure 
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u distributed under the T&rious major beads of 
tbe bitdji^ In these statements we have endeaToured to lire the 
fullest iimination possible, and I hope this will meet the require* 
meats of all members for the discussion of the budget and the subee* 
quent yotiag of grants. If any member, however, experiences any 
difficulty, or desires to have any further information or explanation, 
Mr. Cassells and I will be very pleased to see him at any time either 
at Writers* Buildings or in this House. In fact, every member of 
Gbvernment, each in his own department, will be only too glad to 
help members in every way. 

In his speech last year, when presenting the current year s budget, 
the Hon’ble Sir James Donald referred to the difficulty in arriving at 
approximately accurate estimates, both on the receipt and on the 
expenditure sides, in the mrcumstances of recent years, but he added 
that we were getting dHm to a more normal basis and were in a 
better position to deteimine more accurately our true financial jXMii- 
tion. The correctness of this conclusion is, I think, shown by the 
figures of the year 1926-27, although we shall require further experi- 
ence to gauge accurately the financial effect of changes under certain 
heads of expenditure, for examjde, comm utut ion of jiensions. 

1S2e.27.— The actuals of the year 1926-27, which are now definitely 
known, exhibit a clos% approximation to the revised estimate which 
was placed before the Council last year. ()n the revenue side, the 
sanctioned estimate for that year amounted to Us. 10,77,70,000 and 
the revised estimate was put at Hs. 10,49,80,000. The actual receipts 
turned out to l)e Us. 10,50,60,(K)0, only Us. 80,0(K). above the revised 
estimate. 

On the expenditure side, the original estimate for that year was 
Rs. 10,94,79,000, which was augmented by a supplementary grant of 
Us. 20,73,000 to Us. 11,15,52,000. This was reduced on the revised 
estimate to Rs. 10,81,83,000. The actual exi>enditiire was 
Rs. 10,71,19,000 — a difference of only a little over Rs. lOJ lakhs, 
spread over numerous heads. The total figures 1 have just mentioned 
exclude loan and capital operations. Taking everything into account, 
our income in 1926-27 was Rs. 10,67,38,000 and our expenditure 
Rs. 11,06,51,000, reducing the o|)ening balance of Rs. 2,38,26,000 to 
Rs. ly^,13,000 at the end of the year. 

I027*2lk — Ijet me now tuin to the working of the current year. . A 
year ago we estimated that our revenues for the year 1927-28 would 
amouiti to Rs. 10,71,89,000. Against this we have put the revised 
estimate It Re. 10,76,61,000 — an increase of nearly Rs. 5 lakhs. This 
is nminly doe to an abnormal receipt pf Rs. 1,59,000 from the Govern- 
ment #1 India as ibi||^6ovemment*8 share of the cost of non-postal 
ftam^ in stock on tbe Ist April, 1921, as explained on page 27 ot tbe 
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Financ44 Statement and Rs. 2,39,000 representing tHe estimated sale- 
proceeds of Government lands situated in Porabazar and Chow- 
ringhee. The only other noticeable variations are a decrease of 
Rs. 5,75,000 apprehended under “ VI — Excise due chiefly to the existence 
of agricultural distresH in a^mie districts of the Presidency and increase 
of Rs. 5 lakhs anticipated under ** VII — Stamps.^* The revenue under 
this head is recovering from the slump of 1926-27, and we are gradu- 
ally getting the increase expected as a result of the increased stamp 
duties, but receipts are still below the level of 1925-26. There are 
some slight differences between sanctioned and revised estimates under 
various heads, which are explained in detail in the Financial 
Statement. 


Including a loan of Rs. 29,20,000 from the Government of India 
to finance our cajntal expenditure, w# estimated a receipt of 
Rs. 07,23,000 on capital accounts. As the Commissioners for the Port 
of Chittagong will not require the loan of Rs. 5 lakhs this year for 
the improvement of the Port, the revised estimate has been reduced 
tu Rs. 32,75,000. The revised estimate, it wdll be noticed, includes 
a receipt of Rs. 1,08,000 on account of the Depreciation Fund for 
Government Presses, which was hitheito kept in the Deposit Account 
by the Accountant-General, but which under the orders of Auditor- 
General has now been shown under the new head “ Depreciation Fund 
for Government Presses ** opened for the jmipose. Including capital 
accounts, the total receipts we estimate will amount to Rs. 1 l,09,3t).rMM> 
against the sanctioned estimate of Rs. 11,09,12,000. 

On the expenditure side we expect to have savings of over Rs. 39{ 
lakhs. It will l)e ob.served that under head “ 45 — Su]>erannuatiou 
allowances and ])ensions,” the revised has been put at Rs. 64,91,000; 
♦hat under bead “ 45A — Commutation of j)ension8,’’ a provision of 
Rs. 9 lakhs has been made in the revi.sed against no ]>rovision in the 
budget; and that against head “GOB — Commuted value of pension.s 
(not charged t(» revenue),” the budget provision of Rs. 9 lakhs has 
l)een altered to a minus figure (»f Rs. 12,58,fK)0 in the revised. This 
reclassifii'ation of accounts ladween those three heads has been 
explained <m jx\ge 87 of the Financial Statement. There are small 
savings under other heads, but the main decrease in exi)enditure i.s 
under “ 41 Civil AV(»rks,” the reason l>eing that the Public, Works 
Department have not l>een able to work up to their programme. Con- 
siderable savings are exjx'cted under the heads “ 55 — Construction of 
irrigation, navigation, embankment and drainage works (not charged 
to revenue) ” and “ Iioans and Advances by the Bengal Government.’' 
The savings under fonner head are due to the difficulty in obtaining 
tools and plant required for the construction of the Damodar Chnal 
and under the latter altttost entirely to tha postponement of the 
taking of the loan of Rs. 5 lakhs this year by the Commisaionera 
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of the Port of Chittagong and of the loan of Es. IJ lakhs for the new 
Howrah Bridge. The net result of the working of 1927-28, no we now 
estimate it, is a total income of Rs. 11,09,36,000 ns against 
Bs. 11,09,12,000 in the budget and a total exi)enditure of Rs. 11,21,22,000 
compared with Rs. 11,60,86,000 as originally provided, supplemented 
by a sum of Rs. 2 lakhs granted in the supplementary estimates, leav- 
ing us with a closing Inilance of Rs. 1,87,27,000. 


1928 - 29 .— Before I go oil to deal with the revenue and expenditure 
sides of the budget for the year 1928-29, 1 wish to explain one point as 
regards the method of accounting, in which that budget differs slightly 
from previous budgets. This is with regard to the treatment of gmss 
end net grants in the Demands for Grants. T^p to now, when Govern- 
ment has rendered certain services to private persons or liodies (includ- 
ing local funds') — for exan^ple, services rendered by the Police Depart- 
ment to the Calcutta Port Commissioners — the co.st of these services 
has been shown on the expenditure side of the budget and the recoveries 
made from the private person or body have lieeii dedu<*ted from the (*ost 
and shown as deduct entries, also on the expenditure side of the budget. 
This method of showing these entries vas clialienged some years ago, and 
the (Vntral Public Ai'counts Committee first raiseil this point in their 
report on the accounts of 1922-23. Since then the whole question has 
been under the careful considioat inn of (nneriimeiit, both from the 
constitutional and the accounting jmints of view. The general 
principle finally arrived at b\ the (iovernment of India ma\ he 
summarised in the following formula : 

“ AVhen a lecovcix fiom another (toveiiiment repreHeiits nothing 
more than the debit to that Government of expemhture which wa^* pio* 
perly m) debitable fiom the moment when the expenditure was sanc- 
tioned, the recovery does not represent revenue, and a net grant should 
be presented. Recoveiies of all other kinds do represent revenue. 
They should )h* shown as such and the giant for expenditure sliould be 
gloss.*’ 


The Auditor-General has now laid down certain rules foi regulating 
the exhibition of recoveries of expenditure in Government Accounts, 
and he has directed that these rules shall come into force with effect from 
the accounts for 1928-29. The main rule now laid down is to the 
following effect; — 

“ Recoveries fraiii private persons or bodies (including local funds, 
Indian States and Governments outside India) should, as a general 
rule, be tff?ated as revenue and not as deduction from expenditure.** 

This rule is subject to certain exceptions which need not concern us 
here. 
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Afi the Auditor-Qenera] has directed that this method of acco^ntihg 
shall come into force with effect from the accounts for 192B-29, we have 
no option but to make corresponding changes in our budget For the 
convenience of members of this House I have drawn up a separata 
statement showing the alterations inaile on this account under the major 
heads, both on the revenue and expenditure sides of the budget. 

The total of these alterations conies to Rs. 8,46,000 on the revenue 
side and to Rs. 8,45,000 on the exjiendituje side and as members will 
at once r^lise, the effect is to increase the revenue and the expenditure 
sides of nie budget by these sums which should, therefore, be deducted 
from both sides of the budget before comparison is made with previous 
years. 

I* 

RaoSpU, 1KS-29 • — ()n the revenue side, the budget figure for 
ordinary revenue has been put at Rs. 10,92,61,000, but, as I have 
said al)ove, liefore we can compare this figure with those of previous 
years, we must deduct lU. 8,46,000 on account of this new method of 
accounting. We thus arrive at a net figure of Rs. 10.84,15,000, as 
compared with the actuals of Rs. 10,60,60,000 for the year 1926-27 
and a revised estimate of Rs. 10,76,61,000 for 1927-28. that is 
to say, our budget figure is Rs. 7,54, 0(K) higher than our ivvised esti- 
mate fm* the current year. Under “ 5 — Land Revenue ” we have 
wtimated foi an imuease in receipts amounting to Rs. 8,48,000. Of 
this sum, however, Rs. 4,*‘n,(MK) is due to tlie new methcKl of account- 
ing for recoveries, as will W seen from the annexe<l statement. This, 
therefore, leaves a bnlaiii^ of Rs. 4,11,000, which is due altogether to 
abtunmai settlement recoveries. Under the head “ VT — Excise,” we 
have provided for an increase of Rs. 4 lakhs in the hoja* that next year 
agricultural conditions will have improved. Even if this increase is 
obtained. I should like to iM)int out that the increase will he less than 
n lakh over the receipts for the year 1925-26. The revenue i^pder 

Stamps,” a« I have said, seems to be re<?overing from the slump of 
1926-27, and in the emrent year there has been a steady improvement 
under this head, which, we hope, will continue. Here also, however, 
I would jwint out that we still have not yet attained the level of 
1925-26. Under “ Forests ” we have allowed for the steady increase 
in revenue which this department has been giving during the last few 
years owing to improved methods of working. It may also be noted that 
the two abnormal items under heads XXXIXA and XL, which I 
have already mentioned wdien discussing the revised estimates for the 
cumnt year, have not been repeated in the budget for next year. 
As regards other heads the small variations in revenue have been 
explained in the Financial Statement. 
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Und^ ^ loan heads we have provided for taking a loan of Bs. 39 
liddis fr6l| the Government of India. This smn is for the purpose 
of financing next year’s programme on the following schemes;— 

(1) The Damodar Canal project. 

(2) The new Council ( hamber, 

(3) Bally Bridge. 

(4) Improvement to the ('hittagong Port. 

s 

(5) Bakreswar Irrigation jiroject. 


The Damodar Canal project and the Bakre.swar Irrigation Hcheme have 
been dealt with on i>age 46 of the Financial Statement. The new 
Council Chamber and the contribution for the roadways on the Bally 
Railway Bridge are mentioned on jiage 85 of the Financial Statement. 
There has l)een some delay in arranging the final details us regards 
the contract for the new Council Chamber, and, therefore, the revi.sed 
estimate of exi>enditure this year has been put at Rs. 1 lakh instead 
of Rs. 2 lakhs. It has lieen found necessary to pile the foundations 
before construction can begin, but every endeavour will b(» made to 
push on with the work in the coming year. 

Expenditure, 1928-29.— I <'oine now to the expenditure for lf)2H*29. 
The expenditure which we have provided bu- in 1928-29. excluding 
expenditure outsi<le the Revenue A<*count, but including repayment of 
advances from the I’rovincial T^oans Fund, amounts to Rs. 1 1, 84 ,51, 000, 
as compared with the current year's budget figure of Rh. 11, 14. 30, (MM) 
and revised estimate of R.s. 1 1,09 ,22, (MM). Our anticipute4l expemliturc, 
therefore, is Rs. 75,29 ,(M)0 in excess of the revised estimate for the 
current year and Rs. 91,90,000 over and alstve our estimated receipts. 
I upist mention here, however, that the exc^ess of Rs. 75.21), (KM) includes 
an it«m of Rs. 54,47,000 as our contribution to the Government of 
India. I shall deal with this item later, but ‘for the present we must 
include it in our anticipated expenditure. Of the balance, aii amount 
totalling Rs. 8,45,000 is due to the changes in classification already 
referred to and a sum amounting to Rs. 16,16,000 is for ex{>enditure 
on new schemes to which I will refer later. In arriving at the 
expenditure figures, we have estimated the actual expenditure os 
closely as we |K>ssibly can and have rigorously excludetl all unauthorised 
items and* of course, non-recurring expenditure for which provision 
was made in the current year’s budget does not appear in next year’s 
bmlget* When the members of this House come to examine the 
budget estimates in detail, they will find that we have adhered very 
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closely to the revised estimates for the current year and that we have 
allowed little variation. There appear to be some exceptions to this 
general statement which I shall now deal with. The head, ** 5 — ‘Land 
Revenue/’ shows an increase of over lls. 10 lakhs over the revised 
estimate. As explained in the Financial Statement, most of this is 
jot a i*eal increase and is due to three main causes, first, increased 
provision under Land Acquisition establishment, the bulk of the cost 
of which will ultimately be recovered from the bodies concerned; 
second, uppareiH increases in cost owing to the new method of 
accounting for recoveries; third, the increased programme of the 
Maldn Survey from one block to two. 

There is an increase of Rs. T4,()0fJ umlei the head “ Forests,” 
which, it is hoped, will result in increased receipts. 

Under “(leneral Adniinistra»ion ” there is an increase of over 
Rs. 4 lakhs, of which Rs. 2 lakhs are due to the change in the method 
of accounting and the balance represents only a little over 1 per cent, 
of the total exiHjnditure under this head. This increase is the sum 
of a numWr of small items, the details of which are given in the 
Financial Statement. 

Police shows an iycrcMse of Rs. It lakh^. Rs. ‘IJ lakhs of this is 
acc(»unted for by the new method of accounting bu recoveries and most 
of the balance by a lump provision of Rs. 4 lakhs which has been made 
for the revision of the pay of the lower ninks of the (’alcutta Police. 

Fi*om the figures on page (>G of the Financial Statement it will 
be noticed that <luring the last three years steady progress has been 
made in ]>roviding funds for educational purposes. It has been 
possible to provide for further expenditure of Rs. d,d9,000 on educa- 
tion in the next year’s budget. Of this increase, most of which is for 
non-recurring pur|K>ses, Rs. 2,09,000 are for increased grants to the 
Dacca University, mainly for the construction of the Moslem BUtlL 
for the maintenance of the University buildings and for the sewerage 
scheme of the University ; and the balance is spread over the various 
heads under Education.” Although the exj>enditure is not directly 
debitable to the head “ Education,” I may mention here that over 
Rs. 2 lakhs have l)een provided in the Public Works Department 
budget for the uc(|uisitioti of land for providing a play-ground and 
swimming lank for the student*i of the Calcutta Madrasah and the 
Islamin College. Calcutta. 

Changes in the methtMi of accounting and increased grants to 
medical institutions, including hospitals attached to mufasaal medical 
schools, and larger provision for the Indian Mental Hospital at 
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Banchi, mostljr forcapital expenditure, mainly account for the increase 
of Rs. 4,78,000 under the head “ Medical/’ In addition to tjhis, a 
sum of Be. 1,50,00®* has been provided under “ 41 — Civil Works *’ 
towards the construction of medical school buildings at Chittagong 
and Jalpaiguri and also a sum of Bs. 18,500 for extending the 
Bonaldshay Medical School, Biirdwan. 

Fnder ** Public Health ” a provision of Bs. 6 lakhs has not only 
been made for the expansion of the Public Health Organisation 
scheme in the distric ts, a vS(‘henie which is estimated to cost ultimately 
Rs. 12 lakhs a year, but a special provision of Its. 02,000 ha.s been 
made for giants to local bodies for quinine, in addition to the annual 
recurring grant of Bs. 1,20,000, and for the improvements of water 
supply and drainage in municipal towns. To cojie with the I’ecent 
cholera epidemics, spe<‘ial arrangements were made to buy and manu- 
facture larger sujiplies of anti-cholera vaccine at an estimated cost of 
Ra. 1,28,000 in the current year and a provision of Bs. 1,00,000 has 
been made next year in order to meet possible requirements. 

The Agiiculture and Industries Departments tmi have their share 
of increases which have lieen fully set out in pages 77 to HI of the 
Financial Statement. 

The provision undei “41 Civil AVorks ” is over Bs. 2 lakhs less 
than the revised estimate and is nearly Bs. 10 lakhs less than the 
actual expenditure of 1926-27. We have not lieen able to do mucdi 
more than provide foi the carrying on of works in progress; new 
expenditure amounts to B.s. 2,42,371 only, mainly for the acquisi- 
tion of land tor a pla\ -ground for the Calcutta MadruHuh and 
Islamia College, as mentioned above. 

4 

Under “43 -Famine Insurance,” a provision of Bs. 2,50,000 has 
been made, as against the normal provision of Bs. 50,000, in order 
to provide advances to clistric't boards for test works and for gratuitous 
relief that may be required to cope with agricultural distress. Belief 
for this purjMi.se is also provided in the form of land improvement 
and agriculturists’ loans. The original jirovision in this year’s 
budget of Rs. 2,00,000, was raised to Rs. 4 lakhs by a supplementary 
grant of Bs. 2,00,000. The revised estimate now stands at 
Be. 6,72,000 and a provision of Bs. 7,75,000 has been made in next 
year’s budget. 

4-30 p.M. 

There is a large decrease in the estimated expenditure under “ 45 — 
Superannuation allowances and pei^ions,” which has been explained in 
the Financial Statement. 
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From what I bare said, already, members of this Soiue will realue, 
I think, that owing to the state of onr finance%we haye been com* 
polled to cut expenditure down to the minimum and haye been able 
to allow for very little new expenditure. As regards new expenditure, 
the Hon’ble Members and Ministers have many urgent and important 
schemes which they are anxious to staH, but most of these schemed have 
had to be put on one side, and the utmost we have been able to do is to 
provide a sum of Rs. 5,89,997 for new recurring expenditure and 
Rs. 10,26, 07‘i for non-recurring expenditure. The total of these two 
mums is Rs. 16,16,070, and of this Rs. 9,12,272 have been allotted to the 
Transferred Departments. In the allotment of this amount, the two 
principal items are non-recurring giants of Rs. 1,17,(KK) for the water- 
works imi)rovement scheme in Dacca, and of over Rs. 2 lakhs for 
acquisition of land for providing n play-ground and swimming tank 
for the students of the Cjilciitta Madrasah and the Islamia College, 
Calcutta, and the Iwlance has been distributed to jirovide for urgent 
needs under the Education, Agriculture, Industries, Medical, Public 
Health and Co-ojierative Departments. Of the sum of just over 
Rs, 7 lakhs allotted to the Reserved Dejuu tments, Rs. 4 lakhs have 
been provided for the revision of the pay of the constables, head- 
constables and sergeants of the Calcutta Police and Rs. 2 lakhs for 
commutation of pensions. This leaves only Rs. 1 lakh to meet the 
needs of all the other de}»artments on the Reserved Side. It may 
also lie noted that the provision for commutation of pensions is for 
all retired officers of Government and not only those under the 
Reserved Departments. All these new schemes have been specifically 
mentioned under each head in the Financial Statement. 

No one realises more than I do that this is a very unsatisfactory 
budget, which does not do justice to any department of Government, 
and, especially, to the Transferred Departments. But I do not think 
that any one can hold the Ilon’ble Ministers, or even the Members of 
Government, in any way responsible for this |)Osition. It is solely 
due to our Financial Settlement, and until that is put right, we can 
expert little or no amelioration. 


I now come to the very important item of Rs. 64,47,000 provided 
under head “ 51 — Coiitrihutions to Central Government.*’ Members 
of this House aiy doubtle8.s familiar with the history of this contri- 
bution and I need not go into it in detail. I may recapitulate it 
very shortly. Tender the Financial Settlement arrived at as a result 
of the deliberations of the Financial Relations Committee, presided 
over by Ix»rd Meston, the Government of Bengal had to <n>ake an 
annual contribution of Rs. 63 lakhs to the Government of India. 
The Government of Bengal protested very vigorously against the wbola 
basis of that Settlement and have all along continued to protest. Aa 
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a remilt tlie«a protests, the Govemnient of India agreed to remit 
the whol# hontrifan^m for three years from 1922-23 to 1924-25, In 
the beginlibig of 1925 the matter came up again, and as a result of 
further negotiations, the Government of India continued the remission 
for another period of three years from 1925-26 to 192T-28. In the 
mean time, as a result of the Central Government’s budget of 1927-28, 
permanent remission was made of Rs. 8,53,000. This, however, still 
leaves us with a recurring annual liability of Rs. 54,47,000. We trust 
that in his coming budget speech the Hon’ble Member of the Govern- 
ment of India in charge of the Finance portfolio will be able to con- 
tinue to the Government of Bengal the remission of this annual con- 
tribution, or, better still, to wipe it out altogether j^ermanently. Until 
we know the decision of the Government of India on this point, how- 
ever, provision must be made in our budget. If this contribution ia 
not remitted, we shall be faced with a deficit of Rs. 91,90,000, and 
we may say at once that it will be (juite impossible to carry on. Even 
if this contribution is remitted, either temporarily or j>ermunently, 
we shall have to face a deficit of Rs. 37,43.0(K) in next year’s budget. 
In these circumstances we may be able to carry on for a year or 
so, but not unless we can see ultimate relief in the near future; and 
that relief must take the shape of a new Financial Settlement which 
will leave Bengal with an expanding immne adequate for her nacda 
and proper development. We are again addre.ssiug the Govern- 
ment of India reiterating our protests against the present Financial 
Settlement and our claims for its complete revision. It is not likely, 
however, that the (tovernment of India will do anything at the 
moment beyond continuing the remission of our annual ccrntribution. 
In all probability the (|uestion of the total revision of the Financial 
Settlement will l)e left to Ik* examined liy the Reforms Uotuinission, 
The members of that Commission are now in India for a pfeliminary 
survey of the position. The\ will not go into details until 
next cold weather, but when that time comes, and when the Govern- 
ment of Bengal put their case l)efore the Commission, one of the most 
important points that they will urge is that the Financial 
Settlement was wrong ah initio and treated Bengal most unfairly, 
and that it was largely owing to the shortness of funds that the w'ork- 
ing of the reformed constitution in Bengal has l>een so hampered 
and that Ministers have found it so difficult to carry on. The Govern- 
ment of Bengal will put in the forefront of their case a claim for a 
complete revision of the Financial Settlement, at any rate so far at 
Bengal is* concerned, and unlsps that is done, I am convinced that 
all parties in the province wdll be unanimous in thinking that the 
successful ^working of the new constitution will be impossible in 
Bengal, however good that constitution may be in other ways. 



,«8 INTEODirCTION OF THE BUDGET, j [20rH F«*. 

•tatMMnt •hawing altoratiom made in tha raoai|i|^lMl axpamlftiira 
•Maa of tha Budget owing to the change in ofiuaifloation to bo 
introduood from 1928-29. 

EBtinmte of recoveries which formerly uaed Estimated increase in gross expenditoiv 

to be adjusted in reduction of expen- under heads where the recoveries used 

diture Irut will lie credited as receipts to be adjusted in reduction of expoadi* 

from 1028-2fl. diture. 


Receipts. Bxpenditurf. 


V.— Land Revemie. Re. 5.~ I.And Revenue. Rs. 

Becoveries on account of Land Recoveries on account of Land 

Acquisition establishments . . 2,0 »,0( 0 Acquisttion eeUblishments . . 2,0(^000 

Hecoverios on account of Recoveries on account of 

Partition establishments . . 1,00,000 Partition establishments . . 90,000 

Becoveries on account of Certi- Recoveries on account of Certi- 

ficate establishment . . 37,(K>0 ficate establishment . . 37,000 

Recoveries on account of Survey Recoveries on account of 

and Settlement of Private and Survey and Settlement of 

Wards* Estates . . 1,00,000 Private and Wards’ Estates . . 1,00,000 


IX. -Registration. 9. -Registration. 

Miscwilanoous. 

Becoveries from the Calcutta Recoveries from the Calcutta 

Improvement Trust on ai'count Improvement Trust on account 

of cost of establishment 4,102 of establishment . . . . 4,162 


XXX\’. - Miscellaneous. 22.— <JeneraI Administration. 

BecovertfM from District Itoanls Recovones from District Boards 

on account of Road Cess es- on account of Road Cess es- 
tablishment , . 2,00,000 tablishment . . 2,00,000 


XVtI.- -Administration of 
Justice. 


Miscellaneous. 

Baooveries by Legal Rsmem- 
branoer for services rendenbd 
to pri\*ate estates . . 6,000 


Recoveries from the Calcutta 
Corporati<Hi on account of the 
ooet of Municipal Magistrate’s 
Courts .. 44,000 


24.— -Administration of 
Justice. 


Rcfovehes by Legal Remein* 
brancer for aervicee rendered 
to private estates .. 6,000 

Presidency Ifagistratee — * 

Recoveries from the Cslcutta 
Corporation cm account of the 
ooet of Ifunteipal Magistrate’s 
CoarU .. 44,000 
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IITTRODirCTION OF THE BITDOET. 


E«timate al n»oovei^wluoh formerly used 
to be ttdljiisted iolieiduc^n of expen- 
diture will be boedited ae leoeipte 
from !«W.29. ^ 

ReceipU. 

Re. 

XIX. — Police — Mieoellaneoue. 


Eetimated inoreeee in groae expenditure 
under heeds where the recoveiiee used 
to be adjusted in reduction of expendi* 
diture. 

Expend Hurt, 

Ra. 

26. — Police. 


Presidency Police — Port Police. 

Recoveries from the Calcutta 

Port Commissioners . . 2,74,000 

Hospital Ciiarges . . 1 2,000 

Distnot Police. 

Recoveries from Port Commis- 
sioners, Chittagong . . . . 9,000 

Recoveries from Police Force 

for diet supplied at hospitals . . 60,000 


Railway Police. 

Recoveries on account of Police 
supplied to Coooh lidiar Rail- 
way . . 6,(KK> 


XXII.—Medical. 

Recoveries on account of ser- 
vices of Assistant and Sub- 
Assistant Surgeons lent to 
local bodies . . 31,000 


XXIIL— Public Health. 

Recoveries from local bodies on 
account of superviaion charges 
of the Cliief Engineer, Public 
Health 60,000 


XXI — Agriculture. 

Veterinary Receipts. 

Recoveries from local bodies on 
account of contribution to- 
wards the pay of veterinary 
aaeutante 83,200 


Prceidency Police — Port Police. 

Recoveries from the Calcutta 

Port CommiHHioneni . . 2,74,000 

Hospital Charges . . . . 12,000 

District Police. 

Recoveries from Port C-ommis- 

sioners, Chittagong . . 9,000 

Recoveries from Police Foix'c 

for diet supplied at Hospitals 60,000 


Railway Police. 

Recoveries on account of Police 
supplietl to Cooch Behar Rail- 
way 6,000 


32. — Meflical. 

Hecovenes on account of ser- 
vices of Assistant and Hub- 
Asaistant Surgeons lent to 
local bodies .. 31,000 


33. — Public Health. 

Recovenes from local bofltea on 
account of supervuuoii ciiarges 
of the Chief Engineer, Public 
Health . . 60,000 


34. — Agriculture. 

Veterinary Charges. 

Recoveries from local bodies on 
account of contribution to- 
wards the pay of veterinary 
aesistante 81,200 


Agricultural receipU. 


Agricultural Experimental Farm. 


Sale procee d s of seed stoiee 


20,000 Seed stores 


.. 20,000 


Total ..12,24,302 


Total ..li^MOI 



^ INTRODUCTION OF THE BUDGET. #{ 20 ih Wm. 


Bsdmated leooTeriM which used to be 
cfedited a« receipts hut wiU be «d* 
jufted in reductbn of expenditure. 

EsUmsted decrease ia. groM expenditiiiw 
on acoount of tlM reooveriea oeing ad* 
Justed in reduction of expenditure. 

ReeeipU. 

Rs. 

EsependUun. 

Rs. 

VI.—Exciee. 


6. — Excise. 


Recoveries from Naogaon Oen ja 
Co<operative Society for Pre- 
ventive Staff employed there 
during ganja cultivation season 

26,000 

Recoveries frpm Naogaon Qanja 
Co-operative Society for Piw- 
ventive Staff employed there 
during ganja cultivation eeaeon 

26,000 

XVII. — Administration of 
Justice. 


24. — Administration of 

Justice. 


Miscellaneous. 


Law Officers. 


Recoveries from the Central and 
Assam Govern inents for ser- 
vices rendered by Law Officers 
of Bengal Government 

1,30,000 

Recoveries from the Central and 
Assam Governments for ser- 
vices rendered by Law Offioers 
of Bengal Government 

1,30,000 

XXIV.-^Agriculturt*. 


34. — Agriculture. 


Veterinary' Receipts. 


Veterinary Charges. 


Recoveries from other Govern - 
ments for the cost of mainte- 
nance of the Tbngnl Vetonnary 
College 

10,800 

Recoveries from other Govern- 
ments for the cost of mainte- 
nance of the Bengal Veterinary 
College 

10,800 

X X V . - 1 !i(l list ries. 


36. -Industries. 


Recoveries from Hiharaiid Orisaa 
Government for training their 
students in the Tanning 
Institute 

12,000 

Recoveries from Bihar and Orissa 
Government for training their 
students m the Tanning 
Institute 

12,000 

XXX III. Rogeir ts in aid of 
Sufienirinuation. 


46. —Huftemmuiuiion and 
Pensions. 


Recoveries fnmi the Governments 
of Bihar and OrissH. Bunna and 
Madras, on account of the 
actual pensions paid to their 
pensioners on their liehalf 

2,00.000 

KeeoverieH from the Governments 
of Biiiar and Orissa, Burma and 
Madras, on account of the 
actual pensions (aid to their 
pensioners on their behalf 

2,00,000 

Total 

3,78,800 

Total 

3,78,800 

XxT Total 

8.46,562 

N XT Total 

8,44,561 


Adjoummtiit 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 on Wednesday, the 
29th February, 1923, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



Prooeidfigt of Urn Btngtl Lagiilativt Counoll mmuk M itmitr tN 
proviiiofis of ttio Covommaiit of India Aot 


The Council met in the Council ChaiiiWr in the T(»wn Hall, Calcutta, 
on WedneJiday, the 29th Februai-y, 1928. at 2-f‘iO p.m. 


Prosont: 

The Hon'ble the President (Raja Manmathv Nath Rav Chaudhukt, 
of Santosh) in the Chair, the four lion ble ^feinbers of the Exeimtive 
Council, the two Hon’ble Miiii^^teiN and 95 nmninated and elected 
meniWrs. 


Oath or Affirmation. 

a 

The followin|§r member made an atfirinatioii of his allegriance to the 
Crown : — 

Khv> lUiuniTu Mm’i vi H\fiz\r R\]ih\n ('iiAvmiunu ^ 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Sub-Registrars serving as Honorary Magistrates. 

^S1. Mauivi KASIRUDDIN AHAMAD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charjfe of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the present iiuit]l>er of Honoraiy Mafristrates who are Sub- 

Rppristrais; ^ 

(fO the number of days each of these Honorary Magistrates were 
occupied on the Bench from January to December last 
year? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reason why 
Sub-Reghitrars are appointed as Honorary Magistrates f 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state** whether it is in 
the contemplation of the Government to relieve these Rub-Registrars 
of their additional function as Honorary Magistrates f 



^ QUESTIONS. ^ [29th Ft#. 

MEMBER In charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENK(tlie HmiIMh 
M r. A. N. Moberly): (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(h) Their ordinary duties permit them to undertake magisterial 
work and their assistance often proves valuable. 

(c) No. 


Statement referred to in the reply to danse {a) of starred 
question No. 61. 


Bankura 


BakaivMnj 

Bvrdwao 
Dina j pur 


Farid pur 


Hooghly 

Howrah 

Jemoiv 

Khulna 

Muivhidabad 

Nadia 

Pabna 

Makia 

Rangpur 


24-Parganas 


Difltriotfl. 


The prefient num- 
ber of Sub- 
Registrars who 
are Honorary 
Magistrates. 


The number of days each 
of these Honorary Magis- 
trates was ocoupi^ on 
the Bench from Januarjc 
to December last year. 


r>i 


Nil 

.'10 


4 

1 
1 

4 

1 

1 

.> 

2 
J 

3 

1 

1 

4 


r»4 

14 

65 

4 

66 
411 
29 
32 


( 

( 

( 

( 


{ 

li 


94 
.\il 

49 
2 

nIi 

95 

50 
122 

22 

11 

66 

125 

Nil 

6 

79 

18 


1 


46 

10 


In the remaining districts there are no Sub-Registrars who are Honoraiy' Magistrates. 


MCUivi ABUL KA8EM: Will the lloii’ble Member be pleui^ed to 
state how it is that the ordinary duties that are performed by these Sub- 
Registmrs permit them to discharge the duties of Honorary Magistrates 
when they are absent for so many days as stated in the stateVnent ? 

Tlli Hcil*blc Mr. A. IL MOBERLY S I am afraid I do not under- 
stand the question. 
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QrESTIONS. 


es 


MlHiVl ABUI. KASEMs How does the work of the Suh-Regietiy 
office go <Hi in their absence? In Bankura the Registrar was absent 
for 51 days. 


TII6 H0fl*bl6 Mf« A. Ni MOBERLY: It doe^^ lud mean that they are 
on the Bench the whole 24 houis. 


Arrest of oerttin persons by osrUin poiiosmen of Ssotion C Town, 

Calcutta. 

«e2. Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Police Department l>e pleased to state whether 
on the night of the 24th of Octol>er last several persons including 
Babu Dehendra Nath Bhattacharjya. a vakil of the Talcutta High 
Court, were arrested by certain policemen of Se<'tion C Town on an 
alleged charge of riotous behaviour? 

(b) Is it a fact that on their way to <he thana the persons so 
arrested, including the said vakil, Mere insulted, assaulted and roughly 
handled by the policemen uho bad arrested them? 

(c) Is it a fact that the case instituted against the accused ended 
in their ac<iuittal and that the Magistrate characterised the polics 
eviden<‘e as a mass of contradictions? 

(d) Has the Hon'ble Member held any incjuiry into the matter? 
If so, Muth M'hat result? 

MEMBER in charge of the POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Honn>le 
Mr. A. N. Meberly): m) Yes. 

(h) It is possible that they were handled more roughly than Mas 
strictly necessary, hut none of them made any complaint either to 
the Assistant Commissioner in Charge, North Tomii, who visited the 
police-stntion wdiilst they Mere there or to the Deputy Commissioner 
next morning. 

(e) Yes. A copy of the judgment is laid on the table, 

(d) On the appearance in the pres.K of accemnts of the alleged oc- 
currence the Commissioner of Police dirorted the Deputy Commisiiioner 
of Police, North Division, to hold an ciujuiry. Three of the arrested 
persons, including the vakil, then made statements, A sub-inspector 
was censured for not personally ai'companying the constables sent 
from the thana to rescue the head constable who had been dragged 
into No. 2, Kasi Basu's liane. Owing to the lapse of time between 
the alleged occurrence and the appearance of an acerttint in the pres* 
it was considered unlikely that evidence of any value as to the part 
taken by individuals would be forthcoming and no further action 
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QraSTIONS. 
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was taken. Government also too]|^^4nto coneideratiaii tlte fact tkai 
Babu Debendra Nath Bhattacharjya had thanked the officer in charge 
of the thana for the consideration shown to him. 


Judgment referred to in the reply to clcutse (c) of starred 
question No, 62. 

On the evidence which is a mass of contradictions I am doubtful 
as to which accused assaulted the head constable. It appears to me 
from the evidence that several arrests were made at the spot, but I am 
not satisfied on the evidence that all or any of the accused before me 
took part in the ax'tual assault. 

I therefore find each of the accused not pruilty and acquit each of 
them under section 245, Criminal Procedure Code. 

(Sd.) H. K. De, 

4fh Presidency Magistrate. 

Noremher 10th, 1927, 


tmpMiting staff «f tha Education Oopartmont in CMttagang. 

*63. Babu SATYENDRA CHANDRA CH08H MAULIK: Will 

the Hon'ble Minister in charjfe of the Department of Education be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the proportion of Hindus and Moslems in the Chittagong 
Division ; 

(»t) the number of Divisional In8|>ectors and Second Inspectors of 
Schools since the creation of the service; 

(fVi) how many of them are Hindus ; and 

(iv) the present number of Subdivisional Inspectors of Schools who 
are (!) Muhammadans, and (2) Hindus P 

MINISTER in ohtrge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tho 
Monlilo Nawab Musharruf Hosaim Khan Bahaiiiir); (f) 1 : 3:(M. 

(ii) Seven Divisional Inspectors of Schools in the Indian Educa- 
tional Service and 13 Second Inspectors of Schools in the Provincial 
and Bengal Educational Services. 

(iti) Of M Diviabonal Inspectors of Schools, none. Of the Second 
Inspectors of .Schools, five.. 

(iv) (1) Muhammadans, 4; (2) Hindus, 3. 
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MiUhrl ABUi. KABEMs Will ^ihe Hon*ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the last answer refers to the Cbittagonjr Division only? 

The Hcm’ble NAWAB MUSHAflRUF H08AIH, Khan Bahailur: 

Yes. 

Kurigram Civil Courts, undisposed of petty deposits. 

*64. Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: (r/) Will the Hoirble MemW in 
charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the years I9‘jt> and 192T the amount of money 
left undisposed of in the Munsifs’ Courts at Kuiigram (Uangpur) 
under the head — » 

(i) ferry charges for witnesses; and 

(ti) cost for calling for documents from witnesses? 

(h) What amount of money iilr been accumulated to Government 
during 192() and 1927 in the Civil Court accounts of the said (amrls on 
the score of petty deposits? 

(rl Are the Government considering the desirability of sjM'nding 
the money available as ]tetty Mims after local public charitable 
institutions? 

it 

The Hon»bl0 Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: ia) and (h) A statement i# 
laid on the table. 

(c) No. The jiarties may claim refund (d their money at any time. 


Stateimnt referred to in the reply to elausen ami (h) of xUirred 
question No, 64. 


(a) (i) A sum of Ks. J-b (»n account of ferr>^ charges for witnesses 
was left undisbursed during the year 1926 and a sum of Ks. 128-2 in 


the year 1927. 

(«) The amount of Rs. ami R». T99-8, resi)ectively. in tho year 
1926 and 1927 on aroount of ookIh for callintr ft»r doonmentH from 
witnesses were left undislmrsed. 

(6) The following amounts have lapsed to Government during th. 
years 1926 and 1927, reapecfively, as petty deposits:— 


BDspoaiti 

A Depositi ledueed to lU. 5 or Ims 

Total 


im 1927. 

Ri. A. r. R*. A. f. 

09 6 3 230 12 0 

276 7 0 ' 277 12 I 

SM 13 I 001 3 3 


5 



QUBSTIOirS. 




Site of tho Hooi^ Madhttitfi. 


[ 29 th Wm» 


•95. Msttlvi ABDUL KARIM 8 With reference to the reply to my 
starred question No. 19 of the 9th February, will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state whether 
it is in contemplation to remove the Madrasah from its present site? 


The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHAl^RUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: In 

■view of the difficulty in finding a commodious site for the Hooghly 
Madrasah the question of removing the Madrasah from its present site 
has been dropped for the present. ^ 

^Maulvi ABDUL KASEM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is only for the difficulty of finding a site that the pro- 
posal was dropped, and that the matter that the present building was 
erected on the cost of the Haji Muhammad Mohsin Fund will have any 
influence on his decision? 


Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon^le Raja Manmatha Nath Ray 
Ohaudhurif of SantOlh): I d(» not allow that question. 


Allaged gambling in Bakarganj and Noakhaii lottery houeee. 

*Se. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur! 

Will the Hon^blh Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased 
to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that gambling is going on in different parts 

of the districts of Bakarganj and Noakhali, where the 
Gambling Act has been extended, in lottery houses; and 

(ii) whether the Government intends to amend and extend the 

Gambling A<‘t «o that these lottery houses come within the 
pur\'iew of the Act? 

Tha Hon’Mo Mr. A. N. MOBERLYs (t) and (it) Government are 
informed that it is not a fact that gambling is going on in these districts 
in lottery houses. 


Nigh BngllMi Sohool tOMhort in Chittagong Division, im pr o vom ont 
of pay of. 

*S7. Babu SATYENDRA CHANDRA GHOSH MAULIKt 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Departmenic of Educa- 
tion be pleaifed to state what, if any, improvement in the pay and 
prospects of high Engliidl sohool teachers have been effected in the 
Ohittagong Division up to 1926 ? 



QUESTIONS. 
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(b) Is iiie Bon’ble Minister aware that Or. Jenkins, the present 
Inspector ol Schools, Chittagong Division, has effected some improve* 
ment in this direction within the short period of his incumbency? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of placing 
additional funds at the disposal of Dr. Jenkins for the improvement 
of secondary education in general ? 


Hie Hofi’Me Niwab MUSHARIHJF H08AIN, Khen ieliefftiri 

(a) Some improvement was effected up to 1926, but it is not easy 
without excessive collection of detail to indicate its extent. The 
following minimum rates of pay have been rigidly enforced in all aided 
high schools without exception as from January Ist, 1928. They 
were in operation in all except one or two schools during the session 
1927;— 

Trained Graduates, Rs. 60 per month. 

Graduates and L.T.S., Rs, 50 per month. 

Head Maulvis and Head Pandits, Rs. 40 per month. 

Other teachers, Rs. 36 per month. 

These are the minimum rates and in many schools are consider* 
ably exceeded. In the case of the lower paid teachers this represents 
an average increase of not less than 50 jx'r cent. In addition to these 
definitely regulated minimum salaries, teachers have also had the 
benefit of private provident funds with contributions at the rate of 
one anna in the ru|)ee by the teacher and the schppl respectively in 
all schools since April Ist, 1927. 

(b) Yes, within the limits of funds available. 

(c) They hope when possible to give additional funds to all 
Inspectors. 


Mintsttrial offloers in ths Education Dsfiortiiiont in 
Chittagong Division. 

*68. BMhi 8ATYENDRA CHANDRA CH08H MAULIKt 

(a) WiU the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Educa- 
tion be pleased to state whether tl^re is any Government circular 
fixing the proportion of Moslems and Hindus in the matter of appoint* ^ 
ments in the Division ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the present number of ministerial officers in the Education 
Di^mrtment of the Chittagong Division ; and 
(fi) how many of them are Hindus? 



QUESTIONS. 
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(c) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state ^i^^ther th^ said circular is being observed 
in the Chittagong Division ? ^ ^ 

(d) If not, what are the reasons? 

The Hon’ble Nawah MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) Yes. 

(6) (i) in. 

(u) 14. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Does not arise. 


Government Weaving Institute, 8erampore. 

•89. Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: (a) Is the llon’ble Minister in 
charge of tlie Department of Agriculture and Industries aware that 
the admission of students into the Lst year class of the Government 
Weaving Institute, Seram[)ore, has been falling off abnormally, year 
by year, for the last d \ear8? 

(/)) Will the Iloirble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the number of students admitted into the lst year 
class, year by year, for the last years*-' 

(r) What st<*ps, if an\. have been taken to tind out the cause of 
the gradual reduction? 

(d) If no stejKs been taken, what are the reasons? 

(e) Will the Iloifble Minister be j>leased to state how many scholar- 
ships are given to the lst year students of the Institute by the Govern- 
ment every year? 

(/) IIow many of 'them have been awarded to the students during 
the last d years, year by year? 

((/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) how many icholarshii)8 are given by district boards every 

year, and 

(ii) how many students of the 1st year class of 1927 are from 

the district boards? 

MINIETER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE 
and INDU8TRIE8 (the Hon’ble 8ir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a) and 

(b) The admissions to the 1st year class for the last 3 yiars are as 
Mlows: 1985-29, 8; 1926-27, 9; and 1927428, 5, 

(c) and (d) The falling off being only for the cmteni year can 
scarcely be said to be so marked as to call for special inquiry on the 



1928.] QUESTIONS. 

part of (fewnment; but tbe Director of .InduatrieB » already watob. 
ing tbe satuation. 

(e) Six. 

(/) 1925-26, 5; 1926-27, 6; and 192T-28, 5. 

(g) (i) Scholarship-s are awarded by district boards occasionally 
but not at any fixed rate. ’ 

(n) One. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Encroachment on footpaths and public roads in Calcutta. 

59a MTi Aa Ca BANERilEEs {<i) Is the Hon’hle Memher in t-hurjfe 
of the Police Dejiartment awan* that iiow-a-davN eneroachineiit on loot- 
paths and sometime on puhlii' i-oad.s in Oaleuttn i.s very common ^ 

{h) Whose duty is it to j)i*<‘vcnt such encronchmentsy 

(c) W ill the lion hl(‘ Memhei he pleased to state the reason why such 
cases of oh.'4truction aie hein^^ allowed to flourish and steadily increas** in 
number from day to <layy 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: m), ih) and (c) The Momlier 
is referred to the answci a'wvu on the 22nd Febniaiy, 1{127. to unstnrred 
question No. 2h by Mr. Kiran Sankar Itoy on this subject. The jMisition 
is unidianm-ed. The police devote a con*iiderable amount of time and 
energy to this problem, but uiiffutunately with little or no result. 


Arrest of several persons in Cornwallis Street. 

80. Babu 8A8I 8EKHAR BA8U. W^ill th« Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Police Deimrtment jileased to state whether it is a 
fact — 

(i) that on the 24tli October, 1927. on the Kah Vvja night at about 

7-15 P.M., a constable was aa.saulted by some unknown |>er« 
sons in front of Dr. W. C’, Hoy’s boune in Coriitrallis Street, 
Calcutta ; ^ 

(ii) that at about 8 p.m. on tho same night a detachment of )>olic6 

force under a head constable entered premises Nos. 1 and 2 
• of Easi Basu’s I^ane and arrested several persons; 

(ih) that there was Kali Puja going on in premises No. 2, Easi 
9i|flii*s Lane, when the police entered and that the imago 
pf Kali was desecrated; 
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{iv) that many reapiptable persona and boys were amited and taken 
to tbe thana faying been subjected to bnmiliatioiis on the 
way; 

(e) that most of the arrested persons were severely aasaidted at the 
thana by the constables and that some of the arrested persons 
wanted water to drink but that they were abused ; 

(vi) that two young men were arrested at the thana and sent up 

when they had come to inquire whether any of their relations 
had been in police custody; 

(yti) that three aged gentlemen who came to the thana to release 
their wards on bail were arrested and assaulted, but sub- 
sequently released by Inspector B. K. Banerjee on his arrival 
at the thana; and 

{iliit) that eight persons were tried under section 68 of the Calcutta 
Police Act in the court of Mr. H. K. De, 4th Presidency 
Magistrate, and acquitted on the 10th November, 1927? 

The Hon’bto Mr. A. M. MOBERLYs (t) A constable was assaulted 
because he prevented a small boy from setting light to a firework. A 
head constable who came to his assistancje was also assaulted, his 
pocket-book and whistle being lost in the struggle. They identified some 
of their assailants. 

(ii) A detachment of police were sent out from Burtolla police- 
station and rescued the head (‘onstable, who had been assaulted, from the 
road where he was surrounded by his assailants who, hearing the 
approach of the hvJIa, dragged him out of No. 2, Kasi Basu’s I^ane, into 
which they had at first dragged him. This party did not enter premises 
No. 1 or 2, Kasi Basu’s Tiune. The first head constable who was 
assaulted was dragged inside No. 2 by the assailants. 

(lit) Mahahir Puja was in progress. The police did not enter the 
premises. 

(iv) and (r) Six persons w'ere arrested on the spot and taken to the 
police-station. As stated in answ'er to another question it is possible' 
that they were more roughly handle<l than was strictly necessary, but no 
complaint was ]na<le of their treatment either on the way to the police- 
station or at the police-station. No such complaint was made to the 
Assistant Commissioner who visiteil the police-station that night, or to 
the Deputy Commissioner at re|X)rts next morning. In fact it was not 
until November 16 — three weeks after the occuiyence — that any such 
allegation was made, and then anonymously in the press. 

(W) Tea. On the identificiition of the assaulted head constable 
who identified these persons from a crowd which assembled at the police- 
station. 

(vii) No. 

(vtn) Yes. 
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61. Mm BMMllir Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQl With referenoe to 

the reply to nnsta.rred qu^tion No. 27 of the 9th February, 1928, 
will the Honl>le Member in charge of the Department of Kevenne 
(Land Revenue) be pleased to state whether it is not a fact that aman 
crop hag almost completely failed in the Kandi subdivision of the 
Murshidabad district? 

MEMBER in ohtrge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (LAND 
REVENUE) (tlio Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaiuiith Chandra Ray Bahadori 
of Nadia): Yes, to the extent of 14 annas. 


Number of Muslim and non*Muslim Jurors. 

82. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing, district by district, the respective number existing at 
present of Muslim and non-Muslim jurors in this province? 


Ths Hon'blo Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to m the reply to un$tarred question No. 62 shoxoing^ 
distnct by district^ the respective number existing at present of 
Muslim and non^Muslim jurors in the province of Bengal. 


* 

Dutricto. 



Number of Muslim 

Number of Non* 

- , ^ 




Jurors. 

Muslim Jurors. 

Bakarganj 




526 

642 

BMkuni 




27 

761 

Birbbuin 




77 

328 

Burdwan 

, , 



116 

645 

Gbittaffong 

, , 



210 

431 

ChiUi^ng Hill TracU 



No' jury system. 


Dacca . . 




360 

661 

Dinajpur 




187 

280 

Jalpai|mri 

Ditfjeeling 

Fainpiir 

Hoogbty 




No jury system. 
Ditto. 





SS6 

04 

608 

1,012 

Hoarrah 




53 

634 

Khulna 




173 

666 

JcMore 




366 

874 

Midnapore 

Kimihidabad 




57 

155 

1,320 

637 

Kymentmgh 




1,127 

1,283 

Nadia .. 




134 

662 

Noakhatt 




130 

137 

Pabna .. 




155 

204 

Bom .. • 
nShsAd 
Malda .. 




226 

661 

246 

246 

074 

416 

BiwiUnir 




307 

S7t 

sku. 



.. 

328 

200 

406 

1,SST 



QUESTIONS; 





Rivar BMnrib. 

03* Khan Bahadur Mauivl EKRAMUL tiUQs (a) With reference 
t 0 ii/>the reply to my nnstain^ed question No. 12 of .the 9th February, 
192S» will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether it is a fa^d that the river Bhairab 
has become a running stream for the last one year or so? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any 
attempt was made by Government to join the Bhairab with the Chota 
Bhairnb near Dengapara and whether any estimate was made as to 
the cost of thojwme? 

W'r 

J ' 

MEMBER in charge cf IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhury, Khan Bahadur, 
of Dhanbari): (a) Goy^rnment have no information; an inquirj^ will be 
made. 

(h) No. 


Assistant Registrar of Oo^erative Societies, Dacca Division. 

64. Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (o) Is the lion hie Minister 
in charge of the Deparhneiit of Agiiculture and Industries aware — 

(0 that Bubu IliralaJ Bhuttacharji was an officer under the 
Central Hank xd Kalapnra in the district of Bakar^anj ; 

(ii) that he was opm{>elled to resign for misappropriation; 

(Hi) that he was appointed in tlie Bank when the present Assistant 
Ilogistrur of Co-o|ierative Societies, Dacca Division, was 
the Chairman of the Bank; 

(ir) that bo is now acting as an auditor on the recommendation 
of the Assistant Registrar; and 

(r) that the Assistant Registrar was aware of his misconduct at 
KalaparaP 


(h) If the answer to (a) (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bla 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons why the Assistant .Registrar 
recommended an officer charged with a grave offence? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
any action in the matter? 



QUESTIONS. 7? 

TIW Hmlii Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERl (a) (i> JJe wm 

a Supemsor under the Khepupara Central Bank. ^ ^ 

(ti) No. He resigned of his own accord. 

(lit) Tea. 

(iv) Yes. 

(r) Government are not aware of any misconduct on his part. 

(6) and (c) The questions do not arise. 

Assistant Inspectors of Schools for Muhammadan Education. 

S5. Babu 8A8I 8EKHAR BA8U: {a) WiU the fl&m hlc Minister 
in charge of the department of Education he flaased to state whether 
the |K)sts Assistant Inspectors of Schools for Muhammadan Eduta- 
tion are retained chit fly lor tlie pur|H)sc td inspection of madrasahs 

(//) If so, will the llon’hlt* Minister he ploai^ed to state which of 
the Assistant TnsfM‘ctors havt‘ passed the Anihic ^Title Kxaminationy 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) It is not correct that the posts <if Assistant Inspectois ol Scdiooln 
for Mulunnmadan Kdmation aic letained chieflv for the purj>ose of 
inspection of madrasahs. A (op\ of the rules relating to the functions 
of such offii ers is [daced on the table. 

(h) In viiuv of the repl\ to (a), tliis question does net arise, 

r 

Rules referred to m the rephf to ehiuse tf/) c/ uintarred question .Vo. 6‘»5 
retatinq to the funetton.s o/ the Assistunt J nspeetors of Sehooh for 
Muh iimmndan Education . ^ 

1. Tlie Assistant Inspectors for Mtihammadaii Education Khoiihl 
be subordinate to Inspectors of Schools as are all other Assistant 
Inspectors, Tliey are not to be regarded in any sense as assistants to 
the Assistant Director of Public Instruction for Muhammadan Edu- 
cation, Bengal. 

2. The Divisional Inspector of Schools in each division will arrange 
the work and touring of the Assistant Inspector for Muhammadan 
Education and v^ill retjuire accounts of his inspections, llie miriinmm 
number of touriiaTs for these Assistant Inspectors should lie 150 days 
a year. ’ 

e 

3. TBe Assistant Inspectors for Muhammadan Education should 
regard it as their chief duty to improve the work done in Muhammadan 
•ckods with a Tiew Co bringing these institutions up to tbe same level 
of eftciency with regard to secular subjects as other schools in the 
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province. They lioweveri also viiit all ecliooU hi'#!udb l&ieleiii 
pupils are studying including High and Middle English Schools. In 
institutions which are not purely Muhammadan they will enquilre 
into the following points and report to the Inspe<^r of Schools con- 
cerned : — 

(7) The hostel accommodation for Moslem boys. 

(2) The provision for the teaching of the classical languages 

required by Moslems. 

(3) The represen^tatiott. of Moslems on the managing committees. 

(4) The number of Moslem teachers on the staff. 

(6) Whether any special provision is necessary to improve the 
position of Moslem boys studying in the school. 

(6) Any other point which they may think necessary to bring to 
the notice of the Divisional Inspector of Schools. 

A copy of any rem^j^ made by the Assistant Inspector for Muham- 
madan Education in trie visitors’ hook of an institution, or of any 
separate report that may be sent by him to the In8i>ector of Schools, 
may l)e communicated by the Assistant Inspector to the Assistant 
Director of Public Instruction for Muhammadan Education for infor- 
mation. 

4. Tile Assistant Inspectors for Muhammadan Education should 
be familiar with the state of Moslem areas and villages in the matter 
of education and should be able to initiate the establishment of special 
Moslem schools (or ordinary primary or secondary schools which would 
especially benefit Moslems) where necessary' . 

6. The Assistant Inspector for Muhammadan Education should 
aubmit to the Ins|)ector each year, liefore the publication of the 
annual report for the divisicm, an up-to-date record of the purely 
Moslem institutions in the whole division. He should also be able 
to supply any information or statistics which the Inspector may require 
regarding these Moslem institutions. 

6. During the year all district and subdi visional headquarters 
should be visited hy the Assistant Inspector. There must be some 
regularity in his touring. He should settle in a district for some days 
'and see a large percentage of the schools in that district rather than 
make brief visits to different places from divisional headquarters. 

During his visits to a district headquarters the Assisiaut Inspector 
•should ascertain, in personal consultation with the l^ricit Deputy 
Inspector, how far pitwision for the education of Moslems made li^ 
^;tlie District Board. When the District Board’s educational budget 
estimates are prepared by the Deputy Inspector in consultation witli Qm 
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Iii8peel|ilv fts 10 nquired rde 68 of tbe District Boaxds* edncatioiml 
roles, ihi Inspector will oonsolt the Assistant Inspector regarding 
tbe proMbion mada for the edtication of ICoslems. Tbe Assistant 
Inspectnis for Hid^pinniadan Education should carefully scrutinise tho 
method of distriWtion of maktah and madrasah allotments made hy 
the District Board. 

7. The Assistant Inspector must from time to time check the 
work of the subordinate officers in charge of Muhammadan education. 
These officers will communicate with him through the Deputy 
Inspectors of Schools. 


General Discussion of the BiM^pit of the Qoeemment Bengal 
for 182U9.' 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: Mr. President, a budget that makes no 
provision for the development of any of the nation-building depart- 
ments and allows for no pmgress cannot bit be regarded as an 
extremely disappointing document. In fact the Budget that the 
Hon’ble Finance Member has presented to this Council merely permits 
of the carr>’ing on of the administration in its minimum essentials, and 
that too not without drawing on the balances. It is a matter for much 
regret that the Government of Bengal should have lived for some years 
on their capital. Expenditure during these years has always exceeded 
receipts and the closing balances have steadily declined. That an 
advanced province like Bengal should have been thus starved for funds 
for its necessary development is far from creditable to the authorities 
concerned. 

The unsatisfactory plight of Bengal in resyiect of its finances is 
mainly due to the introduction of what is known as the Beform Scheme 
of administration. It has deprived the province of some of her main 
Bonrces of income and imposed upon it a ver>' costly to^heayv admi- 
nistrative agency. The Meston Committee that was appointed to make 
financial adjustments between the Central and the Provincial Govern- 
ments did not see its way, probably on account of some mysterious 
miscalculations, to allow Bengal sufficient revenue Ui meet her normal 
expenditure, not to speak of any margin for desired expansion. Bengal 
gets little out of the income of her various industrial and manufactur- 
ing activities. The result has been that by an irony of fate the 
wealthiest province in the Indian Empire has to live upon financial 
charity. It has to ask as a matter of grace what it should have claimed 
as a inatfer ot right. But for the remission made hy the OovemroeUi 
of India, on account of the piteous cries of the Government of Bengal, 
of Es. 68 lakha of its fixed contribution, the administration of tko^ 
fmmnce would have been very seriously dislocated. 
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Not many years agf® the administratioft of the Pfovioce of Bengal, 
which includod in it Bihar and Orissa, was ioatried on, I think quite 
efiiciently, h^ one ^ Lieutenant-GoT^or, oiiassisljed by Executive 
Councillors, Hinisters and Presidents. The work ^tliat was done by 
one official is now being done by not less than IG officials — 2 Governors, 
6 Executive 0)un(‘illors, 4 Ministers, 2 Presidents, and 2 Deputy Presi- 
dents, not to mention the consequent increift!l^ in the Secretariat and 
clerical staff. The size of the province has been out down, her resources 
have been crippled, but her administrative agency has been enlarged 
at an enormous cost, producing greet ffnancial embarrassment. Is not 
this indeed Ilefotrms with a vengeance? Have the high hopes enter- 
tained by those who welcomed the Reforms, in spite of various objec- 
tionalde limitations and resenations, been fulfilled? lias any appre- 
ciable udviineement been made in a^iy direction? The illiteracy pre- 
vailing in the province is still alihost as. appalling as in the pre-Reform 
days, the toll of malaria and other preventible diseases is as heavy as 
before and the ecf)n()mic distress in the country is as acute as ever. 
What is 11101 % the Reforms have proved u veritable apple of disoord 
tliat has plunged the country in a vortex of inter-communal agita^on 
and strife. Tliose who lived t<i|crether in peace and amity for centuries 
seem to have become pf)ssessed by a fit of insanity, and in their madness 
they liave been flying at each others’ throats as if determined to commit 
national political suicide. I wish the gravity of the .sitution were even 
now thorouglUy realised and the fact that the politiiail salvation, of 
the country can he achieved only hy mutual trust ai»d mutual tolerance 
were properly recognised. It is essentially necessaiy for the proga'ess 
of the [>r(»vince tluit its finances should )»e placed on a sound and satis- 
factory basis. This is not possible unless the income from the 
industrial sources are restored and ti e expenditure (»n administration 
is curtailed. 

2-4o r.M. 

The film* at our ilisposal will not permit of (he disimssion of the 
different suhje( t> dealt with in the Budiret, I shall, therefore, confine 
myself to (uily one subje<*t with which I have been closely connected 
throughout my career, I mean education. It is to l)e regi-etted that 
sufficieiif4unds have not been piovided in the Budget for the expansion 
and improvement of education. The pivsept system of education was 
devised about t hi ee-cju alters of a cenhirv ago with a view to train peoplq 
for working the administrative machinery, that is, to produce good tfij^rks, 
expert <‘opyists, efficient officers. This purpose it has serv’ed wall, 

but now it has outgiowu its utility. So long the schools and colla^ 
have inaiuifaftured quill-drivers and service-hunters, but ndt^asiperts in 
applied science, co^m«r<'e or industry. It is high time that' faj^^^iora 
aitantion should l>e p|id than has hitherto beatt^ done to tha pi^ioilcai 
ettliural ai|d e<‘onomic asparts of education. It w^d be a sad mistake 

stick to a system that has been instrumental ol late in swelling not only 



BKCSSSION OF BtJP&ET. 


11 


the numher of the unemplo^^d but also of the unemployaf^^. A iJengali 
primer that was at onejtwe used aa a text.lK>ok in iehd<»i« ia Bengal 
contamed the lipea.*‘ Lekhd Padd hard jd Ghdrrf, Ohord i;kani shd. (He 
who writes and ^ads, tides horses and drives carriages.) Times have 
greatly changed since these lines were coinjMised. At present it would 
not be far from the truth to say, as Sir P. C. Roy ont^e said, ** LeUid Podd 
^ pdhnah hard ihd,'*" (He who- writers and reads, starves.) Jn 
dose, touch, as I hu\-^ been, with a large number of those who have 
leceived etlucation I am perhaps in a belter position than others to 
Realise to what pitiable straits our young men ai’e ^driven ^'lien they pass 
out of the .schools and colleges. I have known graduates and uiider> 
graduates, not to speak of the Mutric‘ulates, roaming ala)ut for years in 
search of employment and gome of them actually begging, if not doing 
anything worse, in order to avoid stu^ation. Their lot is worse than 
that of coolies, who with comparative ease earn what they want for their 
limited retjuirements. The result of an ex<dusively literary educi|tion 
has been a deploralile congestion in positions and profesj^ions in which 
littrary attainments are the re([uisite <|ualifications, while Other walks of 
life have been almost untrmlden by our young men for want of re(}uisite 
training. Once a high European educationist speaking of the schooli 
hei'e and in other countries remarked that the differen<*c between s<hoolH 
in India and in England was as great as the difference between chalk and 
cheese. I do not think this is a mere exaggeration. In other countries 
boys are trained not for paper examinati(»ns but for life. Even th(»se wImj 
liefer go to a Uuivewity can earn a decent living. In other provinces of 
India steps are being taken to make scbo<d education really useful to the 
taught. Xew methods are being tried in the Punjab and elsewhere. 
Government of Assam appointed a Secondary Education Enquiry Com-, 
raittee, of which I was a member. In a Government resolution that hfti» 
been l.itely issued on the report of tha! (Nunmittee Hie desirability df 
addin’^ to the •‘cho(d coui'se art^ raft or some ]»ractical vorntioiml siibjeett 
has been admitted, and a hojie has been expressed that this u-ill bring 
alK)ut the much-needed correlation between the system of edmation and 
the 4ue>tioii of employment. In Bengal eveiything seems to be htagna||t. 
The ohl system is being followed in the old stereotyped manner, the aim 
being to carry on routine work, I think it is high time foi^u decisive 
and even drastic nmve in the matter. It is undesirable that every lioy of 
average intelligence .should i)e indiscriminately pushed up to the higher 
etagfes of instruction. There should l>e judicious elimim|tion at every 
stilly' Only boys of more than average intelligence and aptitude should 
"^btjer the University and those possessing exceptional partif should proceed 
to the.jKNij^graduate stage. Boys thus eliminated at dif^ei^nt stages of 
' in8t«|i^on should go to the technical, industrial, commercial and other 
imiUmtions to be trifled as artisans, mechanics and businees inef 
Bifurcation of studiii at oertain stages of the high school course wo^|d he ^ 
necessary for this purpose, this reorganising education to OV^relafl wlA 
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the avenuee of employmexit open to the people. I would aTAQ myself 
of thii^j^rtiinity to invite the genoas attention of, all concerned to this 
all-mpmant question. Unless necesmry steps are takep to remedy this 
deplorable state of things, a danger of great magnitnde both to ^iety 
and the administration might arise before long. 

As regards elementary educatioUt it is v^ry much to be regretted that 
the Hon^ble Minister for Education has thought it proper to postpope the 
introduction of the Primary Education Bill — a measure that has long 
been overdue and the urgency of which cannot be overstated. I need 
scarcely say that an appallingly large number of boys of uchooUgoing 
age, not to speak of girls, receive no education whatever. I believe there 
is tio other country, known as civilised, where such universal illiteracy 
prevails. The percentage of literates in Japan, which only about half a 
century ago was hardly anything better than a mere geographical expres- 
sion, is 97, while in Bengal hardly 10 per cent, of the people are acquainted 
even with the Three K.’s. Such educational backwardness of the people 
is far from creditable to an administration that has been in existence 
for over a century and a half. The necessity for free and compulsory 
education cannot, therefore, be too strongly urged. Even in the neigh- 
bouring province of^Assam, which is known as backward, primary educa- 
tion has been made free. But in Bengal no such step has yet been taken. 

The prevailing system of primary education has not proved suitable 
to the masses. It has hardly improved either their knowledge or their 
condition; it has not made the cultivators better cultivators nor the 
artisans more efficient artisans than they were before. On the contrary, 
it has made the condiiion*of these people worse by creating in them a 
distaste for manual labour and for their hereditary callings and mode of 
living; and, what is more to be regretted, by fostering among them an 
artificial taste for luxurious fashions and fineries. They hate to earn 
, their livelihood by manual labour and at the same time know nothing 
else by which they can make an honest living. They do not care to 
improve agriculture or the processes of manufacture; on the contrary, 
they are anxious to follow, imitating the hhodralogs^ occupations of an 
unproductive nature. Thus they accelerate rather than retard the 
decadence, of indiganuuf industries and help to aggravate the economic 
aollapse of the nation. If in these circumstances the masses do not care 
ifor 4he education given in our schools, they hre not much to blame. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit was allowed^ 
by the Hon'ble the President to conclude his speech.) 

The agricultural labouring classes in this province number %bout ^ 
per cent, of the jmpulation. An educational scheme suited to their 
requirements is more urgent than that required for thw oilier h^er^oent.* 
A mei^ .general literar|r education should not be held up as a model lor 
ihe^ people. Their educati^ should be related to a^oultugs* to village 
arte dhd crafts, to the uMlisation of rural talents for practical life. 
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ABUL KABEM: Sir, in tke first place I beg to offer my 
“* to toe Hon’ble tK 4>»‘"^ 

**T*^^* ***«»•“»“ his office be is fared nnflKw, 

aitb a.^4ificit bndget. The demands on his purse are man/, "I might 
W too «nd some of these are very urgent and important ; but 

the zoeaiis at lus disposal are not only limited but very scanty. Sir for 
these reasona I wtoUy sympathise with him. The Mesion Awaid, to 
which refe^noe has been made by the previous speaker, has been a 
Mter on the neck of Bengal’s finances. The injustice of not allowing 
Bengal to have her just and fair share of the export duty on jute and 
other increased taxations has been a wrong that bas not lhcen righted, 
l^e Government of Bengal as a body— my laie great leader Sir Surendra 
Nath Bannerjea of revered memory, the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder 
Mitter, Sir James Donald and last, but not least, the Hon’hle Mr. Marr 
have struggled hard with the Government of India to get justice done 
to Bengal, but so far without any tangible result. The only thing they 
got out of the Government of India was the remission of the contri- 
bution of Rs. 63 lakhs— the only relief granted to us, so much to 
that we, the people of Bengal, had to tax ourselves, not in a very 
small measure, to carry out the ordinary routine work of the adminis- 
tration. This is very unfortunate. The Meston Award, however, is 
not the only reason for the depleted state of the finances. The Govern- 
meUt of which the Hon’ble the Finance Member is so important a 
factor is also partially responsible for the present state of the finances. 
Our resources have been frittered away on petty schemes and on affairs 
which were extravagant, and urgent and useful measures have been 
starved. Some time ago a Retrenchment l!Jommittee was a|^)ointed 
by the local Government to enquire into our finances and to see what 
reductions^ were possible. The Mookcrjee romraittee submitted its 
report and it was considered by the Government of Bengal, but we 
have as yet not found any reduction in our administration. Whenever 
wc ask for a Government school in any place where there is none, we 
are told that the Retrenchment Committee’s recommendations were 
that there should be deprovincialisation of csducationnl institutions. 
So far so good, but what about the other recommendations to fbolish 
either the Board of Revenue or the Revenue Secretary to Government. 
Can there be any justification for the existence of a dual administration 
at headquarters in regard to the revenues of Bengal ? A matter 
"isoming from the Board of Revenue is considered by the Revenue 
JSeoristary who is naturally a much junior officer than the Hon’ble 
Member tt the Board. 


Sir, what ji»iiic|ij^n can there be for the existence of the Diyjsional 
Commis^aers f At best they serve as post offices between tlfb district ' 
officers aad'^ibe Gbvenuttent of Bengar/and, Sir, that is an exp<|BStTe 
luxury which Benjpri can iR afford. Imve been told just now that 
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our -ftdininistration is a top-BitfAvy adminiatration. We got in 
this ©gffrninent four Members of the Executive Council, and if I may 
•ay so, t^re is hardly room for one, but they at least, not ^laeful; 
ar# ornamental. If they are so, why burden the prpViSh^ ^th so 
many Divisional Commissioners ? l^et the District O^t^rs communi- 
cate diregiwith the Government of Bengal and let the'H^tt’hle Members 
have sufficient work for themselves. Then again, Sir, some tirfe ago 
I^sked for figured to show what amount had been spenton Presidency 
aiid Provincial Police, resp<*<tively. Unfortunately, I haVe not been 
favoured with an answer. If I could get that I would ^ave been able 
to show what a mint of money has been spent on brick and mortar for 
jxdice bouses and tbanas. Sir, if a casual observer come to the province 
he would find ihnt the Government of Bengal meant the city of Calcutta, 
Tbut the Government should remember that the people of Bengal do 
not live in cities and in towns, but in rural areas, and they are the 
most neglected people ; the produee^rs of wealth are left to the ravages 
of malaria, cholera and all sorts of diseases. Every attention is paid to 
the people of the city and, next, io the peojde living in municipal 
towns. Government is very liberal in its contributions to the muniei- 
palities for water-works, electric light, drainage and what not, and the 
plea put forward is that Government help those who are prepared to 
kelp themselves, and if the municipality is prepared to pay half the 
cost, Government is prepared to pnv the other moiety. Government 
should remember that the rural people are poor and they cannot afford 
to subscribe and pay for the improvement of their areas and it is the 
poor that need help, not the rich. The people who live in municipal 
towns are more well-to-do than people living in rural areas. And what 
Las been the result of the i>oliey followed by Government f ^'be result 
has been that in Bengal we have built up cities but have^ruined the 
villages, and what has been, and what will be» the dire consequence of 
this policy ? The people in rural areas will die out and at every census, 
if it is carefully examined, it will be found that the j'opulation in muni- 
«'ipal areas have gone on very high— sometimes double, but there has 
been n rapid and gradual decline in the population of rural areas — at 
leasriu my part of the province. Sir. reference lias been made to the 
question of unemidoym®nt and to the question of industrial development. 
They are important questions no doubt and I believe they will toceive 
the attention of Government. But I want to press before Oimnimettt^' 
and the House that agriculture is the Most important industry of th^ ^ 
province, if not of the country ; %^d in order to havw^ke resource#^! 
pibvince increased and to let the people Kve\ healthy life, ii is 

r sary that agriculture should be encouragei," fostered and helped, ^ 
tojio it P By fiddtig every stpp to ^e fhat th^pier of %ili|t|i: 
b healthy au4happ3[. Hojs at the present * 8 uf^ng 

various diseases-rHMnnu ph:iMcal and some politicabr^yaicai cn account 
of want of drinldng watnr: on account of the ^na^y jungles his 
liea]%^B shattered, and the of Hhe wmindara, the 
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clauki^m of the police and the SaMtM of iU money-lendere. hb 
life » of mieery. He produres the food not only for thia pi^oe, 
hut fo^otiter provinceH and rountriee aa well, but there i« ndh^ ia 
look Aieee half-fed and half-clad |»ea8aiita and t'ultivakirfi. Sir, 
quegtio^ilmifh l)een put about iiriiration. Oovennnenl talks of irriga- 
tion cabals ani #f projeots which just take almut 20 or JK) years to 
matufh. A few years back l»efore the introduction of the Hefurtne^ 
a hen I happened to be a lueniber of this House, I had the 'Privilege ^f 
moving a resolution about ugri(‘ulturti] improvements tuid excavatkm 
of irrigation tapks in rural area>. Government actepted that resolution 
and legislation was undertaken and an Act was passed far back as 
1920. That Act still exists, but the pren-edure laid down* therein is not 
easy and there are difficulties in the way of acting according to it, but 
these diffictilties can he easily solved if the (lovernment takes the 
initiative in the matter in hand in right earnest. Frtun time immemo- 
rial it has never been the case that rains should fall Hcct)rding to the 
time table laid down by the cultivator. It is quite nattiral. and it is 
sometimes the ease, that the ruins fail; but in olden days the irrigntion 
tanks haed to supply water to the fields. Those tanks are nt»w silted 
up and the zamindars do not care to re-excavate them. He says that 
the Tenancy Act stands in bis way, be does not get any increase in his 
income, and so the cultivator must undertake it and naturally the 
produce of the land suffers, and suffers to a large extent. Sir. the 
remedy lies in the first place t<» ha\e that \vi properly amended and 
T hope the Hon’hle Minister itt charge of TiO<al Self-Ooveiiiment will 
take early steps to do this, he<*ause when this Bill was on the legislative 
I'.nvil he and I both fouglit against certain provjsior»s of the Hill and 
we lost. next jH>int is. Sir. up are told that thtuc no nH)iiey, 

but I have^^und it from experience that if Governiiuuit are bent u|M»n 
or desire certain ]»rojects to be undertaken, the immey is always fortb- 
i^oming. If you want a st<iTie front for the Legislative rhainber the 
money is there, if you want an increase in the ranks of high officials 
or to pay certain high officials some extra nllow'ances or mmie extra 
pay for special duty, the money is always available. But when money 
is wanted either for primary education <»r for the pur|M»se of improving 
the agricultural and sanitary ^sindition of rural areas, we find the 
Qo^enmieift treasury empty. This state of things ought t(» l>e remedieil 
*brftlKmi ddUy. Reference has bebn made to the Reforms and it has 
Miid that it is due to the Refonns timt this state of things has 
beeb hrought ahtmt. With due ifspe{| to my henmirable friend 1 must 
say that democretic %stem of Oovernment ia always tniire costly^ than 
am autocratic fom of*Gptemment. If you want dem<tcra<‘y you mtlll 
piy Ipi* it. I cel^inlf a^ee that ^he intrmlueli 0 ii <yf this system Tifili. 
4t^Do good to the pfoviti^e • on the other hand II has to a lavgl extent 
ii<4i|eted theiMa4ltei of the country and has ldoppl^.or*|KitVenied some 
veij uaehiT meiMure from*^ being undertaken. Air, before I take niy 
I wish to loif hands with the iiil„ ^leafcer fb saying that the 
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Primary Education Bill «hoiild1>e intrr>ducad in ilii^ llouae and paiianfl 
iato^w B« early aa poanible. 

(Hisre the niemWr having reached the time-limit reHumed his aeat.l 
3-16 p.M. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: I beg leave to addresH my remarka 
to a House conijMised ahriost entirely of Oovemmeat and Muslim 
members. 

It is indeed ver>' difficult to comment on the Budget, or on the 
working of the administration in Bengal in the face of im{)ending 
bankruptcy; and almost the V)nly problem we have to consider is how 
to get rid of the Meston Settlement. Now the Meston Settlement baa 
worked for us, inter alia, the following evils: — 

{(t) there is not Huiii(‘ieiit revenue in Bengal to cany on the 
ordinary administration ; 

(6) there are no funds at the diKjmsal of Government to devote to 
the welfare (»f the people; 

(c) there are no sources of revenue which may help to increase the 

income progressively year by year; 

(d) the Ministers are unable to do anything substantial and put 

through those schemes tor the l>enefit of the people for 
which we have been hungering for generations, and which 
the Ueforms exjwcted to facilitate; 

(p) no interest is taken in the administration of the province by 
the (kmm*il, as there is nothing to administer beyond routine 
work ; 

(/) the Reforms have not succeeded in Bengal ; and 

(g) there is discontent amongst the people, inertia in the Govern- 
ment, lethargy in the Council, and desperation in general 
at this wrtmg whi<*h cannot he righted. 

No Government can |>ossihly exist that has t<» draw on its closing 
balance itouiiuuously for its ordinary expenditure, and this year our 
balance has l>een dapleted to the extent of Rs. 1 crore . and 3 lakhs. 
Now, we feel strongly, very stiungly, that all this is Wlt>ng, that the 
•ettlament is unjust, that it is a matter of life and death^for the people, 
and yet where do we stand? The people have made representations, 
80 hwea the Government, and all of us are unanimous in condemning 
It, but to what I'esult? After the greatest rdluctance the provincial 
contribution has been remitted grudgingly — the "sword is never with- 
dmem^hid hangs over our head with an ever weakening thread. This 
controversy his s hiHn one thing: that we cunnot afford to be left to 
the tender mercies of Government of India that is neceMarily tm*n 
between conflicting interests, or whose sense of justice hns to give way 
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ito t2ie !4>ifilauglit of other provincnal OoTerniiientii wallowing in euper- 
fluotie ^iQoney. It k difficult to gpeak of this in measured tmai, for 
we find nur life blood i» l»eiug sucked to pimide a surplus for the 
Government of India, to W spent on extravagant s<*hemes, while our 
people here cry for water, for medicine, for health, for food, for educa- 
tion. And justH^e when it comes always tomes t(M> late, for except 
begging and representations and petitions, we may not do anything 
ebe w'hieh may help to make fair play ex|)edient. We may make our 
representations before the Keform Com mission cm this sc'ore next cold 
weather, hut if nothing happens then will the Government in Council 
he pleased to give us an assurance that they will follow the only pos- 
sible course open to us, namely, refuse to carry c»n the Government 
and resign. 

Nevertheless, permit me to offer some comments ujK)n the Hudget. 
While I am sorry for ourselves, I am milly and truly sorry for the 
Hon’hle MemWr for Finance, inasmuch as the financial condition of 
the provinc'e has not permitted him to present a lietter Budget for the 
first time in his career, for tve had hoped great things from him. We 
remember the days when Messrs. Kerr and Marr ruled our flnunciul 
destinies; they are a happy memory, and it was with unalloyed pleasure 
that we received the news c»f the Hon ’hie Member stepping into the 
shoes of his old chief. Frcnn him we expect more sympathy for the 
hofies and aspirations of the people, a kinder heart towards the 
transferred departments, a lesser tightening of the purse strings, and 
u less adamantine opposition to niinisteral propofols than was offered 
by his department not so long ago. In any event, T thank him for 
his brave utterance, “ it will he impossible for us to carry on ” which 
has hroughi home Iwth to the Government and the people, and we 
ho|)e to whatever |K»wers rule our destinies so cynically, unjustly and 
mercilessly, that it is a matter of life and death, and we shall W justi- 
fied in adopting any means that may help us to live. 

On the cpiestions raised hy the Budget, I do not think that the 
estimated incTeaae of 11s. 4 lakhs frani c*oiintry spirit, or Ks. *2 lakhs from 
foreign liejuor is at all justified. Parts of Bengal are already afflicted 
with famine, and it .seems that this year agricultural distress will be 
acute. Haiwe the money set apuH for Famine Belief is scarcely 
adequate; and we ho}>e that the Finance Member will not hesitate to 
declare a famine when famine actually exists and c*oine up for a 
further grant as ebon as events justify it. A few' lakhs more from the 
ckwing balance wrilPmake scarcely any difference in our present hope- 
IcM condition. ^ 

There are some other matters that require our iminedtaie atteiitionr 
on the haiis that some day justice will he done and we shall have 
tome money to spend on the hare necessities of pur existence. The 
fffgt and fmmost is the question of Irrigation and Drainage. Govern* 
meUi must recognise that this is the prime necessity of the province; 
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every area inunt be properly sui^yed; attempts must be made to open 
up th<old riverH and canals which flushed and drained the country; the 
injury caused to them by (T(M»s>country railway embankments, and 
reclamation of areas, must )>e repaired; and with it must accompany 
scientific drainage. All the various schemes should be collected together 
and work should be taken in hand in a(*cordance with a definite plan. 
This may help to solve for us the problem of floods and drought, of 
malaria and cholera. But in order to take proper steps, we must have 
sufficient scientific knowledge and trained experts not only to initiate but 
to carry on the work. Already the Irrigation Engineers of the Punjab 
are suffering for their hasty schemes; the days of plenty have given 
way to malarial outbreaks and in water-logged areas the level of the 
sub-soil water has risen in ihe absence of any drainage facilities. The 
Magrahat scheme ushered in with so much ccM/ by the late 
Sir Surendranath Hanerjeu bus siioceeded in raising the malarial index 
from 7 to 47. These are old figures, perhaps the index figure has gone 
up further in the last 5 years. Giivemment should immediately send 
young men, interested in hydrostatics and hydrodynumi(‘s, to pla(‘es 
where irrigation and drainage have l)een brought to a fine art, such 
as Hungary and Egypt, to Hc<|uire the correct technical knowledge, and 
where experiments are still being made, such as the l*unjul>, so that 
they may profit by the mistakes of others. M'o-day we are i>eculiarly 
fortunate in having in our midst that great e.xpeit. Sir William Wilcox, 
and we should take every possible advantage of his fuesence, and start 
on a sane and comprehensive policy. 

I desire to congratulate (lo^crnr 1 lent on the formation of the Main 
Drainage Hoard. I hope it will set itself to work as soon as possible, 
for I fear the time is not far distant, if matters are allowed to drift 
as they are and the Hidyudhuri dries up, and refuses to perform its 
natural function of flushing and draining the surrounding areas, that 
Cfalcutta will sooiv Irecome a hot-lred of malaria. I may be wrong, 
but I seem to think that the increase of mosijuitoes this year, is 
ascrihahle to this cause. 

J do n<»t know what s<*hemes (lovernment has up its sleeve for the 
^eradication of water-hyacinth. May 1 suggest one, which may possibly 
have lieen suggested by othei-s, hut not to my knowledge. (lovernment, 
after proper propaganda and preiM»ration, and securing the co-opera- 
tion of all bodies, political and sw’ial, should* .proclaim a Water- 
Hyacinth Week. Every able-lmdied person sho^d be encouraged in 
the name of his belly, to help in collecting the: pest, drydng it and 
firing it. I feel certain that if the European Magistrate or Superin- 
tendent of Police steps into the water with a rake in his hand, a hundred 
will get drowned in the rush, I think this system mightfbe given 
a trial before we a#^ driven to take penal action, which after all will 
be directed mainly againat^ the Dovemment, for Government are the 
greatest sinners, and it is the Government canals and rivers that harbour 



3 ' ^ ' V ^ 

l»28.1 DISCUSSION WBCJJGBT. m 

and bMMd the pest. Schoolboys and college students. Boy S(*outs and 
St. John's Ambulance men, who impress us in their displays with their 
latent potentialities should be re(|uisitioned, and 1 feel certain will 
do well. Not long ago, in Berhamfwre, at the retjuest of its energetic 
officiating Vice-Chairman, the students of the College combined with 
a raighfy will and rid the place of cholera l)efore it had time to spread. 
In England, all the schoolboys were given a holiday, I think for a week, 
to collec't blackberries for the soldiers, and the scheme was a great 
success. 

May I now turn to a most pressing m^ed of the City of Calcutta 
which it is the duty of (Government t<» supply. The hospital acc*oiii- 
modation in Calcutta is far tw) limited, and every day people are turned 
away from the hospitals. I need not refer here to the cases of neglect 
that sometimes occur and perhaps are hound to occur in the hospitals — 
I have in mind one or two cases, hut I would rather not go int() details — 
I can communicate them to any res|Kiiisihle officer; the fieople to whom 
they refer are dead and gone, hut I may say this much that this neglect 
is not confined only to the hospitals where Indians are admitted. But 
take them as they are, they are still a laMin to the people; for the po<ir 
it fs their last chance. I will give two recent instances. The men are 
still alive. A little lad serving us a peon in an English firm running 
across the r<»ad to huy food for himself, wu^ run over hy motor-lorry, and 
his leg smashed. He was taken to four hospitals and refused admit- 
tance. At length one of the Burra Sahibs of the firm where he was 
employed u(‘coTiipanied him and he was admitted into the CutnplMdl 
Hospital. His leg has Iteen amputated. I sent a servant, who was 
afflicted with kala-azur, and who has nobody to l(H)k after him, who is 
poor, ill, weak and almost starving, to the Calcutta School of Tnipical 
Medicine, for I was under the impression that the schcsd caters for 
tropical diseases. 1 had the ieinerity t<» recommend him as an indotir 
patient; the va^n was refused admittuiice, was not even treated as an 
outdoor pataent,,ftnd the only advice that he received was to go home. 
He is on a fair way to going to the Home from which he will never 
^ return. I hav^ written to the Principal of the schcad with regard to 
it but as yet have re<*eived no reply. Now there are innunieruhle such 
instances. May 1 hope that (Governnient will take the earliest lansible 
steps to establish a hospital of decent projKirtions, As a site, I wrnild 
recommend soinewliitt'e between Kidderjwre and (Garden Reach, for 
there is no hospital anywhere in (he vicinity of such large and densely 
populated areas. 

I find that a cei^in sura of money has been set apart for the 
Ranchi Mental Hospital. Now it is known that the hr>spital at Ranchi 
is so over <‘mwded, that the authorities are not prepared to take any 
but criminal and dangerous lunatics. As regards the others there is 
no help, unless they gain the right of admittanf e by murdering some 
one. Now there is a Mental Obser^'ation Hospital here at Bbowanipore, 
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with doctors, warders, cells and garden all complete; why should not 
this be turned into a Mental Hospital to accoromodate a few lunatiGs. 
The cost will not be considerable; and a real need will be supplied. 

May I suggest thai Government should explore the possibility of treat- 
ing municipal suUage for manuring purposes. This I’equires trained 
experts, and it would l>e advisable to send some young men to learn the 
various methods of treating sullage. Most of the municipal towns are 
next to agricultural lands; and this w'ould enure to the benefit of agri- 
culture as well as of the municipalities; it wdll dispfjse of sewage in a 
<‘leanly manner; and provide manure for the i>oor agriculturists. A staff 
w'ould alw'uys be ready to advise and undertake the necessary work. 

Now I do not know whether to congratulate oui-selves or not on the 
puHial transference of the activities of the Turf Club fiorn Calcutta to 
llaiTm'kpore. Years ago 1 had tabled a motion for the abolition of racing 
in Calcutta, particularly of l)etting on the lMM>ks. I bad no occasion- 81 
move it then, T think; but I almost wdsbed I had. The evils are too 
great and too apparent and they grow apace, an<l round the holocaust 
<*ircle the jnmr, who can ill afford to lose the three rupees that they lay 
on the favourite. For what is the pastime of the rich is the undoing of 
the poor, who cannot understand why some races are called jockey’s rfices, 
why any hoiwe from a particular stable can wnn a race, w’hy and how 
jo<*keys get jostled against the railings and suffer laidily harm. And now 
this evil has gone into the heart of the mill area, and to its gnmhling and 
drinking dens, is added one more cause of ]M)vei1y and misery only a bit 
moi'e refined ; to its sweated lalamr, is added one more means of 
fiefKung the ignorant of their hard earned money. Government will soon 
have to wake up and take stock of this, us well as the general condition of 
the labour population near and about Calcutta. Hut I would suggest that 
meanwhile in lieu of the hospitality which Government have afforded 
to the (’lub for all the.se years, and which has made it so hugely rich, the 
club should present to the public its race enclo-sures in Calcutta f(»r 
Government to utilise it in the best manner jawsihle. 

The question of the separation of the .ludi<*ial and Executive is a 
^perennial suurc^ of comment. This (|uestion is Wing shelved fiom year 
to year. When Wfter days dawn we shall go into if thoroughly, but to- 
day I hoi»e Government will discontinue the practice of taking stm^k of 
the numWr <»f Police cases in w*hii*h accused are acquitted by individual 
Magistrates 

Mr. PR68IDENT: Y our time is up, Mr, Suhrawardy. But I can 
allow you two minutes. 

Mr. H. S. SUHIDIWARDY: One word nuire and I have done. I 
have made no comments on the Educational fiolicv or the increase of pay 
of the Calcutta Police; and hope to paHieijmte in the discussion when 
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can lea^ to anything worthwhile. But before I »it down I would like to 
draw the attention of Government to a nuisam^ that can be Kuppre»wed 
by the authorities with the greatest ease and with no expense, namely, 
the nuisance of prowling taxis, of brilliant side-lights and raucous bul- 
bous boms. At present there ait? a number of cars, particularly of 
English make, that use brilliant side-lights and almost blind the driver 
approaching from the opjioHite side. They may be met liy the hundreds 
any evening ; and yet they <‘oiitinue to l>e registei-ed and passetl without 
any hindrance. I once ha<l occasion to complain of this t(» the Deputy 
Commissioner of Police in general terms, and the only reply that 1 
received was that they would take action only if 1 would complain against 
a specific person, as if it is only the public that has eyes, and the Police, 
with all their agents, are t(M) hliml to see ami take at'titui by themselves. 
Again, thcie is scarcely any one here who has not had to suffer, 
ptkb'ularly those wln> live in flats, (u wh<»se houses Isudet sti-eets and 
lanes without aiiv gmunds, from the nerve-racking sounds produced from 
reedy horns by exjiert Sikhs, who with a twist of their wrist con produce 
such hideous noises as the makers of the horns never dreamt of. The 
nuiiance would be much mi<igated if taxis were not permitted to prowl; 
but it would lie done away with altoirether if only horns tiial could not 
lie so manipulated wei'c used. Taxis that possessed stich horns should 
not Im* passed in the first instance and a check could be kept on them at 
the annual inspect i<ins, or when they are brouglit up on the usual charges. 
Again, if the prohibition against electric horns were raised, and such 
4 *le{’tric sii'eiis as are used on up-to-date bord Cal's — not-too-loud, not-too- 
pien'ing, and yet (juite insistent and snfHcieiit— jieriiiitted, then the evil 
will entirely disappear. 

.3-30 r.M. 

MahiraJ Kumar SR 1 8 CHANDRA NUNDY: Mr. President, though 
I (’aniu)t cogratulute the llon’hle the I* uuiiice Memlier on having produced 
a Budget which has appeared clad in a panoply of war I fully appm'iate 
the diffidence with which he has introduced it. lii his HjM*ech he has not 
only adopted alf ajMilogetic tone but has fully an<l frankly admitted 
that no one i*ealises more than he does that this is a very unsat isfa(?tory 
Budget which does not do justice to any depaH merit of Government and 
specially the transferred departments with which this Council is 
intimately concerned. And though he has made every attempt to shift 
the responsibility fniiii his broad shoulders to the hpancial settlement 
under the Meston Award and disarm criticism by confession of shorl- 
1 ‘omiiigs, I cannot help saying that there are weak joints in his armour 
which coffld have been avoided ; glaring defec ts which should have been 
fleet iff ed. 

The whole Budget is depressing to the last degrw, the estimated 
expenditure exceeding the estimated receipts by a considerable amount 



DISCUSSION OF BUDGET. 


f29rH F)w. 


4 

I agree with him that the finaacial settlement was wrong ab initio. But 
when we cannot override the fact that it is there we mnst cut our coat 
aec;ording to the cloth at our disposal. It was with this avowed intention 
that the Hetrenchment Committee was ap{K>inted. And we cannot help 
deploring that the recommendations of that Committee have not been 
fully adopted, ^e Government of India has not insisted upon their 
pound of flesh and the Government of Bengal have not allowed their 
placid slumber to be disturbed by disquieting dreams of their responsibi* 
lilies of improving the health of the province and dispelling the darkness 
of ignorance. In many leases they have been satisfied with the work of 
the day taking no thought for the morrow and indulging in the thought 
“ Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” 

On the receipt side I take strong exception the Lund Revenue being 
augmented by recoveries on account of Survey and Settlement charges- 
amounting t<i Us. 17 lakhs. The Finance MeinW has said that “the 
principal source <if revenue under this head are — Land Revenue, fixed 
colle<d,ions, collections from Government Kstutes, and iccoveries on 
account of Survey and Settlement charges.” But on the verj^ next page 
he has been constrained to admit that under Kxcise there will be a fall 
of revenue because of ” sc^ai’city in certain parts of the province dfle to 
drought and a consecjuent rise in the pri<*f of ri<*e.” With the dark 
shadow of scundty in the horizon would it not be advisable to keep the 
c(»llection of recoveries on account of Survey and Settlement charges in 
abeyaiK'e for u year; Sir. I represent a district whi(*h has been hard hit 
by failure of crops and where it has already become ne(*essary to have 
ri(*ourse t<» relief measures w’ith a view to mitigate suffering; and I shall 
be failing in my duty tow'anis those whom I represent if I do pot niise my 
voice in jMotest against the relentless coui*se the Government prtqiose to 
take in this matter. 

The Budgi*t does not pr<»vide money for any comprehensive scheme of 
general improvelni^nL The pr<»vim‘e crie.s aloud for measures calculated 
to free her froth Ihe ravages of malaria. (Miolera slays its thousands, 
malaria its ten thousands. Malaria, said l/ud RonabLhay in 1918, i» 
perhaps “ the mnf»t wide-spread and the most virulent of all the diseasea 
which afflict the people of Bengal." " Kvery year," added he, “ there 
cM'Cur in Bengal from d50.000 to 4 lakhs of deaths fnun tliis cause alone. 
But a mei^ enumeration of the deaths gives but a faint idea of the 
ravages of the disease. It is probable that at least a hundred attacks of 
malaria occur f<»r every death and it is estimated that this disease is alone 
responsible for 20 ci'ores <»f days of sickness in the Presidency." Since 
then nothing — abstdulely nothing — has been done t4i combat this scourge 
which is a leading cauee of poverty and many other disagreeables in a 
great jmit of Bengal. And yet there are countries which have been 
made malaria free, where helilth has been restored to the people. Under 
the ciri'umstanc'es we cannot be satisfied with the increase of Re. 4J8,0(K> 
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under tfie head “ Medical/^ specially when we find that changes in the* 
metho4^I accounting and increased grants to medical institutions^ inolud*^ 
ing hospitals attached to muffasal medical schools and larger provision 
for the Indian Mental Hospital at Rancliv mostly for capital expenditure^ 
mainly account for this increase. A provision of Rs. 6 lakhs for thr 
expansion of the Public Health Organisation scheme in the districts and 
a small grant to local bodies for quinine must count as dust in the- 
balance in which the requirements — the urgent necessities of the* 
Presidency — must he weighed. 

While this is how Public Health has been dismissed w-ith a few 
crumbs, a very lar^e slice out of the bread has gone to the pampered 
pets of the Government — I mean the Police. “ A lump provision of 
Bs. 4 lakhs has been made tor the i-evision of the pay of the constables,, 
head constables and sei-gennts of the Calcutta Police ** After the deplor- 
able display of efficiency in the streets of Calcutta on the -Ird February 
last the Finance Member must not he disappointed if the House feeF 
chary to approve of his a<‘tion in providing for this extravagant expen- 
diture. I for one fail to undei-stund why the Kumpean sergeants who- 
already enjoy disproportionately higher pay than their Indian com- 
patriots should have further addition to if while Indian Assistant Sub- 
Inspectors are left to shiver in the c^dd of neglect ^ Under the cin’um* 
stances I cannot help characterisinig the proposal to in<*reHse the pay 
of this special branch of the police as a pompous pageant for hi 
perishing province. Inefficient, arnigant and unpopular — the police (hr 
not deserve more numey to he '^pent on them till they prove that they 
deserve liettei treatment. * 

I am sorr\' io fine!. Sir, that the portion of the Budget which 
concerns itself with Kducatitm lietrays an utter lack of the sense of 
proportion. While it ha^ l>een jMissihlc merely to pn»vide for further 
expenditure of Rs. ‘1,. 19 ,000 on education. Ks. 2.09,(KK) have been 
earmarked “ for increased grants to the Dacca Univef|ity niainly for 
the cf»nstruction of the Moslem Hall, On tlie^ maintenance (»f th«r 
University buildings and f(»r the sewerage s<*heme ol the University.” 
Sir, I am not averse to make reasonable grants for a residentiaf 
University; but I cannot but say (hat the Dacca University is assum- 
ing the alarming characteristics of the Old Man of the Arabian Nights^ 
To sanction an additional grant of thiw nature when the Hon'ble* 
Minister for Education cannot tackle the problem of free and primary 
education for want of funds is criminal extravagance for wbicb tbe 
Government is being trounced by the public press. 

There is yet another item, although the expenditure is not directly 
debitable* to the head ” Education ** io which I cannot help referring^ 
A ram of Rs. 2,14,000 has been set apart for the acquisition of land for 
providing a playground and swimming tank for the students of tliw 
Oaleutta Madrasah jind the Islamia College, Calcutta. Considering thm 
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critical coiilition of our finances ihift gum is by uo means negligible. 
Can the Hon’ble the Finance Member advance the plea of urgency in 
the matter of providing these Ktudentg with a costly play-ground and a 
swimming bath when no other institution in Calcutta can l)oast of such 
luxuries P * 

When practically no move has been made to provide more money 
for Sanitation and Education it is idle to hope that the Agriculture 
and Industries Departments have been lil»erally treated. Though the 
Hon’ble ilie Finance Member has said that these two departments have 
got their share of increase we find that the estimate for the next year 
for the Industi'ies Department is higher only by over a lakh than the 
revised estimate of this year; it pm’vides for as many as seven new 
schemes for whi(di the niagnificent sum of Rs. 57,77*1 has l>een pro- 
vided. Agriculturv has not fared better, Sir, we have heard much of 
the Agricultural Comniission, but are the (lovemiiient going to work 
on the assumption that “ to write over a certain area of paper will fill 
the collapsed cubicles of the Agricultural classes in Bengal”? 

It is my duty cm the pi-esent occasicm to dniw the attention of the 
House to some (d' the glaring defect.s of the Budget. I admire the 
sincerity with which the Ilou'ble the Finance Member has attempted 
to make the best of a bad job but unfortunately for him and more 
unfortunately for tlie Presidency all that can be said of bis first Budget 
is that, like the Curate's 0gg it is good in jmits and ( Hiinot reflect 
oredit on its author. 


Khan Sahib ABDU8 SATTAR: Sir, tiMlay we have met here to 
<liH(*uss and criticise the Budget as we do every year. Fj-om year to 
year w'e have been f(dlowiiig this procedui*e. Year comes in and year 
goes out, and almost at this time a discussion of the Budget takes 
pla('e at wbi<*b a number of suggestions, a number of schemes, aie made 
without any effect. A^ the end of the year, when we come to review 
our work, we find that those suggestions and those schemes have not 
Iweii coiisideied by (loveniment. Kspe< ially, in this Budget we do not 
find that any suggMitiuii or any scheme, which was proposed last time, 
has l>een given effect to. So, practically, is it not a waste of time to 
have a discussion of this nature — a tiiscussion which serves no useful 
purpose — every year? Of course, tlie meraWi-s w’ho come here speak 
something and then go away. I^ast year, I remember that not only 
I myself, but also a numlier of other meml>erH, (complained as regards 
the manner »n s hich the Budget was framed and the way in which it was 
presented; but the same sort of method has been followed this year 
without any variation. So, this is a thing which perhaps nobody on 
the face of the earth can alter; what is the use in thus wasting the 
iime of this House in discuasion? I at least see no purpose in it. 
Therefore, 1 do not propose to deal at length or in great detail with the 
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▼ftrioua iltois of the Budget, os has been done by previous speakeiu, I 
would odly make a few observations on the speet'h of the Hon*ble ^e 
Finance Member. The Hon*ble the Finance Member has ver>' frankly and 
candidly told us that bis is not a pleasant duty to j>erftjrm — though be 
has got to perform it— in presenting this Budget, ^He has not been 
able to satisfy any of us witli this Budget : nor has he been able to do 
justice to any department of Government. He has not told us the 
remedies he pniposes, nor has he made any suggestions for futuie 
remedies that can be applied. All that he has said is about the Meston 
Settlement, which, he thinks, might l»e i*eronsidered when the Royal 
Commission finally reports. Prribably, the Government may put the 
matter up before the rommission. I should like to bring i»ne thing to the 
notice of the Hon’ble the Finance Member. It is ulM)ut the way in 
which the Buclget is prc'^ented. We have Iw'en complaining severely 
that the Budget, a.s it is presented, does not show whether there is any 
superfluity or any excess of expenditure in any department of the 
Govemment. I suggest that he sliould adopt such Tnetlu)d as wfuild 
show such excess of expenditure and thu^ enable Govenniieiit to curtail 
the expenditure. He should devise some metluHl to that end and 
adopt it. Further, the adoption of sucdi a method w»mld help in finding 
out whether there is any need foi incicasing expenditure in depaH* 
rnents wliei*e more money is needed, especially in the departments on 
the transferred side — I mean. Kducation. .Vgricultuie and Industties 
Departments. 

^146 ivM. 

The Budget should show that Government has taken up in band 
schemes which would gradually tend to the amelioration of the condi- 
tion of the depaHments, and T am of opinion that the methods now 
puiNued hy Government are wrong. The budget should also show that 
there is a tendency, a desire on the part of Government, to work in 
such a way that the suggestions of the ('ouncil may In* given effect 
to later on in the year at least. It is iiec*essary at this stage bi Uike 
in hand drastic reductions in ex|>endittire, and there should W more 
and more facilities given to the nation-huilding departments, regard- 
ing which 4‘ompluint.s are fre<|ueiitly ma<le and have l)eeii made. 

There is one thing I should mention in connection with the Royal 
Commission just now in India. When they came hei-e the Council 
should invite them to go and spend some time in the villages. When 
they c*ome here to towns, they give them ovation, and re<*eive them, etc., 
but they cannot realise the condition in which villagers live, how they 
spend their lives, how they get their drinking water, what they eat 
and how they pass their lives with the slightest of ednoaHoii. There- 
fore. they should be invited to spend a lai^ part of their time in the 
villages if poaniUe. They will then get theumelves acquainted with 
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the condition of tillage life. If the village people die out from cholera^ 
kala-ajsar, malaria and if the villages become a barren tract of land, 
whom will the Government govern? What will the Government do 
with the people living only in the cities? Therefoi'e it is the primary 
duty of persons interested in the jrell-being of the people to see at 
first hand the condition of the villages and also to see what steps should 
be taken to improve the finances of the country. 

Another thing 1 should like to mention, which has already been 
referred to by other speakers and it is about education. The Hon'ble 
Finance Member has said, in spite of his pathetic confession that the 
Budget is not a satisfactory Budget, and he has congratulated himself 
upon his statement that edu<*ation has been receiving increasing atten- 
tion at the hands of (loveriiment. For new expenditure Rs. 16 lakhs 
has been allotted, of whi«th Rs. 9 lakhs has been allotted for the 
transferred departments; out of this sum some Rs. 3 or 4 lakhs has 
been given for brick and mortar, i.e., building a hall and a swimming 
tank or bath, <jf which the Maharaj-Kumar was complainiiiij: just now, and 
the remaining Rs. •*> or 6 lakhs has l)een distributed among all the depart- 
ments. Although the Finance Member admits that there are many 
urgent and important schemes which the Ministers deeire t(» be under- 
taken, he allots sucdi a large sum of money for projects which are not 
very urgent — but T do not grudge. Ilis lixcellenc^v’s staff and house- 
hold spend yearly alwut Rs. 6 lakhs but the same amount is thought 
to l>e sufficient for Ihe education, sanitation and agrnulture of the 
teeming population of Bengal ! Therefore T say that this amount is 
very, very inadequate and insignificant. 

One word about education — secondary education. It has be(;ome 
so very costly fhat the middle class people can hardly send their l)oys 
to school now. Formerly our boys use<l to write on plaintain leaves 
but now they must have exewise Ixioks ( osting to 4 annas each other- 
wise the tea<*hers won’t allow them to sit. So, Sir, college education 
as well as scIkhiI education is entailing an enormous and almost impos- 
sible expenditure! 

We all desire that primary education should prevail among the 
niaf^s. In my village there is a primary schtml with one teacher who 
gets a paltry amount of Rs. 3 to 4 a month from the District Board 
and even that onee in 6 or 7 months! He opens the school after tend- 
ing his cattle in the fields once or twice a month, and w'hen the 
Inspector comes, (they are required to visit 3 or 4 times) he collects 
some students and shows them to the Inspector, makes a biR for Rs. 2 
or 3. This is the state of primary education in the villages which is 
most unsatiHactory. Unless something satisfactory is done there can- 
not be contentment uiiKingthe {leople. If there is disi^ontentinent then 
it is not goo^or the people. 
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I do not wish to the tinie of the Council by making; a lengjihy 
•pooch, olthoug^h there is a good deal to bo said every item in the 
Budget, but I would finally urge that we should adopt a method of 
curtailing the expenses of (Jovei niiient and of affording gradually 
increasing facilities to the nation-building departments; otherwise wo 
shall he nowhere. * 


Mft BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs The annual ex{K»sition of 
the financial state and pr<»spects of the province, 1 believe, always 
affords abundant interest to the nieml»ers of this House— at least it 
used to do so in the first Iteforiiied Bengal la*gislative ^^)un^’il. But 
things have undergone a great (diange since then and the emptiness 
of the op|)osition l>enches as well as the liemdies on this side of the 
House clearly indicates that that interest is lacking. I am glad to 
note that there is no corresfamding lack of insight and care on the 
part of the Hon’ble the Finance MemWr l>ecause he has tried his best 
to meet the situation. I might say that his anxiety to meet the 
situation verges f»n <lesjMUi(lem-\ and I ran assure him that a! least the 
meitil>ers l>elonging to this siile ot the House, though very tew of them 
are present here to-day. fully share his anxiety and they are ready to 
pla<*e their co-o[)eration and servires at his dis|>osal in fighting the 
financial battle of Bengal whetbei Iwdoie the Royal ('ommission or 
Wfore the (brvernment ot Imlia. I wish, Sir, Hint it were possible 
for the meml)er.s of this House irrespective of their iM)litirul creed to 
co-oj>erate with (fovernment and fight the Mestoii Award which is 
admittedly lesponsihle for the partial if not the complete failure of the 
Reforms in Bengal. The difficulties which the Hon'hle Ministers had 
to meet during the last six years were not only politicahhut they were 
largely financial also. 

Now. Sir, turning to the Budget I find that the first item is laiiid 
Revenue. The exi>enditure on the management of (Government Estates 
has increased by Rs, 50,0(K1 hut we are glad to note that this demand 
includes a contribution to Khns Mahal dispensaries and hospitals and 
also a provision of Rs. 2 lakhs for Agric ultural and sanitary imprc»ve- 
roents. 

The next thing is Survey and Settlement. Of courae tbit is a mutter 
on which we have never agreed with the (Government and I am afraid 
we shall ne%er agree, because this expenditure, I maintain, is neither 
for the moral nor for the material aclvancement of the people; it is 
neither for the good of the tenant nor for the good of tl|e landlords. 
The only result of the Survey and Settlement operations is that it has 
created an ill-feeling, which I am afraid will last for generations 
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between the landlords and the tenants, I do not know for whose bene- 
fit this Hf heme is being so obstinately— if may nse ^e expresaion— ^ 
pursued by (tovernment. 

The Hon’blc Finance Meinl)ei expects an increased income of Rs. b 
lakhs from Excise and I think an equal amount from Stamps. 
Considering the failure of crops the effect of which has not yet been 
felt in the major portion of the province, T should like bi observ'e that 
the Hon’ble Member is rather optimistic 

'I’hen about capital expenditure there is a provision of over Bsf 22 
lakhs for Irrigation and about Rs. 12 lakhs foi Police buildings. 
These two figures compare very unhappily and this in<*rease in Police 
expenditure is not likely to l>e appreciated by the public. There is 
an increase of Rs. 4 lakhs on the Presidency Police, which has gone 
up from Rs. a2 lakhs to Rs. 41 lakhs since 1925. On the contrary 
the expenditure on the District Police has remained almost stationary. 
Sir, I am not <ine of those who ai*e of the opinion that (lovernment 
should do away with the Police; on the other hand I feel there is a 
great necessity for strengthening the Police in this countr>' for peace 
and g<K)d Ooveniment, in the interest of the people and not in the 
interest of (Government. But still 1 am of opinion that the increase 
of expenditure on the (hilcutta Polii*e is unwarranted and cannot be 
properly justified. 

In Irrigation schemes there is a large demand of about Rs. 22 
lakhs of which Rs. ^1,(K),(KM) go towards the Damodar Canal. This is 
a provision for which the people of l|urdwan and a part of the Hooghly 
district have every reason to be grateful to the (Government and when 
this scheme is completed it will bring- great relief to the people, and 
I wish it were possible to undertake more such schemes. There were 
one or two small schemes for Irrigation which were financed from 
revenue but I do not find any such provision in the curient year’s 
Budget — for instance the Muchipara silt*l>earing project was one of 
them. The (Government really spent very small amounts on the 
schemes and they were undertaken without proper survey and without 
proper consultation with local opinion ; they were undertaken simply 
to maintain the activities of the Irrigation Department and not for 
the good of the people, and I can say from my personal experiencse, 
beii^ a man of the locality, that the money has Wn completely wasted, 
and ihe position "of the flood-stricken villages has been rendered 
considerably worse. There was no high flood last season and so its 
result could not be fully examined, but I am almost sure that if there 
were any high flood the result would be disastrous; so the money has 
been completely wasted. 

As regalfls education 1 find that there is a provisicm for Physical 
and Assistant Physical* Director. 1 do not know what they do, but there 
is a provision of Rs. 96,090 to meet their pay. Their activities are at 
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imi iMlt kiiown to the public, they mi^irht be coufined to the Writers'' 
^ Bwldi^gl. Sir, there is a grrant of Rs. 23 lakhs for primary schools^ 
I wish it were possible for the Government, who are so anxiops to tax 
the peo]de for compulsory primary e<lucation to increase this grant. 

Sir, as regards Medical, there are certain very good things; an 
expenditure of Bs. 18,000 for an anatomical museum for the Boniildshay 
School, a provision of Rs. 2 lukhs for the extension of the Eden 
Hospital and also provisions for medical schtads at Ji^jiaiguri and 
C^pttagong. I wish it were possible for the Government U> Increase- 
the grant to rural dispensaries which remains stationar>% the hguio 
being Bs. 8,50,000. Then, there is also provision for mental hospitals. 
There is an increased demand for this and, I think, 1 <'an congrntulnto 
the Government for that. 

Sir, as regards Public Health there is an increase of almut a lakh 
of rupees. The grant for free vaccination is al)out Bs. 50, (KK) and I 
wish that it were pdksible for the Government to increase this grant. 
Sir, we who belong to the mufassal know very well how urgent it is 
and how very incumbent it is on the Government to increase the 
expenditure on this item. f ^ 

[At 4-15 p.M. the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes.] 


Adjournmafit 

There being no quorum.* present when the Council reassembled it 
was adjourned at 4-30 r.M. tHl 2^1 p.m. on Thursday, the Ist March, 
1928, at the Town Hall, Cairui{§. 
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Priotsdifigt of tho Btiigti Lagislativs Counoil Ms s m bls d unclir , 
ths proviiioiis of tiio Cooermiiont of India Aet 

Thb met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 

Calcutta, flU^ThuFHday, the 1st March, 1928, at 2-80 p.m. 


PrasONt: 

* 

The Hon’ble the President (Bam Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhtjet, 
of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon^ble Members of the Executiye 
Council, the two Hon'ble Mininter^ and 79 nominated and elected 
members. 

■ ’» 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’Mo Raja Manmatha Nath Ray 
Qhavdhuryi of iantoah)S Gentlemen of the Coimcil, 1 came across a 
paragraph in to-day's Statesman which I think I should read to you 
lor the w’riter presumptuously presupposes my decision with regard 
to a mutter in which vou are vitally interested. He drifted away 
from his responsibility to invent leasons for TOch '^a decision — an 
Attempt which in niy opinion should not Im* »Il(»wed fo go uncondemned. 
The puragraf)h runs thus: 

“ Under the Rules the l^resident may or may not allow a discussion 
of the motion ttMlay and the chances iire that he will defer the date 
till the vacant seats have been filletl.” * 

Gentlemen, I was readly shocked fqf- 1 coiibl hardly believe that 
the Statesman «'ould actually l)e led away, fitmi truth by g«)ssip-mongers, 
And I think it is clearly my duty to give a piece of friendly advice to 
the Editor, namely, that he should exercise Hiore rigorous eontrol over 
irresponsilde contributors. 


Gtffitral dlaouftion of tli« Budgtt of tho Covonmiont of Bongal 
for 1928-29. 

The general discussion of the Budget was then resumed, 

MiUlvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, one feele a good d^ of 
delicacy to adversely criticise a Budget which its author himaecf 
deacrilnw aa very unsatisfactory. Indeed the Hon'ble Mr. Marr 
deserves to be congrotulated on the refreshing frankness he has 
exhibited in estimating the value of his first perfonnance as Finance 
Member as well as on the general notw of sympathy manifest through- 
out his speech. No one devoid of a s3rmpathetic heart can ever be 
axpeoted to help Bengnt out of her present deplorable state, and it 
it highly «gratif|i||g ttpdlnd that the Hon’ble Mr. Marr whom Bengal 
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will lodk upon for a term of yearn for iome amelioration of her 
financial embarrasHmente, ntartn with a valuable stock-in-trade in ike 
shape of a sympathetic heart. Yet at the same time it is a pity to 
find that in the matter of actual achievements this stock-in-trade has 
not been turned to ^)d account so fur Finance Mei0l>er'8 initial 
performance is concerned. 

In exhibitinff his men hantlise he hiis only too scrupulously followed 
the l>euten tnu k and has furnished the old din^ shelves of the 
administration in the siinie old fashion us his predef'essors. Yhere is 
scarcely a new stall added or a new article exhibited. The fine senti- 
ments given expression to have failed to produce the slightest irnpres* 
aion upon the steel frame '* of the administration. The budget he 
has pi'esented is nothing hut a facsimile replica of its numen>us prede- 
cessors and the injustice sys(enmti<ally done to the nation-building 
depart menis is repixuluced to the ihagrin of all well-wishers of the 
land. For immunity* from resp4iiisihilit\ for this neglert tlie flon’ble 
Memljer st^eks shelter un<ler the iiie<|uitnble Meston Settlement. Speak- 
ing of this injustice to the traii.sferred departments he says “it is solely 
flue to our financial settlement and until thi.s is put right wt aan 
expect little or no Amelioration.’’ He seems to think that with (be 
Meston Settlement unsettled he w<iuld l»e able in marshall the assets 
of the (Government to the liest a<l vantage of the various nation build- 
ing schemes,^ lie must have Ih'cii, therefore, and so have we all lieen, 
exceedingly ^ . 4 rratified to find that w'ithin a few days of 
his giving out the Heugal (Government’s firm determination 
to continue the fight f4»r the remission of our provincial 
contributions under the said financial settlement and only a day after 
he was assured of help and comradeship in this great battle by as 
honourable lieutenant on the floor of this House, the papers have made 
the dramatic announcement of the jiermunent annulment of these coxi- 
tributious as pro|>osed by Sir Hasil Hlackett in the next year’s Imperial 
Budget introduced in the liCgislutive Aasembly. I congratulate the 
Hon’hle Mr. Marr and the other Members of our (Government on this 
earky victory, our friend, the hon’hle lieutenant on the ronset|uent 
immunity from shedding his valuahle blood which may now be kept 
in resen'e for the more strenuous battles, and last but not the least, 
Sir Basil Blackett on his superb performance for which the Govern- 
ment of Bengal and the jieople of Bengal owe him a deep debt of 
gfratitude. 

Now, with the nightmare of the Meston Settlement exercised may 
I ask the Hon’ble Member for Finance how does be propose to do 
justice to the nation-building departments P Is he prepared to allot 
the whol^ amount thus released to nation-building schemes of the 
transtored departmentsP Let action and not words speak. It will 
perhaps be said that even with this remission ear budget is a defieft 
budget. But it should not be forgotten that Gfitennsett was prepared 
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to do without this remission and so bjr spending this Bs. 54 lakhs for 
the benefit of the people the Government would not be 
placed in a worse position than they were prepared to meet. II 
there is any solicitude for the transferred departments let it be real 
and let it not be exhausted in mere lip sympathy. 

I feel prompted to ask the Hon’ble Finance Member just another 
question. Can full justice be done to the transferred departments 
even with the Meston Settlement unsettled? The crying demands of 
primary education, agriculture and public health are to iny mind too 
great for the small sum released by the remission of our provincial 
contributions. No amount of financial jugglery played with this 
amount can work wonders so as to satisfy the legitimate demands of 
this province? The stereotyped policy of feeding the transferred 
departments with the surplus crumbs thrown out by the pet and 
pampered departments will never conduce to the healthy growth of the 
former. Neither can the burden of taxation under which Bengal has 
already been groaning be increased to an unlimited extent. What 
Bengal needs, therefore, is not merely the slow process of evolution 
but revolution pure and simple. You have so long been robbing Peter 
to pay Paul ; you must now relieve Paul of all his illicit gains and pay 
back what is Peter’s due. To do this one must have unbounded courage 
and extraordinary skill. The whole system will have to be overhauled 
and the cruel Surgeon’s knife will have to be ruthles^ applied to 
those parts of the body politic w hich have been pampered^ to a plethoric 
growth at the expense of other more useful limbs. What Bengal needs, 
therefore, is a revolutionary Finance Member; and let us hope that 
the Hon'ble Mr. Marr with his coui'age and capacity will prove such 
a revolutionary Finance Member^ if not now, at least in the year to 
come. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZtZUL HAQUE: I beg to offer my congm- 
tulations to the llon’hle the Finance Member for the deficit Budget 
which he htus presented to this Council, for the simple fact that it has 
revealed to the public of Bengal as well as to the Government of India, 
as also to those estimable gentlemen who have <’ome from England to 
review the present constitutional position in India the inequities of 
the present financial settlement. I congratulate him as just on the 
eve of the Simon Commission he has been able to disclose this financial 
position. He has done us a signal service, more than if he could have 
given us a surplus Budget. I join with other members of the House 
in offering my ^grateful thanks to Sir Basil Blackett for the permanent 
remission of the provincial contribution. The problem however doee 
not re^t there, so far as the finances of Bengal are concemdd. When 
I look into the internal details of the Budget, I am afraid I a!m not 
able to offer my oongrathlations to the Hon’ble tbe Finance Member 
for the simple reason ^at he hao not been able to show any way out 
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of our pment difficulties. Weliave been in our »urp1u« balances 
since die days of the Belonns. The Reforms be^n with an opening 
balance of Ra 2 crores and 7-^ lakhs of rupees; next year it was reduced 
to a deficit of Rs. 42 lakhs, though at the end of the year the closing 
balance came to be Rs. 9(1 lakhs, or in other words there was an 
increased taxation of Rs. 1 (•n)re and 3d lakhs in course of the year. We 
then find that the Reforms began with an opening balance of Rs. 2 
crores and 73 lakhs : it came to be reduced year after year till in 192(i*27 
when we again got a surplus of Rs. 2 cr(»re.'« 38 lakhs and 3(i thousand. 
The balance this year, however, has c<»me down to Rs. 84 lakhs 
including the contribution to the (Government of India in the Budget. 
In spite of this serious situation, in spite of octual deficit on receipts 
and expenditure we have not yet beard any pn»posal8 fur retrench- 
ment from the Hon’ble the Finance Member. There has been no 
attempt to regularise the expenditure, no suggestions from the Finance 
Member for any new sources of revenue beyond that we have been 
naively told, as if we are so many financial babies, that “ w*e have been 
compelled to cut our expenditure dowm to the minimum, and have been 
able to allow for very little new expenditure on the reserved side.” I 
will not talk of the hackneyed phrase “the economic condition of the 
people,” but I shall take the Ifon’hle Member f<»r half a minute through 
the amount of money contributed by Bengal in the last 10 years. If 
you study the finances you will find that under the heads of Excise, 
Stamps, Registration, Justice, Education. Medical, Public ITealth and 
Scheduled Taxes the receipts in the coming year as ci>mpared with the 
receipts of 1917-18 have increased by 2*)4 lakhs of rupees, or in other 
words, Bengal has contributed under these seven heads alone a sum of 
money amounting to IN, 2M lakhs more than what it paid in 1917-18. 
Wlien w*e consider the heads of exjumditure on the transferred side 
especially Education, Medical, Public Health and Agriculture, we 
find that these four depart luents have been allowed only ab<jut 
114 lakhs of rupees more than what was spent in 1917-18. Including 
the heads of Industries, Excise and Civil Works we find increased 
expenditure under all these heads together has been just Rs. 1 crore 
66 lakhs and 23 thousand ; in other words under these heads though 
Bengal paid Rs. 2 crores 64 lakhs and received only Rs. 1 crore (>6 lakhs. 

Sir, the present Budget represents a lack of proportion in deteniiin- 
ing the comparative irnpfirtance of various schemes, and it seems there 
has been a sc'ramble between the different departments for money 
which has resulted in important schemes being held up in one depart- 
ment, while unimportant schemes in other departments have found a 
•ale place in the Budget. Such is our anxiety to better the police and 
the admitliistration that most of the days allotted to demands foi; grants 
ore spent out and all motions for cut in the most important waste dej^rt- 
ment, namely, the Public Works Department, have to be guilltained 
by the President. We have l>een providing more and more money for 
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this department, with perpetual addendum %hat the Public Woi^ 
Department hare not been able to Apend all the money that has been 
budgeted for it. It i» wrong that the Public Works J)epui*tiiient 
should demand and be allotted more money than they can spend. It 
is wrong that this nnmey could not be allotted to other departmeikta. 
I will give a few illustrations as to how important schemes have been 
held up. 


245 p.M. 


I know a few, but I think t II n i^eririrti If** wui iie able to give a very' large 
number. I find rei^ently there was n circular by the Government of 
Bengal that the cost of /fcn/m, which is paid for by local self-governing 
bodies, will be remitted by the Government in the present Budget, and 
the District Boards hoped to get this relief. We are now being tedd that 
financial difficulties stand in the way of remittinig to the District 
Boards the cost of this serum. It is a well-known fact that the Public 
Health Department has been crying for a few more publicity and 
propaganda officers, but T find not a single pie has been added to the 
Public Health Department. The next point is the pay of the 
Veterinary Sul>-AR8i8tant Surgeons which has not been revised since 
1918, and T do not know when we will be able to see that. We find 
that hostel accommodation has not been provided for the Moslem 
CVdlege students at Krishnagur. A paltry sum of Rs. 8,000 has been 
added to for primary education; no provision has been made for c&nals 
and waterways in Western Bengal. But the Public Works Depart- 
ment Budget is swelling year after year. T find that the Public Works 
Department expenditure on roads and communication is Rs. 91 lakbs. 
If you examine these figures you will find that Calcutta, Jalpniguri, 
Darjeeling and the Duars have secui*ed Rs. 22 lakhs out of this 
Rs. 91 lakhs. This is a serious matter for the consideration of the 
hon’ble members of this House, and I am only drawing the attention 
of members to it in the hope that when discussinlg the Budget they 
might give due regard to this. It is no wonder that the Reforms have 
been de<‘ried so much. 

Coining to Irrigation, 1 ask the Ilon’ble the Nawab Bahadur, 
MemWr in eharge of the Imgation Department, and Mr. Nelson, the 
present Irrigation Secretary, whether they themselves have been able 
to understand the Irrigation Budget. Can they make other members 
understand what the details are? It is so complicated that it cannot 
be understood. The IIonTde Member in charge of the Irrigation 
Department said the other day that his department had no informa- 
tion as to w'hether the Bhairub had liecome u running stream. I may 
give the information to the Chief Engineer, Mr. Addams-Williams, 
that there is only one small stream named Chota Bhairab in 
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Mujrsbidriwd anti it mm into tbe Jalangi Biw. Tlii» Bbairab Hati 
come to be a flowin^r river now. If the Hon*ble Member in eharira 
will kindly advise liis Chief Knpineer to look into the tnmdition of this 
small river, it will raise ffi-eat hopes in the minds of the people on the 
two sides of the river Jalanjri. So far as the Irrijration Department 
is eoneemed, its Budgftd is pi-eseiited in a manner which, I have said, 
is unintelliprihle to the avernjre mass and I find people do not take any 
interest in it. The Irrijration Department lias not yet lieen able to 
hrinp forward any irrij^ation scheme for the improvement of rivers and 
waterways in Western Ben^ral. - . 

May I also ask the Ifon'hle Member in rhni>re of Irritration, in 
thUtronnection us to who is responsible for the waste of public money, 
now that the Grand Trunk (^anal scheme has been abandoned P T 
think it is a well-known fact that lonjr hefm^e the Grand Tnuik Canal 
pitiject was even fully mntui-ed, the dreil^rer Ronalduhay was purchas4*d 
at a cost of alxiut t)4 lakhs of ru}>ees. I want to know who will l>e 
responsible for this loss of public money. This Its. 04 lakhs woubi 
have solved the problem of the waterways, or the water-supply in 
Bengal or the sanitary needs of the people. But simply lu^cause Mr. 
Aildams-Williums is supposed to he the gi-eatest river engineer in Bengal, 
he will not hear aiiyliody. I may ask whether the Hon’hle Memlier is 
prepared to place all the pa[>cis in connection with this scheme before 
the public, so that they may have an opportunity of knowing who is 
responsible for this wiiste of joiblic money. The matter is wi important 
fn>m the publii* point of ^ie\v, and ^o much has to lie done for the 
improvement of the rivers and watei-ways in Bengal, that any amount 
which is wasted is a matter of much concern to every citixen in thin 
Presidency. 

I will onl\ refer again to one f»i 1 m o item*« in the Public Works 
Department Budget, T find that Ks. 1.4*i,(K)0 bas been sanctioned for 
the hostel to the Ahsunulluh School of Kngineei iiig. I find the 
l^residency College has Wen given B". 24,1H)P to level its compound. 
We wer*e students of the Presidency (\dlege and we know the compouml 
was a little had. but the (<dlegc had the best of reputation and yet 
we are spending Rs. 24,tHK) almost annually for levelling the (Vdlege 
compound, the comjMiund Wcoming imue and more gfMHl, but we all 
know how the atmo.sphere of the Presidency College has changed recently. 
I find a sum of Ks. 2.14.fKKI has be<*i> provitled for a plny-gnmnd for 
the Islamia College, Rs. 2,(H),(RM) for the Moslem Hall, a sum of 
Us. 1,32,000 for the sewerage wheme of the Dacca University and 
Us. 56,QpO for the Alipore Reformatory. I want to know fnmi the 
l^nblic Works Department whether it is possible for them to -pend all 
this in the next financial year 


(Mere the meiiiWr having leiu'hed the tiinedimit resumed his 



102 


DISCUSSION OF BUDGET. 


[l8T MaB. 


Raja BHUPf NORA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nailii|Nir: Sir, 
nmnh had bean discussed yesterday and there is very little for me to say. 

I join in the chorus of disapproval of the Bengal Budget as presented 
to members of this House. The Htmlde the Finance Member, has come 
into a heritage of woe. There have been lean years in the past, and the 
Hon^ble Mr. Marr has succeeded to those lean years; and he must realise 
too well that in H]>ite of loans and advances he has produced little or 
nothing. Neither the transferred departments are satisfied in the least, 
nor have the favoured Reserved Departments even had their fill. 

The switrd of Damocles, which all the while hung over the head df the 
Hon’ble the P'inance Member, in the way of the Meston Award for 
Bengal, has fallen listless on the floor. We breathe a deep sigh of 
relief. Although the province is still in debt, and has its own several 
needs to fulfill, yet there is this ray of hope in the way of funds to tackle 
one by one the schemes set forward, especially in the transferred depart- 
men is and stored in the pigeon holes of the bureaux of the Hon’ble 
Ministers. 

Dealing with one or two matters in detail with regard to receipt side, 
I note the increase in the Excise DepaHment; I note it only, but have 
little to say in favour of a department which eats into the very vitals of 
our manhood and womanhood. 

There is another little matter I might refer to here and that is that 
the Settlement Operations are just concluded in Miirshidabad and 
Hirhhum and Oovernment proposes to levy the costs from this year. 
Tliese districts have not been favoured by Nature and the inhabitants 
are in an acute state of distiess. As a matter of fact for these two 
districts nioiiev for Relief Works is being distributed. This shows the 
unhappy state of affairs in the two districts, Vesterday, in reply to 
a qucvstion, the Jlon’hle Member of the Revenue DepaHment had said 
that aman cwp in the district of Murshidnbad had failed to the extent 
of 14 annas. Famine also, according to (Tovernmenl statistics is loom- 
ing ill the distance. For these and other cogent reasons I advwate the 
postponing of the Settlement operation costs for at least this year. 

Regarding expenditure— I also note that in spite of penury and 
distress all round, the Bally Bridge is favoured, which is to afford 
further facilities mainly for our Jute merchants and their constituenta. 
Surely, in such a lean year timse things should have been cut down or 
postponed. 

Then again the pampered INdice is once more to get the lion’s share 
in the pixjfits. No les.s than Rs. 4 lakhs go for the improvement of the 
subordinate inembei-s of the fon^e. One year it is mosquito-nets^ another 
year it is the Sergeants, but some bow or other, in some manner or way 
the Police, like King Charles’ head, must come up for their share; 
while good drinking water, primary education and a thousand and one 
other necessities are thrust aside for the time. 
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Thii Wdft «[ie to the thoaght as to hoir littla ii being spent on 
primary education in Bengal. Money is laviahly spent on our Univer- 
sities and Colleges, Some College is to get a sanmming bath, but the 
poor Tillagers are neglected in partaking of the elements of education. 

Then, again, ** Dhai training is woefully negle4*ted, although it 
affects infant mortality in the pn»vince, u’hich is the subject of severe 
adverse criticism. »Something is urgently needed in this direction, which 
in its turn will afford relief to many. 

I have little to say more in the aay of criticism. There is no money 
and suggestions are, therefore, futile, if they ait» to be in the form of 
constructive suggestions. My only hope is that the Hon'ble the Finance 
Member will have a Wtter time next year — which 1 seriously doubt — to 
present to us a Budget more in accordance with our wishes and demands, 
and more commensuniie with the needs of Bengal. 

3 P.M. 

Kluui Bahadur Mauivi 8YEO MUQBUL HUSAIN S Sir, the Budget 

of the Government of Bengal for the year 192H-29 has been presented 
before us and these two days have been set apart for general discussion. 
Last year we had also two days for discussion of the Budget. What is 
the object of this general discussion If, in the light of this general 
discussion there is some modif)<*ation mada in ihe Budget when it is 
finally presente<] lM‘fore the H^nise, it would he <»!' some Otherwise 

it is mere waste of time. I >lH»uId like to draw the attention of the 
Government .Members to thi> fii<’t that these two days are allotted to the 
members of this (hmiicil for general discussion of the Budget and I 
hope that (loveinment Memln'rs, who are in untliority and who can 
correct or modify figures in the Budget, would take into consideration 
all in the very light of the discussions they hear. Otherw’ise it is of no 
use and it is just like crying in the wilderness. 

The sympathy of the House is due to the llon’hle Mr. Marr who 
presents a deficit Budget and he regrets that he has not l»een able to 
present a satisfactory Budget l»eforc the House. Nf>w, Sir, I think the 
previous Government is solely resjamsihle for ac('cpting this unjust 
Meston Award which has done such financial injustite upon the 
Government of Bengal and this financial wHtleiiient must l»e unsettled. 
Ijet all ihe iiiemhers of the House 4*omhiiie and praseiit their case before 
the Simon Commission and also before the Government of India and 
bring pressure to l>eor upon them to have this glaring injustice to Bengal 
rectified. 

If I remember aright, from all other provinces half of the revenue 
is taken away by the Government of India hut from Bengal more than 
two-thirefs is taken away. What is the justice in this I am afraid I 
am not in a position to understand. Bo I hope the Government of 
Bengal as well all the members di the House should combine and 
present the whole case before the Simon Commission. 
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Sir, ibis deficit Budget is preHeiited before us in tbe sxme old beaten 
track. There was a Betrenchment Committee. This Commiljtee was 
constituted and a coiisiderttble cut was made. But I find no effect 
has been s:iven to the recommendations of that Committee so far as the 
reserved departments are <*oiirerned. Sir, if the recommendations of 
the Committee had been accepted, the money thus released could have 
l»een utilised for the hettenneiit of the j)eople as a whole. Sir, we have 
been ci-yinj^* loud and hoarse for years toj^ether that malaria, kala-assar, 
small-pox, cludera, etc., have made permanent abodes in the country 
and have been playing havoc upon the already pale and Vmaciated people 
of Bengal, hut (iovernment have taken ikj appreciable step to save people 
from these preventihle diseases, thoujLrh some show attempt is bein^^' made 
from time to time. 

As to the <ietails of the Biulj^et we people of Kastein Bengal, 
especially of (Miittaj^onjf, do n»>t feel the existence of the Irrigation 
Department. I find in the Budget a sum of Rs. >V2 lakhs is earmarked 
for the purpose of irrigation, hut iu>tliing is budgeted for Chittagong. 

Sir, 1 drew (he uttetitiori of this to u number of schemes last year. 
One of them is the re-ex< uvation of Dhrum Khal. Tinie was when the 
whole tract on Ixdli sides of this river wa" fertile, bat now wbat do we 
find — the entire urea on b(»th side^ of thi‘« khal is barien and no crops 
has been pnaluced. Hegur(ftng the cutting of tlw* cir< ular bend of the 
JTalda river, the cutting of the circular bends of Tclparrn Khal, the re- 
excuvatiou of Kfuikiia Khal, the drainage of (runaunardan Bil are 
schemes which should retpiire the iininediate attention (►f the Irriga- 
tion l)e|>art rneiit. 

Sir, we ha<l expected (hat there would be free and conij>ulsory 
primary edneatiem in the country. These have been delayed and this 
year we had expected that in the month of Fehniarv this Bill would he 
passed and in the course of a year the wlnde country would have free 
primary schotds, hut unfoituiiately n<»thing has been done and we do not 
know w hen it will he done. 

Pnivision has l)een made in the Budget for Rs. for a play- 

gn)und and a swdmuiing hath for the students of the Madrasah and 
Islainiu College. This money, instead of Ijeiiig spent for play-gnmnd 
and H swimming bath, could have been m<»i-e prof»erly utilised i( fee- 
rates of s<‘hools and colleges and seat-rents of hostels be re<iuced. There 
is the maidan and there is the tank very close to the Madrasah whic’h can, 
with wjual advantage, lie utilised for the piir|M>se. Sir. now’ that a 
Muhaiiiiiiadun Minister is at the hea<l i>f the Education Department we 
hope that the II<»?rhle Minister woultl try to provide educational facili- 
ties to the Muhammadan community as a whole. We expe<*t, and 
naturally exiand, that he will do all in his power to facilitate English 
edaoatiun among the Muhainiiiadan community at reduced cost so that, 
poor as they ui’e, they con take full advantage of English education. 
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Sir, tii^re a pi-oiK)sal for a Meclioal S<'hool at Ohittafrong. I 
find that a sum of Rs. 75,000 has Wii allotted for the Medical School 
there. While His Excellency the Governor visited Chittagong last 
August, an expectation was cherished that a Medital Schotd would be 
started in July, 1928. But up till now I do not 8e«‘ any sign of the 
commencement of the building in (luestioii. I ho|H* this will Im? possible 
to do in time. 

I have, times without iiuuihei, drawn attention to the most insanitary 
condition of the rural areas. In my district of Chittagong there are 22 
or 20 thanas alftl we have up till ih»w lH*en able to prtndde only seven 
iSanitarv’ Inspectors for seven thanas. It is essentially ne<‘essary that 
all thanas should have Sanitaiy lnspcctoi> s^rthat the sanitary condition 
of the villages of Bengal ma^ Im* impntved gradually. 

(Here the membei having ivached the tiTiiedimit i-esumeil his seat.) 


3-16 p.M. 

Bnbu SACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 must at the 
outset say that flie current Budget as presented by the Ilon’ble 
Mr. Marr is one of the gloomiest Budgets that have been presented in 
recent years and the <l(K‘Uinent discloses a de|>ressing state of oui pro- 
vincial finances. T would \iige upon the llon’hle Finance Member to 
make a final and detei mined lepiesentation to the (b»vernment of India 
stating that if they do not allot to Bengal the proceeds of the Jute 
Expoii Duty if woulfl be iiufiossible for the Ibmgal Government to 
carry on the administration of the piovince. 

But, Sir, in spite the lemission of the piovincial cotif ribution 
of Rs. o4,47,fHK) by the ( f(»vei iimeiit of India the fact lemains that 
Bengal will still be faced with a deficit amounting tf) Rs, 37,43,(KK> 
in order to cany «ui the normal expenditure of the provime. And in 
(lew of the fact that Government will not be well advised to impose 
fresh taxation upon the (jvertaxed |>eople of Bengal, it is incumbent 
ujMm them to take recourse to retrenchment of expenditure ami to 
approach the Imlia (iovernment for the allotment of Jute Duty. 
During the last few years which have been years of financial stringency, 
Government have shown very little iiudiuatioa to letreiich general 
administration expenses, which have risen from 108 to 118 lakhs of 
rupees in four veal's. We have therefore lieen not greatly impressed 
with the claim for the strictest e<onomy which the Finance Meml>er 
has ad%'anced in his s|M*e(‘h. 

Sir, coming to the detailed consideration of the Budget we find 
that the llon^ble Mr. Marr expects increased r<H*eipts from Staiiipi, 
Excise and loind Revenue. It simply means that Go%'emiJient expe<;t 
more money by increase of litigation, by increased consumption of 
ia|oi|icating drugs and by still more extra(*ting money from the poor 
cnltiTators of the toil. May I a«k is it desirable that our revenue 
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should increase by cultivating the habit of inteinperance^litigation and 
other vices of the people? 

Coming to the expenditure side of the Budget we find an amount 
of Rs. 16, 16, (KM) only has been provided for expenditure on new schemes 
of whirdi only Rs. 9,16,000 have l)een allotted to the transferred side 
of the administration for nation-building departments. Even with 
the present financial bankruptcy the Hon’ble Finance Member has not 
forgotten to provide an im’reased grant of 51 lakhs of rupees for Police. 
But what has been done for Education? The budget discloses that an 
increased expenditure of alatut Rs. 3,0f),(K)0 has l)een provided under 
this head. Of this Rs. 2,69,(KK) is earmarked for the construction of 
the Dacca University Moslem Hall. Again an amount of Rs. 2,13,600 
has l)een provided in the Public Works Department Budget for the 
acquisition of land for providing a play-ground and swimming tank 
for the students of the Calcutta Madrasah and the Islamia College. I 
do not grudge the Mussulman Community the share in the public 
revenue they have secured through the good offices of the Muhammadan 
Education Minister but it looks scandalous when we compare those 
amounts with the niggardly grant allotted to the Calcutta Univei-sity, 
and when we take into acc*ount that the legitimate needs of primary 
and secondary education are being completely ignored. In these days 
of financial stringency these works might well have been postponed. 

Sir, I have the honour to represent the Rajshahi district and I 
feel imlined to offer a few remarks upon the general policy of the 
administration affecting my district in the hope that these grievances 
may be redressed. The rural areas of Rajshahi are notorious for 
unhealthy climate due to the ravages of malaria, kala-azar, cholera, 
etc.; in illiteracy and poverty my district has got few parallels; in 
the matter of cottage industries {e.fj., Sericulture, etc.) my district 
though once famous is now considered a backward district in thaf 
respect, and I may say in this connection that the Government have 
expedited this task by removing the Sericulture School from Rampur- 
Boalia without any plausible ground and in spite of popular protests. 
The villages which in the days of yore were full of men and women 
are now getting depopulated for scarcity of food to eat and water to 
drink. The silting up of the Boral river has prejudicially affected the 
sanitation of the district but Government seem to be callous to that 
grievance. The grant allotted to the Vnrendre Research Society has 
been reduced although it has been represented to the authorities that 
the Society has l>een experiencing great difficulty on account of paucity 
of funds. Next the question of installing water-works plant at Raj- 
shahi Town is still being put off by the Government on some ffiinsy 
pretexts although the authorities have been of late showing grea^ leal 
in realising donations. Then again I may point out that about six yean 
back liUte Kumar Basanta Kumar Roy of Dighapatia bequeathed a 
large sum of money for the establishment of an Agricultural C<dlege 
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at Rajsluliu — wliieh place is the proud posseseor of a splendid agricni* 
iural farm and yet that important project is being unnecessanly 
delayed. If the framers of the present ^ludget would have l»een more 
attentive towards the nation -building works, a further grant from 
Governmental revenm*s would have lieen sufficient to start a fairly well 
equipped Agricultural Ttdlege at Rajshahi for the lienefii of the 
province. I fail to understand why the petty amount granted to the 
Darjeeling liowis Juhileee Saniinriuin in previous years has been dis- 
continued this year and no grant allotted to the Bangiya Sahitya 
Parisad. 

Sir, we note with cr)naide!ahle regret that in the present Budget 
instead of spending major portion of the revenue in a manner that 
would directly promote the sanitary, educational and industrial interests 
of the masses and thereby enhance their wealth-producing capacities, 
instead of directing the administrative policy of fostering the spirit of 
self-help among the illiterate poor so that they may grow up as useful 
citieens, instead of making insurance against preventible diseases, 
against insanitation and water srarcity in the villages, against illiterary 
and against the decay of agriculture and cottage industries the hulk 
of the revenue is l)eing u^ed up in feeding an ever discontented, super- 
vising officials and in s|>ending vast amounts on brick and mortar. 
This state of things, in a country where more than 90 per cent, of the 
population are illiterate, where for months together pare drinking 
water is unavailable in mimherlcsH villages, where the iM)or agriculturists 
are extremely hard up on account of chronic indehtedness, reflect great 
discredit upon the a<liiiinistrator>. I would, therefore, appeal to the 
Hon 'hie Finame Mcml>er and the cimtodians of piihlic purse so long 
as you do not rectify these state of affairs and apply the savings to 
the spread of free primary education, uiiti-nialariBl and k a la -a znr opera- 
tions and rural water-supply the people of Bengal will not }»e satisfied. 

Btbu SURENDRA NATH RAY* Sir, 1 shall he v(>r>‘ brief, 1 only 
want to put forward certain suggestions before the Hon'ble the Finonoe 
Member. About two years ago in my Budget speech I said that prison- 
era do not get any mosquito curtains; in the jails these p^rnr people 
live in cells wWh little or no ventilation. The cost of providing mos- 
quito curtains for these prisoners will he very small. There ore about 
12,000 prisoners in the whole of Bengal, I think, a mosquito curtain 
will cost almut Be. 14. Moreover, it is not a recurring charge — one 
mosquito curtain will last about three years. If you provide the 
prisoners with these curtains, the cost will he about Bs. 15, 0(H). I 
thiiik, the grievances of these poor people should he remedied. 1 am 
very gla^ to see that Mr. Cassells is here, for I represented this matter 
it the quarterly meeting of the Alipore Central Jail. It would thus 
appear that a non-recurring expenditure of Rs. 15,000 every three years 
would solve this very necessary problem. 
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Uen, thew is anoiher fiut which. I want to hring to the noHce of 
the House : it « this. I,, the Alijiore Central Jail there are a number 
of prisoners awa.t.„K trial. The number of under-trial prisoners is 
hllwTV ‘ “-port nf his Excellency the Governor 

lK*ople to stand surety for tliem. It is al.solufely necessary that these 
j|ris«uers should he tried as early as ,s,ssihle after their commitment 

-- 

I find that a proyisiou ol Its. 4 lakhs has been made in the Hiidiret 
for increasinjf the pay of the European Sergeants. About 8 or 10 years 
«KO when the j.ay of these SerKcants was increased. I think it was 

■" the European Serpeants 

!Il‘onn*' T tl * I"*'- and that the Seipeants in Calcutta 

should (fet at least the pay drawn by the European Serpeants in Bombay. 

fhouph It IS a notorious lact that livinp in Boinhay is dearer than in 
( ulcutta. Now. on what pround the jnesent in, lease is soupbt to be 
made we do not know'. 


Jhen I should like to ask the llon'hle -the Finance Member what 
the (ioveriiment have been doinp for the last four or five years with 
the inereased re.eiiits from the Ttepistration Deiiartment. The increase 
IS about Bs. l.T lakhs. If lids monev had been proi>erlv utilised sav 
in promotinp primary education. T.tbink, the whole question of primary 
education in the municipal areas would have been solved. But nothinp 
of the kind has h<.en done or is poinp to he done. We now, of course, 
hear of a Bill lor solvinp the problem of primary education throughout 
Bengal, hut why not go step by step !' (If course, we have heard of 
what thas Bill is poinp to he, and 1 think it would meet with opposition 
from everjhody and from cveiy elected member of this Counril. exrei.t 
Jiorhaps the European memhers who will not have to pay one single 
piee to meet (he expenses of primary education. But, I think, many 
of you know that legislation tor jirimaiA education was introduced 
Wore, and I had it passed: hut (lovermueiit have taken very little 
intemt for sproadinur primarv ^duration. 


.‘i-HO r.M. 


H tlie Primary hdiu ntion Hill l»c brouglil forward before the Council 
IMI wo hear it wiU U, I don’t think it will be passed. We have got 
about 12 or V\ bikbs of rui»ee« from increased fee from the Rogietration 
Depart iiieiit. Why not utilise for the present this amount in .living 
the problem of primary education in the uiuiiitdi^ul areas ? « 

III 1921 we passiHl three taxation Acte, rtr., the Court Fees Act, the 
Btwnp Act and the Amueeinent Tax Act. When these Acts were 
passed we were told, and told seriously, that about 70 per cent, of the 
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dinted from these measures would W utilised hi the natioft. 
building departments, but what has been done ? I ask the Finance 
DepartiUent in nlf seriousness. Of course I know that Mr. Lindsay was 
very much opposed to the passing of my IViiuaiy Education Hill. 1 
have got his note. Mr. Pienticc wa.s not at all in favour of it bec'ause 
he said that from a financial point of view it would he u very great 
difficulty to pass it. 

These are the points which 1 think it piojicr to place before the 
Council. 


Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN BARKER: Sir, we meet here to-day 
for a general discussion of the budget of the Government of Bengal so 
ably draw'n iiji by the Hon’ble Finance Meinb<»r and to consider how far 
we are in a jmsition to advance the intei*ests of the country — 
economi<*ally, educationally, socially and |K>liticu]ly. At the very out- 
set the Budget of the Government is to u certain extent disappointing 
and discouraging when we find that we are going to have a deficit 
Budget this year. It is a pity that in spite of her enormous sourf*es of 
revenue which have been tapped to the fullest advantage, Bengal suffers 
deplorably for want of any substantial measures of work of public 
utility such as mass Education. Sanitation, Agricultui*e and Industry, 
etc. 

Sir, the question of free primary education now looms large before 
the public and it is my sacred du^ to point out as one hailing from 
the Namasudra community with a population of 25 lakhs that the tot^l 
sum of Rs. 27 lakhs and odd a year as provided in the Budget is not 
sufficient to remove the illitemry of even the Namasudra community — 
not to speak of others. Wc all know from the last Census report that 
in spite of the genuine sympathy and solicitude of our benign Govern- 
ment for the dumb millions of the <lepressed classes tor over 150 years 
il]it«racy is still stalking over the land and its prerentage is no lees than 
92 and it is to he regretted that the Government have not been able to 
impart a knowdedge of even the three U’s t4» the great hulk of our masses. 
It rea^y pains me to compare the present educational condition of our 
country w’ith the one that existed a few centiirief^ ago. The pristine 
glory of our country which was due chiefly to the all-embracing educa- 
tional policy of the then Government seems no longer to shed ite 
effulgence ujmn the dark recesses of the ignorant masses. That Bengal 
at one time possessed S5,000 muktahs and pathsoln*s, is a brilliant record 
of the educational system on the pages of our aifriegt history. Again, 
when I am under painful necessity obliged to say that the Government 
has liberally paid out of public exchequer for hostels of Moslem boys, 
made special provisions for scholarships and established schools and 
colleges Ifor them I do not really grudge them these advantages, \mi 
what I really mean to impress upon the Gbvemment is that the de pre sa e d 
claiws have not received adequate and proper oonaideraiion from the 
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gOTemmeni to eradicate the evilt» of illiteracy and backwardnesa which 
have been eating into the vitalh of the nation of which the depressed 
classes command the majority of population. By th# 4ay I am temptad 
to mention here how ihe Baroda State has tackled the problem of 
education by having ear-marked one-sixth of her revenue fur the spread 
of education. The atmosphere of education and the system under which 
her children are nurtured there, is redolent of all that makes for real 
manhood. 

Side by side with the problem of education the question of ihe 
improvement of public health in rural areas should engage the atten- 
tion of Government. It is a well-known saying that the life »of the 
nation dwelleth in the villages. Millions are dying out each year of 
preveiitible (liseuses such as malaria, kala-a-zar, -cholera, etc. Bemoval 
of water scarcity is also a very acute problem which should be seriously 
considered. 

d-45 i*.M. 

Maulvi A8IMUDDIN AH AM AD spoke in Bengali, the English 
translation of which is as follows: — 

“ Many of my friends have expressed their disappointuient and resent- 
ment in the course of the discussion on the Budget and I also cannot do 
anything more. It is a matter for regret that Government have not 
given any hint that they will amend the Bengal Tenancy Act by pro- 
viding money for the appointment of a new Select Committee, although 
an amendment of the Act in favour of the tenants has become long, 
overdue and Government have been feeding the people of the country 
with hopes for six or seven years. It is obvious to everybody that 
without a settlement of the vexed i)rohlems which have been raised in 
this matter, the relation between the landlords and the tenants can not 
become normal nor cun the tenants hope for any peace and happiness. 

I also exptM'ted to find that some pi-ovision had been made for com- 
pulsory free primary educali(uj in the Budget. Not only have Govern- 
ment failed in their duty in this rcspeid, they have aho made it 
impracti(’able for the poor rural people to send their sons to Middle 
English and Higk English Schools, because many of these srhooll which 
have escaped disaffiliation have been deprived of granf-iu-aid and they 
have been oompelled to raise their tuition fees. A prominent example i» 
famished hy the treatment meted out to the Paschimgaon High School in 
Tippera which had a*hrilliant career for the laet twenty years. The 
details of this case ave within the knowledge of ihe Hon'ble EducatioD 
Minister. ^ ^ 

Though there has not l>een any increased grant for education 
Government are not femiss about the Police Budget ; it is well known, 
however, that the police are largely the cause of Governments unpopn- 
larity. All agitations in the country have at their root some act of 
oppression by the police. Reference may be made to the activities of 
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Uie polioi during the days of notw;o*operation movement, during the 
last Calcutta riota, at Ku^ati and in Calcutta on the laat harUd day. 
In the villages tKe police are bo much feared that the people are afraid 
of reporting cases of thefts to them and the loot indulged in by the 
police when they come to inquire into bu< h cases cannot he descril^d as 
any thing short of dacoity. 

The verj' important Department of Agriculture has got only a 
nominal sum which is spent in paying the salaries of the higher 
officials and for a few farms. The seeds sup}»lied are quite inadeijuate. 
Agr icultural loans are badly needed. And the co-operative societies 
provide tndy nominal funds. The inoi»ey allocated for the Health 
Department is quite insufficient. A hund has been erected by the 
public across the Dakatia near llagmara, Union No. 1, I.axam (hana, 
in Tippera to make up for deficiency in water-supply, but this interferes 
with trade and police help in the matter was souglit loit it has failed to 
settle the dispute.” 

Khtn Bahadur Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED (Deputy PrisldMit)t 

I wish to draw the attention of the Government Meiiil»era to certain 
things. Tor the provision of uater*supply the usual grant of Its. 
has been made, hut I do not know whether the Hon’hle Minister and 
the Secretary are aware that northern Bengal has been suffering from 
acute distres.s on account of scandty of water and several District 
Boards have applied for grunts to introduce water-supply schemes. 
The usual reply has been given — and I know the Revenue Member has 
said so in certain cases — that it is not the duty of the department to 
supply water. I do not know to whom to go, hut for the sake of 
humanity I wcnild ask tlie Government to increase this grant at least 
by another Rs, 50,rK)0, so that the water scarcity now prevailing in 
such districts as Raj.shnhi, Malda and Dinajpur may be removed. 
During the last year there has been no rain in those places and the 
people there have been suffering from want of water; so this additional 
grant of Rs. 50,000, if sanctioned, will alleviate the distress of the 
people to a certain extent. 

Thii question of the free supply of serum was discussed last year. 
We were given hopes that senim would he distributed free fanm this 
year, hut on account of financial stringency this is not possible now. I 
submit that Government .should do something ^or the cultivators. 
During epidemics the rattle die in great nurhbers and I therefore 
appeal to* the Government Members to grant a'** sufficient sum'* for 
the free supply of serum to the cultivators. are hm poor to 

purchase it themselves. 

With*regard to Public Health, several District Boards have tried to 
cope with the situation with the assistance of Government and I can 
definitely say that in this matter Government have not paid much atten* 
tion to the eradication of such diseases as cholera, kala>aear, etc. 1 
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regret very much that the usual grant of Rs. 2,(X),000 under the heid 
Sala-azar has been reduced to Rs. 1,50,000 and I submit that it i:< not 
the proper time to curtail the grant which was made last year. 

Another subject with which I should like to deal is the sinking of 
tube-wells f(jr irrigation purposes. When we approach the Irrigation 
Engineer in regard to this matter we are told that this is the business of 
the Agricultural Department. When we app^ach that Department 
they say that they have no engineer. Jiost year we provided for an 
Agricultural Engineer and 1 do not know why this Agricultural 
Engineer has not been appointed. This year provision has again been 
made for this Agriculiuml Engineer. I hope this officer will be 
appointed as early as possible, so that people may approach this gentle- 
man for the sinking of tube-wells instead of approac'bing big firms for 
the purpose. 

Coining to the scheme for water-supply in Rainpur-Boulia, thi.s has 
already been referred to by Ihibu Sachindra Nnrayan Sanyal. We 
hoped that this scheme would be sanctioned this year, but nothing has 
been done. I hope that the nece.ssarv' loan will lie to the Rajsbahi 

.Municipality for the purpose. v 

With regard to Education, I find that a provi.sion of K>. 2 lakhs has 
l>een made for the play-ground and swimming tank of the Islamiu College, 
I do not gnidge the college this amount, but I regret that the small 
sum of Rs. 2fl,fKMl whieli was sanctioned for the Raj^hahi Senior 
Madrusuh and which we hoped would be granted this year, has not been 
included in the Budget. We opened a class with the permission of the 
Director of ]*ublic Instruction, anticipating that this grant would be 
made, so that the ad<litional buildings necessar>^ might be constructed. 
If this additional byilding is not constructed, I am afraid that this class 
will have to lie dismissed. I hope the Education Minister will find 
this money any how. 

With regard to the rrimary Edu(;ation Bill, we are all very keen on 
having it, but I submit that if taxation comes in its wake, we had better 
not have it at all. This is all that 1 have got to say. 

Mr. PRESIOiilT: I hml tM no other nun-oflicial meinber wants 
to s)>eak. I will now adjourn tte Council for ten minutes and when the 
Council reassembles I will ask the Government Members to reply. 

At 4-10 P.M. the Council was adjourned for ten minutes. 


Adlouimiiaiit 

% 

m On reassembRng, the official members abstained from teplyn^ to 
the diebate and in the absence of further business the Council was 
adjourned to 2-30 p.m. on the 12th March, 1928, at the Town Bull, 
Calcutta. 

B. 0. PtMt— IS-l-lStS—SSSOf— l.too— W 0. a oUiert 
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